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To the moſt} Excellent 
Majeſty of Heneritte Maria, 
Queen of- Oreat Britain: - 
Madame, 
| W Mong ft- all the publick joyes for 
ED your Majeftics bappy return , 1 
know 10: better how to expreſſe - 
xD my own particular, then by 
WO &u nf humbly prefſeming 30 your 
Majeſty my Tranſlation of 1his excellemFrench 


to teach the loucof Gol, and contempt of this + 
world; with many other” principall wirtues, 
And for. the praQlice -of ' them all, this-age - 
could not have hoped for þ rare-ai example;to - 
infiruf all the, great Ladies of ('hriftendome) + 
45 it hath found in your Majeſty, - a5 welt by - + 
your admirable fortitude, and perfedt reſiugns- - 
A 2 - tow: 5: 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


tiqn to Gods boly will in all your Majeſties ex-. 
rreme afflifticns, dangers and preſſures as _ 


Sea and Land; as alſo by your Majefttes. many 


ſacred retirements ( inthe.moſt holy time of - 


the year) to fprinkle your pleaſures, voluntgris 
ly wnh ſome of that Gall which was upon our 


 Squionrs lips, when os 5c binct paſ- 


fiox and death for our fins. Our great Di- 
vines. affirm , that the preſent ſufferings of 
Mount, Calvary ,. lead dircfly to the future 
glories of Mount | habor, . 

eAnd therefore. ſince your Majeſty hath pa» 
ziently -eudured ſo many unjuſt and rigorous 
Croſſes in theMaunt Calvary of tbis World,we 
have great reaſon to hope, that our bleſſed S4a- 


viq ur hath prepared for your Majeſty, a modi : 
glorious (rown in the next, which. will ne- 
ver beave end. And 1h ſhall ever be the in- 


ceſſant 4 fervent prayer of + 
Madame, 


Your Majeſties poor and 


——* 


moſt humbly devoted . 


Beadſman, _ 


Bafil Brook, © 


A Table of all the Goſpels - 
and particulars of our Savi- 
ours paſſion, mentioned in | 


this book, with their Mora-- 
| lities and Aſpirations... 


© fo the words of Genefes, lib. 1.cap; 3: 
I Thou art duſt, and to duſt thou ſhalt res 


turn. Fal. r.. 
#pon the Goſpel of Saint Manthew, cap. 6. Of 
hypocritieall faſting. | 4 
Upon Saint Matthew the 18. of the.({enturions. 
words, O Lord I am not worthy. 8. 
#/pon Saint Matthew the 5 .Wherein we arc di- 
_ refled 10 pray for our enemies. I 2. 
| Hpou Saint Matthew the6. Of the Apoſiles 
danger at ſea. I5 


| pon Saivt Matthew the 4. :Of our Saviours 
being tempted in the deſart. 19. 
Upon Saint Matthew the 2.5, Of tho judgement 
day. 25 
#pon Saim Matthew the 21. Feſws drove out. 
| the buyers and ſellers out of the Temple. 30 
Hpon Saint Matthew the 12,The Phariſees de-. 
mand @ fign of Feſus. 33 
Epon Saint Matthew ihe 15. of uhe woman of. 
Canaan. 33 © 
#Hpon S. Folm, c. 15.0f the probatick pond. 42... 
| pon Saint Matthew the 17, Of the rransfigu- 
r8110n of our Lord. .. 46. 
| : Hpon 


The Table. 


Hpsn Sarnt Fohn the 8: Teſus ſaid tothe Tevas, 
Where IT go ye cannot come. 50 
pon Saint Matthew the 23. Icſus ſaid, The 


*Phariſces fit in Moyſes chair, believe there- 


fore what they ſay. 54 
H pon S. Matth. the 20. The requeſt of the wife 
of Zebedee for her ſons Tames and Tobn 58 
#pon Luke the 16.-Of the rich Glutton and 
poor Latarum. 62 
apon Saint Matthew the 21, Of thc maſter of 
the vineyard whoſe ſonne was killed by bis 
farmers. 6 


= 
Hpon $.Luke the 15.0f the prodigatt Child, 71 


Ypou Saint Luke the 11. Teſwus caſt out the de- 
vil which was dumbe. 77 
#Hpon Luke the 4. Teſus i requircd 30 do mira- 


cles in his owa countrey. $1 
#pon Saint Matthew the 18, Tf thy brother of- 
fend thee, tell him of 2t alone. 85 


Upon Saint Matthew thet 5.The Phariſees ack= 
ed, Why do thy Diſciples comradi4 ancicnt 
traditions. 


go 
Upon Saint Luke the 4. Teſus cured the fever of 


Simons mother in law. 94. 
Hpon Sami Tohn the 4.Of the Samaritan wo- 
man at Tacobs well near Sichar. 98 
#pon Saint Tohn#he 8. Of the woman found in 
adultery.- 104 
#pon Saint Tohn the 6.--Of-the five fiſhes and 
two barley loaves. Ic7 


H peu Saint Toby the 6. Of the whipping mw 
ad... 


'The Table s. 


and ſcllers ont of the Temple... 13. 
on Saint Tohn the 7.-the Tews marvell at the 
learning of Tefus who was never taught.117 
1pon Saint Tohn the g..Of the blind man cured 
by clay and fpittle, I21 
pon Saint Luke the 7.-Of the widows ſon rai- 
ſed from death to life at Naim by our Sa+ 
viour.. 128 - 
1/pon. Saint Tohn the 11. Of the raifing up 
Latarus ſrom death. © L132 
Ypou Sains Iehn the 8. Of our Saviours words , 
T am the light of the world. 137 
1/pon Saint Tobn the 8. Of theſe words, Who 
can accuſe me of ſin ? I41 
4pon Saint Tohn the 7. Tefus ſaid to the Phari- 
ſees, Tou ſhall ſeck and not find me : and, he 
that is thirſty let him come 10 me. I45 
4 pen Saint Tohn the 7.Teſus went not into Tury, 
bceeuſe the Tews had & purpoſe 10 take away 
#pon Saint Tohn the 10. The Tews. ſaid, If theu 
be the Meſfias, tcll us plainly. 153. 
#pon Saint Tobn the 7. Of Saint Mary Mag - 
daltens waſhing our Saviours feet in the 


Phariſees bouſe. | 158 - 
#pon-Saint Mary Magdaleus great repentance. 
162. - 


#poen Saint Tohnthe 11. The Tews ſaid, What - 
fhall we do ? for this man doth many miracles. 


164..: 


Hpon Saint Tobn the 12, The chief Priefis 
bought - - 


The Table. 


thought to kill Laxarus, becauſe the miracle 
upon him made many follow Teſus. 167 
Hpon Saint. Matthew .the 21.. Our Saviour 
came in triumph to Teruſalem 4 little before - 

his paſſion. | I72 

V pon Sarnt Tohn the 12, $.Mary Magdalen an- 
ormed our Saviours feet with precious oint- 
ment, at which Iudas repined. 177 

A pon Saint Fohn'the 3. Of our Saviours waſh. 
ing the feet of his Apoſtles. 181 
Moralities upon the garden of Mount Olivet. 
187 

Moralities of the apprehenſcon of: Teſus. x92 
Aſpiration upon Eaint Peters paſſionate tears. 


T9? 

Moralittes upen- the Pretorian or: Judconts 

Hall. 194 
Moralities for Good Friday, upon the death of © 

Teſus Chriſt. | 198 

The Goſpel for Eaſter day, Saint Mark the 16. 
217 . 


The Goſpel for Eafter Mundey,S.Lukez4.21 5 
The Goſpel on Tueſday, S. Luke 24., 220 
The Goſpel on Low Sunday, Saint Tohn the 20. 
224 
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Or, 
Entertaiments for Lent : 


And for the firſt Day uponthe Con- 
fideration of Aſhes. 


® Hou art Duſt, and to Duſt thou ſhals 
VE return, Gen. 3. 
1, It is an excellent way to 
We begin Lent withthe conliderati- 
on of Duſt, whereby Nature gives us begin- 
ning, and by the ſame, Death ſhall pur an 
end to a!l our worldly vanities. There is no 
better way to abate and humble the proudeſt 
of all Creatures, then to repreſent his begin- 
ning and his end. The middle part of our life 
(like a kind of Proteus) takes upon ir ſeyerall 
ſhapes not underſtood by others; bur the firſt 
and laſt [ens ſr deceive no man; for they 


do both begin and end in Duſt. Iris a ſtrange 
thing that Man, knowing well what he hath 
been, and what he muſt be, is not confound- 
ed'in himſelf , by obſerving the pride of his 
own life, and the great diſorder of his p2ſlt- 
ons. The end of all other creatures is leilc de- 
foxmed then that of man : Plants in their 
death retain ſome pleaſing ſmell of their bo- 
dies: 


2 Thc Penitent ; or, 


dies : The little roſe buries itſelf in her na- 
turall ſweernefle, and carnation colour. Ma- 
ny Creatures at their death leave us their 
reeth, horns, feathers , skins, of which we 
make great uſe. Others after death are ſcrved 
up in filver and golden diſhes, to feed the 
greateſt perſons of the world. Onely mans 
dead carcaſe is good for nothing bur to feed 
worms : and yct he often retains the preſum. 
ptuous pride of a Giant , by the exorbitance 
of his heart, and the cruell nature of a mur- 
derer, by the furious rage of bis revenge. Sure- 
ly that man muſt either be ſtupid by nature, 
or moſt wicked by his own ele&ion, who will 
not corre& and amend himſelf , having till 
before his eyes Aſhes for his Glaſle, and 
Death for his Miſtreſſe. 

2. This conkderation of Duſt is an ex- 
cellcnt remedy to cure vices , and an affured 
Rampire againit all temptations. S. Paulinks 
ſaith ioly well ; That holy Job was 
free from all temptations when he was pla- 
ced upon the (moke and duſt of his hmdlicy, 
He that lies upon the ground can fall no low- 
er 3 but may contemplate all above him , and 
meditate how to raiſe himſelf by the hand of 
God, which pulls dowa the proud aud exalts 
the humble. Is a man tempted with pride ? 
The conſideration of Aſhes will humble 
him. Is he burned with wanton love ( which 
is a dire& fire ? ) Bur fire cannot _—_— 
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Aſhes. Is he perſecuted with covetouſnefle ? 
Aſhes do make the greateſt Leeches and 
Bloud-Suckers caſt their Gorges. Every 
thing gives way to this unvalued thing , be. 
cauſe God is pleaſed to draw the inſtruments. 
of . his power out of the objeRs of our infir- 
mities. | 

3. If we knew howtouſle rightly the me- 
ditation of death , we ſhould there find the 
ſtreams of lite : All the world together is of 
no<eſtimation to him, that rightly knows the 
true value of a juſt mans death. It would be 
neceſlary that they who are taken with rhe 
curiofity of Tulips, ſhould ſer in their Gar- 
dens a Plant called Napell, which carries 2 
flower that molt perfeRly reſembles a Deaths 
head. And if the orher "Tulips do pleaſe their 
ſenſes, that will inſtru& their reaſon. Before 
our laſt death we ſhould die many other 
deaths; by forſaking all thoſe creatures and af- 
feQions which lead us to fin, We ſhould re- 
ſemble thoſe creatures ( ſacred tothe Agypri- 
ans ) called Cynocephales , which died piece- 
meal, and were buried long before their death: 
So ſhould we bury all our concupiſcences be. 
fore wegortothe grave, and ſtrive to live ſo, 
that when death comes, he ſhould find very 
little buſinefle wich us, 


B 3 rAſpi. 


4 The Penitcut ; or, 
A ſparation. 


O Father of all Eſſences, who pivelt be- * 


ginning tg all things, and art without 
end 3 This day I take Althes upon.my bead, 
thereby wn bs (before thee) my being no- 
thing z and to do thee homage for that which 
I am, and for that I ought to be by thy great 
bounties. Alas, O,Lord,my-poor ſoul is con- 
founded to ſee ſo many. ſparkles of pride: and 
covetoulneſle , ariſe from this. caitifle duſt 


which I am : ſo lictle do yer learn bow-to - 


live, and ſo late do I know how to die. O 
God, of my life and death, I mot humbly 
beſcech thee, fo ro govern.the firſt in me, and 
ſo ro ſweeten the laſt for me, that if I live, I 
may live onely.for theez and-if I muſt die,that 
I may cater into everlaſting blifſe, by dying 
in thy, bleſicd love and:favoyr. 


——— —_— - - SD 


The Goſpel for Aſhwedneſday, 
S. Matthew 6. 


Of Hypocriticall Faſting. 


WW Hen you fa$},be not, as thehypocrites,ſad, 
V. for they disfigure their. faces, thas they 
may appear unto men to faft. Ann I ſay is 

you that they have received their reward. © 
But thou when thou doeſt faſt , anoint thy 
head, ani waſhthy-face x thas thou appear not 
| 10 
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Eutertainments for Lent. 5 


tomen #0 faſt, but to thy Father which i 7u 
ſecret : 4nd thy Father which ſceth in ſecret, 
wil; repay thee. 

Heap not up to yony ſelves treaſures on the 
earth : where the ruſt and moth do corrupt, and : 
where thieves dig thorow and fleal. But heap 
up to your ſclues treaſures in heaven: where 
neither the ruſt nor moth doth corrupt , and 
where thicves do not dig thirow tor ſteal. For 
where thy tre2ſure %, there is thy heart alſo. 


Moralities. 


1. Hat man goes to Hell by the way of 
Paradiſe, who falſts and affli&s his ba- 


| dy, to draw the praiſe of Men. Sorrow and 


vanity together, are not able to make one 
Chriltian At, He deſerves everlaſting hun- 
ger, who ſtarves himſelf , that he may ſwell 
and burſt with vain glory. He ſtands for a 
ſpe&acle to others, being the murderer of 
himſelf, and by ſowing vanity reaps nothing 
bur wind. Our intentions muſt be wholly di- 
refed to God, and our examples for our 
neighbour. '[ he Father of all virtues is not 
to be ſerved with counterfeit devotions 3 ſuch 
lies are abominations in bis fight, and Ter- 
rullixu faith, they are, as many adulteries. 

2. Ir imports us much to begin Lent well, 
entering into thoſe lifts, in which ſomany 
holy ſouls have run their courſe with ſo great 
ftrianeſſe, having been glorious before God 
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6 The Penitent; or, 


and honourable before men. The difficulty 
of it is apprehended onely by thoſe who have 
ther underſtandings obiſtruRed by a violent 
aff: tion to kirchcn-ſtufte. It is no more bur- 
denſome to a _couragious ſpirir, then feathers 
areto a bird. Thc cheartulneſle which a man 
brings to a good ation in the beginning, 
docs h*'f the work. Let us waſh our taces by 
contt{}ion ; Let us perfume our Head ( who 
is J-fas Chriſt ) by almes deeds. Faſting is 
a moit d.{icious feait ro the conſcience, when 
it is accoinpanied with purenefle and chari. 
ty : bur it breeds great thirſt , when it is not 
nouriſhed- with devotion , and watered with 
mercy. 

3. What great pain is taken to get trea- 
ſure 3 what care to preſerve it ; what fear to 
looſe it ;5 and what ſorrow when it is loſt ? 
Alas, is there need of ſo great covetouſneſle 
in life, to encounter with ſuch extream na- 
kednefſe in death ? We have not the ſouls 
of Giants, nor the boily of a Whale. If God 
will have me poor, muſt I endeavour to re- 


verſe the decrees of heaven and earth , that. 


I may b:come rich? To whom do we truſt 
the ſafety of our treaſures? To ruſt,to moths 
and thieves : were it not better we ſhould in 
our infirmities depend onely on God Al- 
mighty, and comfort our poverty in him who 
is onely rich , and ſo carry our ſouls to hea- 


ven, where Jeſus on the day of his _ 
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Entertainments for Lens, 9 


did place our Soveraigne good. Onely Ser- 
pents and covetous men detire to ſleep among 
treaſures as Saint Clement (ſaith. But the 

reateſt riches of the: world is poverty free 
ws Covetouſnelle. 


Aſpiration. 


| Seek thee ( O inviſible God ) within the 
Abyſle of thy brightncile , and I (ee thee 
through the vail of thy creatures. Wilt thou 
alwayes be hidden from me ? Shall I ncver 
ſce thy face, which with a glimpſe of thy 
ſplendour canſt make Paradiſe ? I work 
in ſecret, but I know thou art able to re- 
ward me in the light. A man can loſe no- 
thing by ſerving thee, and yet nothing is va- 
luable to thy ſervice, for the pain it ſelf isa 
ſufficient recompence. Thou art the food of 
my faſtings, and the cure of my infirmities. 
What have to do with Moles, to dig the 
earth like them, and there to hide treaſures ? 
Is it not time to cloſe the earth , When thou 
doeſt open heaven ? and to carry my heart 
where thou art, fince all my riches is in thee ? 
Doth not he deſerve to be everlaſtingly poor, 
who cannot be content with a God Fo rich as 
thou art 2? 


B 4 The 


L The Penitent ; or, 


The Goſpel for the firſt Thurſday in 
Lent, S, Matthew 18. of the 
Centurions words, 


O Lord I am not worthy, 


A Na when he was entered into Capharnd- 
um, there came to him a Centurion, be- 
feeching him, and ſaying, Lord my boy lieth 
et bome ſick of the palſie,and t ſore tormented. 
And Feſus ſaith ro him, I will come aud 
curc him. 

And the Centurion making anſwer , ſaid, 
Lord T am net worthy that thou ſhouldeft enter 
under my roof : but oncly ſay the word, and my 
boy [hall be healed. For T alſo am a man ſub- 
ject teAuthority, having under me ſouldicrs: 
and T [ay to this, go, and he goeth : and to ano- 
ther, come, and he cometh : and to my ſervant, 
do this, aud be doth it. And Feſus hearing 
th, marvelled, and ſaid to them that followed 
him, Amen, I ſay t0 you, Thave not found ſo 
great faith in Iſrael. 

And T ſay to you, that many ſhall come from 
the Eaſt and Weſt, and ſhall ſit down with A- 
braham, Tſaac and Facob inthe kingdome of 
heaven: but the children of the kingdome ſhall be 
caſt out into the exteriour darkneſsc, there ſhall 
be weeping and gnaſhing of tceth. And Feſus 
ſaid to :he Centurion, go, and as thou ha$ be- 
lieved, beit done to thee. And the boy was 
heated in the ſame houre. Mo- 
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Movalittcs. 
1. FJ Ur whole' Salvation confifts in two 
'þ weeds The one is in our being 
ſenſible of God, and -the'other in our moving 
toward him 3 the firft proceeds from. faith, 
the other comes of chariey and brher virtues. 
O whac a happy thing it is to follow the ex- 
ample of this good Centurion , 'by having 
ſuch elevated thoughts of rhe Divinity , and 
to know nothing of God but what heis: To 
behold our heavenly father , within this great 
family of the world, who effeQs all things by 
his ſingle word ; Creates by his power 3 go- 
verns by his councell ; and orders by his 
goodnefle this great univerſality of all things. 
The moſt inſenfible creatures have ears to 
hear him. Feavers and rempeſts are part of 
that running camp, which marcheth under his 
Standard : They advance and retire them=- 
ſelves under the ſhadow of his command : 'he 
onely hath power to give meaſures to rhe 
heavens, bounds to theſeaz to joyn theeaſt 
and welt together in an inſtant, and to be 
in all places where his pleaſure is underitood. 
-' 2, O: howpgoodly a thing itis rogounto 
him, like this great Captain : To go faid 1 ?* 
Nay rather to flie as he doth-by the two 
wings of charity and humility. His chariry 
made him have a tender care of his poor ſer-' 
yant and to eſteem his health mor dear, then 
great men do the rareſt pieces-in their Cabi- 
By nets, 
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10 The Penitent ; or, 


Nets. He doth not truſt his ſervants, but 
Lakes rhe charge upon himſelf : making him- 
ſelf ( by the power of love ) a ſervant to him, 


whe by birth was made ſubje& to his come 


mand. What can be ſaid of ſo many Ma- 
ſters and Miſtrefles now adayes , who live 
alwayes ſlaves to their paſſions ? having no 
Care at all of the Salvation health or neceſ. 
fities of their ſervants, as if they were no- 
thing elſe but the very ſcumme of the world. 
They make great uſe of their labours and 


 fervice ( which is juſt ) but negle& their bo- 


dies, and kill their ſouls by the infeRion of 
their wicked examples. Mark the humilit 
of this ſouldier, wt o doth not think his houſ: 
worthy to be enlightened by one ſole 
Glimpſe of our bleſſed Saviours preſence. By 
the words of Saint Augufiine we may lay, he 
made himſelf worthy by believing and de- 
claring himſelf ſo unworthy : yea worthy 
that our Saviour ſhould enter not onely into 
his houſe but into his very ſoul. And upon 
the matter he could not have ſpoken with {uch 
faith and humility if he had not firſt enclo- 
fd fin his heart ) him whom he durit not re- 
ceive into his houſe, 

3 The Gentiles come near unto God,and 
the Jews go from him ; to teach us that or- 
dinarily the moſt oblieged perſons are moſt 
ungratefull ; and diſcſteem their benefaQours 


for no ther reaſon, but becauſe they receive 
benefits 
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benefits daily from them. If you ſpeak cour- 
reouſly to them, they anſwer churliſhly ; and 
in the ſame proportion wherein you are good, 
you make them wicked ; therefore we mult be 
careful] that we be not ſo toward God. Ma- 
ny are diſtaſted with/ devction, as the Iſrae- 
lites were with Manna: All which is good 
doth diſpleaſe them becauſe it is ordinary : 
And you ſhall fiad ſome who ( like naughty 
grounds | caſt up thorns where roſes are 
planted, But we have great reaſon to fear, 
that nothing but Hell fire is capable to pu- 
niſh thoſe, who deſpiſe the graces of God,and 
efteem that which comes from him as a thing 
of no value. 


eAſpirations, 


O Almighty Lord who doeſt govern all 
things in the family of this world , and 
doeſt bind all inſen6ible creatures, ( by the 
bare ſound of thy voice ) in a chain of ever- 
laſting obedience ; Muſt I onely be Rill rebel- 
lious againſt thy will ? Feavers and Palſies 
have their ears for thee, and yet my unruly 
ſpirit is not obedient, Alas, alas, this family 
of my heart is-ill governed ; It hath violeat 
paſſions; my thoughts are wandring and my 
reaſon is ill obeyed. Shall it never be like the 
houſe of this good Centurion where every 
thing went by meaſure becauſe he meaſured 
himſelf by thy commandments ?OLord I wil 
tome 
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come reſolutely by a profound humility , and. 


an inward feeling of my ſelf ſinceI am fo 
contemptible before thine eyes. I will come 
with Charity toward theſe of my houſhold, 
and toward all that ſhall need me. O God of 
my heart, I beſeech thee let nothing from 
henceforth move in me, but onely to advance 
my coming toward thee, who art the begin- 
ning of all motions and the onely repoſe of 
all things which move. 


TheGoſpel for the firſtFr day in Lent 
S, Mat, 5, Wherein we are di- 
reed ro pray for our 
Encmies, 


yY Ou have heard that it was ſaid, thou ſhalt 
love thy neighbour, and hate thine cnemie. 
But T ſay to you, love your encmics, do good ts 
them that hate you : and pray for them that 
perſecute and abuſe you : that you may be the 
children of your F ather which # in heaven, whe 
maketh his Sun to riſe upon good and bad, and 
r2ineth upon juſt and unjuſt. For if you love 
them that love you,what reward ſhak you havc? 
Do not alſo the Publicans this? And if you ſalute 
your brethren onely, what do you more 9 ,Do not 
#lfo thc heathen this? Be you perfe therefore, 


as alſo your heavenly Father 4 perfett. 
Mc- 


— 
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Moralities. 

I. a Man that loves nothing but according 

At his naturall inclination, loves onely 
like a beaſt or an infidell. The beſt fort of 
love is that which is commanded by God, and 
is derived from judgement, conducted by rea- 
ſon and perfe&ed by Charity. Me thinks it 
ſhould be harder for a good Chriſtian to bate 
then love his enemy. Hate makes him our e 
qual|,whereas love placeth us quite above him. 
By hating a mans enemy, he breaks the laws 
of God ; he fights againſt the Incarnation 
of Chriſt, which was ated to unite all things 
in the bands of love : he gives the lie to the 
moft blefſed Eucharift , whoſe nature is to 
make the hearts of all Chriſtians the ſame : 
he lives ( like another Cain in the world ) al- 
wayes diſquieted by ſecking revenge, and it is 
a very death to him to hear of another mans 
profpcrity. Whereas to love an enemy doth 
not bind us to love the injury he hath done 
us 3 for we muſt not conſider him as a male- 
faRour, but as a man of our own nature, as 
he is the Image of God, and as he is a Chri- 
{tian. God doth onely command perfe& 
things, not impoſſible. That which is very 
hard to fleſh and bloud, becomes eafie by the 
help of grace and reaſon. Our bleſled Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt being the Father of all harmony 
can and'doth reconcile all contrarieties at his 


will and pleaſure. 
2, It 
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2. If revenge ſeem ſweet, the gaining ofit is 
moſt bitter : But there is nothing in the 
worid more profitable then to pardon an 
enemy by imitation of our Saviour. For it is 
rhen that our conſcience can aſſure us ro be 
the children of God, and inheritours of his 
glory. We muſt not fear to be deſpiſed for 
eſteeming virtue, for ſuch contempt can 
onely proceed from thoſe who know not the 
true value of that glory which belongs to the 
juſt. There is no better way to revenge then 
leaveit ro God , who alwaycs doth his own 
bulinefle. When David wept for Saul who 
was his enemy , his Clemency did inſenlibly 
make degrees, by which he mounred up to the 
throne of Fudah. A good work which comes 
from the ſpirit of vanity is Ike an emptied 
Mine good for nothing, God who is invi- 
ſible , would have our aſpe&s turned alwayes 
toward him, and blind toward the world. 
Alms given by the ſound of a [ rumper,makes 
a great noiſe on carth, but reaps little fruir in 
heaven. The fly of vanity is a miſchievous 
thing which deſtroyes all the perfumes of 
Charity. What need we any fpcatours of our 


good works, every place is full where God is, 


and where he is nor, there oncly is Solitude, 
AFirations. 


O God of all holy affeRions when ſhall I 
love all which thou loveſt and bave in hor- 
our 
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rour all that diſpleaſeth thy divine Majeſty:If 
I cannor. lovein ſome perſon his defets and 
fins , I will lovein him thine Image , and in 
that will I acknowledge thy mercies. If he be 
a piece of broken glafſſe ; in that little piece, 
there will ſhine ſome lines of a GodCreatour, 
and of a God Redeemer. If thou haſt choſen 
him to exerciſe my patience, why ſhould 7 
make him the obje& of my revenge , fince he 
gives me trouble to gain me a Crown. He is 
a hammer to polliſh and make me bright, 7 
will not hure bim, but reverence the arm that 
ſtrikes me. 1 refign all vengeance into thy 
hands, finceitis a Right reſerved for thy Al- 
mighty power. And certainly the beſt revenge 
T can take is to gratifie my enemy. Give un- 
to me (O molt mercifull Prince) the grace to 
ſaffer , and let the ſacrifice of my ſufferings : 
mount up to thy propitiatory throne. 


The Goſpel for the fixlt Saturday in 
Lent, S. Matthew 6. 


Of the Apoſtles danger at Sea, and 
relicf by our Saviour. 


Nd when he hed diſmiſſed them heqywent in- 

70 the mountain t0 pray,and when it was late 
the boat was inthe mid of the Sea, and him- 
ſ-If alone on the land. And ſeeing them laboring 
in 
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in rowing ( for the wind was againſt them 
and jon. the fourth watch of the nr;cb he _ 
meth #0 them walking upon the ſea: and he 
would have paſſed by them. But they ſecing 
him walking upon the ſea , thought it was a 
ghoft and cryed out, for all ſaw him, and were 
troubled. ' And immediately he talked with 
them 3 au ſaid to them, have confidence, it 5s 
T, fear yc uot, And he went up to them into the 
ſhip and the wind ceaſed, and they were farre 
more aſtonicd within themſelves, for they un- 
derftood not concerning #he loaves , for their 
beart was blinded. 

And when they had paſſed over, they came 
into the land of Gencſareth,and ſet to the ſhore. 
And when they werc gone out of the boat, in- 
continent they knew him and running through 


that whole countrey, they began to carry about. 


in couches thoſe that were 7ll at eaſe , where 
they hea'd he was. And whitherſoever he en- 
tred into towns or into villages or citics, they 
laid the fuck in the ſtrcets and. beſought bim 
that they might touch but the hem of his gar- 
mcnt, and as many as tcrriched him were made 
whole. | | 


Moralitzes. 
AF Hat a -painfull thing it is to row 


when Jeſus is not in-the boat 3 all 
our travell is juſt nothing without Gods fa- 


vour: A little blaſt of wind is worth more + 


then 
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then an hundred ſtrokes of Oares. What 
troubleſome buſineſles there are : how many 
iatricate families do labour much and yet ade 
vance nothing, becauſe God withdraws him -« 
ſelf from their iniquities ; if he do not build, 
the workman deſtroyes what he is building. 
But all falls out right ro thoſe, that embark 
themſclves with Jekes They may paſſe to the 
Indies in a basker, when others thall miſcar - 
ry in a good ſhip well furniſhed, 

2. But how comes it about that the ſhip 
of the poor Apoſtles is bearen ſo furiouſly by 
the winds and tempeſts 2 There are many 
ſhips with filver beaks, with fine linnen fails 
aud filken tackles, upon which the ſea ſeems 
to ſmile. Do the waters reſerve their choller, 
onely to vent it upon that ſhip which carries 
juſt perſons> This is the courſe of mans 
life : The brave and happy men of this world 


. enjoy their wiſhes , bur their ſhip doth-periſh 


in the harbour as it is ſporting 3 whereas God 
by his infinit providence, gives tempeſts to 
his ele& , that he may work a miraculous 
calme by his Almighty power. Dangers are 
witneſſes of their floting, and Combats are 
cauſes of their merit. ,Never think any man 
happy in his wickednefle, for he is juſt like 2 
f6ſh that playes with the bait, when the hook 
ſticks faſt in his throat. We muſt wait and 
attend for help from heaven patiently (with - 


out being tired ) even till the fourth , which 
is 
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is the laſt watch of the night, All which pro- 

cecds from the hand of God, comes everin 

fit time, and that man is a great gainer by his 

r_ atrendince, who thereby gets nothing 
ut perſeverance. 

3. They know Jcſus very ill , that take 
him for a Phantome or an illuſion , and cry 
out for fear of his preſence , which ſhould 
make them moſt rejoyce : So do thoſe ſouls 
which are little acquainted with God , who 
live in blindneſſe , and make much of their 
own darknefſe. Let us learn to diſcern God 
from the illutions of the world : The temi- 
peſt ceaſerh when he doth approch ; and the 
quietneſſe of our heart is a ſure mark of his 
preſence , which fills the ſoul with ſplendour, 
and makes it a delicious Garden. He makes 
all good whereſoever he comes, and the ſteps 
which his feet leave , are the bounties of his 
heart. To touch the Hem of his Garment, 
cures all that are ſick; toteach us, that the 
forms which cover the bleſſed Sacrament, are 
the fringes of his holy humanity which cures 
our (ins. 


 Aſprration. 
O Lord, my foul is in night and daikneſſe 
and I feel that thou art far from me. What 
Billows of diſquiet riſe within my heart; 
what idle thoughts which have been too 
muci conlidered? Alas (moſt —_ 
or 
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Lord and Father of mercy )canſt thou behold 
from firm land this poor veſſell , which la- 
bours ſo extreamly being deprived of thy 
moſt amiable preſence ? I row itrongly , but 
can advance nothing , except thou come into 
my ſoul. Come (O o adored Maſter) walk 
upon this tempeſtious Sea of my heart; aſcend 
iato this poor Veſlell; ſay unto me, take cou- 
rage, It is I. Be not conceited that I w:1l take 
thee for an illuſion; for I know thee too well 
by thy powers and bounties,to be ſo miltaken, 
The leaſt thought of my beart will quiet it 
ſelf ro adore thy ſteps. Thou ſhalt raign 
within me; thou ſhalt diſperſe my cares; thou 
ſhalt recover my decayed ſenſes ; thou ſhale 
lighten my underſtanding; thou ſhalt inflame 
my will ; thou ſhalt cure all my infirmities : 
And to conclude , thou onely ſhalt work in 
me, and I will be wholly thine. 


— rn ae une en 


The Goſpel for the firſt Sunday in 
Lent, S. Matthew the 4. 


Of aur Saviours being tempted in the 
Deſarrt. 


Hen Feſus was led of the Spirit into the Des 
ſart to be tempted of the Devil, and when 
he had faſted fourty dayes and fourty nights, 
afterward he was hungry : And the tem- 
prer 
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prev arproched and ſaid 10 him , If thou be the 
Sore of God command that theſe ftones be 
made breall : Who anſwered and ſaid, it 
written , n0t in bread alone doth man live, 
but in every word that proceedeth from the 
mouth of God. 

Then the Devil tooh him up into the holy 
City,and ſet him upon the pinacle of the Temple, 
and ſaid tw him,Tf thou be the Son of Gol caſt 
thy ſclf down , for it js written, that he will 
give his Angels charge of thee, and intheir 
hands ſhall they hold thce np, left perhaps tho 
knock thy foot againſt a ſtone. Feſns ſaid to 
him again, It 6 written tbou ſhalt not tempt 
the Lord thy God. 

Again the Devil took him up into 4 very 
high mount#in,znd he ſhewed him all the King- 
domes of the world, and the glory of them,and 
ſaid to him, all theſe"will T give thee if falling 
down thou wilt adore me, Then Fcſus ſaith to 
him, avant Satqn ; for it is written, the Lord 
thy God ſhalt thou adore , and him oncly ſhalt 
thou ſerve. Then the Devil left him, and be- 
hold Angcls came, and miniſtred to him, 


AMoralitics. 


I ] Eſus ſuffered himſelf ro be tempted (faith 
Saint Auguſtine) tothe end he might 
ſerve for a Melidronrtor an example ,and for 
a remedy to work our victory over all rempra - 
tions. We muſt fight on his fide : Ourlife 
is 
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is a continuall- warfare , and: our dayes ate 
Champions which enter into thelifts, There 
is no greater temptation then to have none 
at all : Sleeping water duth nouriſh poyſon. 
Motjon is the worlds ſoul ; fighting againſt 
remptations, is cthe-{qu] of virtues, and olory 
doth ſprivg and bud our of tribulations. Vir- 
rye binders not temptation, but furmounts it. 
Jeſus faſted (faich the ordinary Glolle) that 
he might be tempted, and is rempted becauſe 
be did faſt. He faſtcd fourty dayes and then 
was huagry; he did eat with his Diſciples the 
ſpace of fonrty dayes. after his reſurreQion, 
withoutany more.neceflity of meat, then the 
Sun hath of the earths vapoars : to make us 
thereby know thar -it 'onely appertained to 
him , to teach that great ſecret how to man- 
age want and abundance , by which S. Paul 
was glorified. 

2. Thefirſt victory over a temptation, is 
to-know that which.tempts us: Some tempta» 
tions are gay and ſmiling at their beginning, 
as thoſe of love and pleaſure , which end in 
terrible and bitter ſtorms : Others are 
troubleſome and irkfome ; Others doubtfull 
and intricate : Others rapide and ſudden, 
which ceaſe upon. their prey like an Eagle : 
Others arecloſe and'catching. Theſe are the 
ſnares of Saran, who fomes like a Bore, roars 
like a Lion , and hifferh like a Serpent, We 

fhould alwayes have an eye- ready to _ 
rom 
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from whence the temptation comes, whither - 


it tends , what is the root of it ,- what the 
courle, what the progrefic, and what power it 
may have over our ſpirit. 

3. Solitude of heart, faſting, prayer, the 
word of God , are weapons of an excellent 
remper, which the word incarnate teacheth us 
to uſein this conflit. Theſe things are to be 
uſed with diſcretion, by the counſell of a good 
direQour,to whom a man muſt declare all his 
moſt ſecret thoughts , and bear a breaſt of 
Chriſtall toward him, with a firm purpoſe to 
let him fee all the inward motions of his 
heart, Iris alſo good tonote here that our 
Lord would expreſly be tempted in that De- 
fart which is between Jeruſalem and Jericho, 
where the Samaritan (mentioned in the par- 
able) did poure wine and oyl into the ſores of 
the poor wounded man; to teach us that by 
bis combat he came to cure the wounds of 
Adam, andall his race, in the very place 
where they were received. 

4.Sin is killed by flying the occaſions of it. 
Abſence, reſiſtance, coldnefſe,filence, labour, 
diverſion, have overcome many aſſaults of the 


enemy. Sometimes a Spiders web is ſtrong e&- 


nough to preſerve chaſtity, and at other times 
the thick walls of Semirawis arenot ſufficient. 
God governs all, anda good will to concur 
with him,is a ſtrong aflurance in all perils,and 
it wi!1 keep us untoucht amidſt the flames of 
uſt. 5+ Since 
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5. Since it imports us ſo much to fight va- 
liantly,ler us bring the hearts of Lions. Where 
is our Chriſtianity , if we do not give teſti- 
mony of it tro God both by our fidelity and 
courage > How many Martyrs have been 
roſted and broild becauſe they would not - 
ſpeak one ill word? What henour can you ex- 
pe& by yielding at the firlt entrance to a 
temptation ? Look nor upon the violence ot 
it , but contemplate the Crown which you 
ſhould gain by conquering it ; think at your 
entrance how you will come oft, and know 
for certain that he who truly confiders the 
conſequence of a wicked ation, will never be. 

in it, 
_ 6. Lent is the Spring-time for ſanQified 
reſolutions, it mortifics the body that the 
ſpirit may triumphzir is a time of grace which 
rends to lalvation and mercy. It imports ex- 
treamly to commend all to God at the begin- 
ning, to ſanRibie this faſting which is part of 
our devotion : we muſt abſtain from fleſh,and 
be content with one meal at ſeaſonable hours, 
without making over large.collations; eycept 
age, infirmity, or weakneſſe labour or neceſ= 
ity of other fun&Rions, ſhall diſpence with 
our diet : for thoſe who are unable to faſt, 
ſuffer more by their difability , then others 
do by faſting. Itis good to follow the coun- 
ſell of Athanafews, who adviſeth to cat _ 

al 
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and little,and at a table where there is but one 
ſort of meat. We muſt alſo faſt by abſtinence 
from vice. For to weaken our body, and yer 
nouriſh our naughty paſlions, is to faſt as the 
Devils do, who cat nothing, and yet deyoure 
the world by the rage of their malice. So- 
briety is a ſtream which waters all virtues, 
Our ſoul and body are as the ſcales of a bal- 
lance ; if you pull down the one, you raiſe up 
the cther; andif you tame your fleſh it makes 
the Spirit raign and govern. 


Aſpirations. 

Moſt mercifull Lord, Father, and Prote- 

Ctour of all my life, how great are the tem- 
ptations and ſnares, whereunto I am ſubjez 
when T eat, drink, ſleep, when I do bulinefle, 
when I am both in converſation and ſolitude? 
Whither ſhall this poor ſoul go which thou 
haft thrown into a body ſo frail,in a world fo 
corrupt,and amongſt the afſaulrs of ſo many. 
pernitforſs enemics ? Open , O Lord, thine 
eyes for my guidance, and compaſſionate my 
infirmities : without thee I can do nothing, 
and in thee I can do all that I ought. Give 
me, O Lord, a piercing eye to ſee my danger, 
and the wings an Eagle to fly from it , or 
the heart of a Lion to fight valiantly, that T 
may never be wanting in my duty and fidelity 
to thee, I ow all x mn I am or have to thy 
gracious favour , and I will bope for my fal« 
vation, 
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vation, not by any proportion of my- own 
Yirtues ( which are weak and ſlender )- but by 
thy boundleſſe liberalities, which onely ds 
crown all our good works, 


—}_ A 


The Goſpel upon Munday the fir 
week of Lent, out of 
S. Matthew 25. 


Of the Judgement day. 


AN d when the Sonne of man ſhall come in 

his Majeſty, and all the Angels with him, 
then ſhall he fit upon the ſeat of his Majeſty. 
And all nations ſhall be gathered together be- 
fore him, and he ſhall ſeparate them one from 
another, as the Paſtour ſeparateth the ſheep 
from the goats: And ſhall ſct the ſheep at his 
right hand, but the goats 4t þjs left. 

Then ſhall the King ſay 10 them that ſhall be 
at his right hand, come ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
ther, poſſcſſe you the king dome prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world. For I was 
hungred, and you gave me toeat « I was 4- 
thirſt and you gave me 10 drink:T was 4 ſtrar- 
ger, and you took mein: naked, and you co- 
wered me : fick, aud you viſited me. I was itt 
priſon, and y:u came to me. Then ſhall the juſt 
anſwer bin ſaying, Lord, when did we ſec thee 
an hungred, and fed thee 5 athirſt and gave 


tiee 
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thee drink? and when did we fee thee 4 ſirans 
ger, and t0ck theein? or naked, and covered 
thec ? or when did we ſee thee ſick, or in pri- 
ſon, and came to thee ? And the King anſwer- 
ing, ſhall ſay to them, Amen I ſay to you, as 
long as you did it to one of theſe my leaft bre- 
thren , you did it tome. Then ſhall he ſay to 
them alſo that ſhall be at his left hand, Get you 
away frem me you curſed into fire everlafling, 
which was prepared for the Dewuil and his An- 
gcls. For T was anhunered, and you gave me 
not to eat: Twas athirſt, aud you gave me not 
ro drink : I was 4 ftranger, and ye took me not 
in : naked, and you covered me not: ſick,and in 
priſon, and you did not viſit me. Then they al- 
ſo ſhall anſwer him, ſaying, Lord, when did we 
ſee thee an hungred, or athirfl, or a ſtranger, 
or naked, or ſick, or in priſon, and did not mi- 
niſter to thee ? Then ſhall be anſwer them, ſay - 
iug, AmenT ſay to you,as long as you did it not 
29 one of iheſe leſſer , neither did you it tome, 
And theſe ſhall go into puniſhment cuerlafling: 
but the juſt, into life everlaſting. 


Moralities, 


oy here a Goſpel of great terrour, 
wheie our ſpirit like the Dove of 
Noah, is placed upen the great deluge of 
Gods wrath , and knows nor where to find 
foocing. Every thing is moſt dreadfull ; Bur 
what can be more terrible, then the —_— 
C 
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of Gods judgement , joyned with the great 
uncertainty of the hour of our death ? It is 
an unchangeable decree, that we mult all be 
proces before the high Tribunall of the 
iving God , to render a juſt account of all 
which our ſoul bath done,while it was joyncd 
with our body, as we arc taught by S. Paul. 
We muſt makean account of our time ſpent, 
of our thoughts, words, aQions, of that we 
have done, and that we have omitted, of life, 
death, and of the bloud of Jcſus Chriſt; and 
thereupon receive a judgement of everlaſting 
life or death. All men know that this mult 
certainly be done, but no man knows the hour 
or moment when it ſhall be. So many clocks 
ſtrike about us every day, and yet none can 
let us know the hour of our death. 

2. O how great is the ſolitude of a foul 
in her ſeparation from ſo many great intice- 
ments of the world, ( wheruin many mcn 
live } and in an inſtant to (ce nothing bur the 
good of ill we have done on cither fide us, 
what an aſtoniſhment will it be for a man 
ſuddenly to ſee all the aRions of his life ( as 
upon a piece of Tapiſtree ) ſpred before his 
eyes ; ' where his fins will appear like ſo many 
thorns, ſo many ſerpents, ſo many vene- 
mous beaſts. Where will then be that cozen.- 
ing vail of reputation , and reaſon of ſtate, 
which as yet cover ſo many wicked ations ? 
The ſoul ſhall (in that day of God)be ſhewed 
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naked to all the world, and her own eyes will 
moſt vex her , by witneſling fo plainly what 
ſhe hath done. 

3. O whata parting water is Gods judge- 
ment, which in a moment ſhall ſeparate the 
mettals ſo different ? O what a diviſion will 
then be made of ſome men which now live 
upon the earth ? Some ſhall be madeclear and 
bright like the ſtarres of heaven , and others 
like Coles burning in hell. O what a dread- 
full change will itbe to a damned ſoul at ber 
ſeparation from this life, ro live onely in the 
company of devils in that piercing ſence of 
torments,and erernall puniſhment? Ir is a very 
troubleſome thing, to be tied with filken 
{trings in a bed of Roſes for tbe ſpace of eight 
dayes together. What may we then think of 
a damned ſoul which mult dwell in a bed of 
flames ſolong as there ſhall be a God. 

4. Make uſe of the time given you to wotk 
your ſalvation, and live ſuch a life as may end 
with a happy death,and ſo obtain that favour- 
able judgement, which ſhall ſay ; Come, O 
thou ſoul blefled of God my Father, pollefie 
the kingdome which is prepared for thee from 
the begihning of the world, There is no bet= 
rer means to avoid the rigour of Gods judge- 
ments, then to fear them continually. Imitate 
the tree (mentioned in an Embleme ) which 
beirig deligned ro make a ſhip, and finding it 
elf wind ſhaken as it grew upon the land,faid, 

What 
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what will become of me in the ſea ? If we be 
already moved in this world, by the bare con- 
{1deration of the punithment due to fin, think 
what it will be in that vaſt ſea and dreadfull 
Abyllc of Gods judgements. 
Aſpirations. 

[Ring of deeadfall Majeſty , who doit 

tuſtly dam and unde ſcrved!y {ave fouls 
ſa”? me © fountain of mercy. Pemember 
thy {:]f { Sweet Jeſus | thar I was the cauſe 
of that great journey which thou tockeit 
from God to man ; and do not deſtroy me in 
that dreadfui] ay , which mult decide the 
Queſtion of my life or death for all eternity. 
Take care of my laſt end , ſince thou "art the 
cauſe of my beginning, and the onely cauſe of 
all thatI am. O Father of bounties would+ 
elt thou ſtop a mouth which deſires ſo carn- 
eltly to praiſe and confefle thee everlaiting- 
ly 2 Aias ( O eternall Sweetnefle ) wouldit 
thou dam a ſoul which hath coſt thee ſo much 
{weat and bloud, giving it forever to thoſe 
cruel] and accurſed powers of datkneſle ? 
Rather O Lord pierce.my heart with ſuch a 
tcar of thy judgements, that I may alwaycs 
dread and never feel them : If T forget ,, a- 
wake my memory, if I flie from thee, recall 
me again : If I deferre my amendment, itay 
tor me; If I return, do not deſpiſe my ſoul, 
but open thoſe arms of mercy , which thou 
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didſt ſpread upon the Crofſe, with ſuch rigo- 
rous juſtice againſt thy ſclf, for ſatisfaion 
of my fins, 


——_ 
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The Goſpel upon Tueſday the firſt 
week in Lent, out of 
S- AMatth. 2I» 


Jeſus drove the buyers and {{l!ers out of 
the Temple. 


AX when he was entered Feruſalem, the 
whole city was moved, ſaying, Who % this, 
And the people ſaid , this #s Feſus the Prophet, 
ef Nazareth in Galilee. Aud Feſus entered 
zuto the Temple of God, and caſt out allthas 
ſold and bought in the Temple, and the tables 
of the bankers, and the chairs of them hat ſoid 
pigeons he overthrew : and he ſaith to them, 18 
written, my houſe ſhall be called the houſe of 
prayer, but you have made it a den of thieves. 
And there came 10 him the blind and the lame 
in the temple : and he healed them. And the 
chief Prieſts and Scribes ſceing the marvel- 
0:45 things that he did, and the children crying 
in the Temple, and ſaying, Hoſanna to the ſonne 
of David : they had indignation and ſaid to 
him, beareft thou what theſe ſay £ And Feſus 
ſaid to them wery well , have you never read, 


thas out of the mouthes of infants and ſuck- 
lings 
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lings thou haſt perfeFed praiſe ? and Icaving 
them, he went forth out of the city into Betha- 
nia and remained there. 


Moralittes. 


oy entering into Jeruſalem , went 
{treight ro the Temple, as a good Son 
goes to his Fathers houſe 3 asa high prieſt to 
the SanQuary 3 and as a ſacrificeto the altar. 
He doth very lively intereſt himſelf in the 
g90ds of His heavenly Father, and chafſeth 
out every prophane thing out of that ſacred 
place to give thereby glory to the living God, 
and to pur all things in order. It is a wicked 
ſtain to Religion when Ecclcliaſticall per- 
ſons are vitious and when Churches are pro- 
phaned. Saint Fohu Chryſoftome ſaith, that 
prieſts are the heart ef the Church, but when 
they are wicked they turn all into ſin. A decay- 
ing tree hath alwayes ſome il] quality about 
the root 3 ſo when any people are withour dif- 
cipline, the paſtours are without virtue. The 
want of reverence in Churches , begets the 
contempt of God; they cannot have Jeſus in 
their hearts when they give him affronts even 
in his own Temple. 

2. His houſe ( faith be) is a houſe of 
prayer 3 but your heart ſhould be theſanQu- 
ary, and your lips the door. So long as you 
are without the exerciſe of prayer , you ſhall 
be like a Bee without a Ring , which can 
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make neither honey nor wax. Prayer 1s the 
chiefeſt and moſt efteRuall means of that 
Angelicall converſation to which God calls 
us, by the merits of his paſſion, and by the 
effeRs of his triumphant reſurreQion. Ir is 
the ſacred buſineſle which man hath with 
God , and ( to ſpeak with Saint Gregory 
Naxtianzen) itis the art to make our ſouls 
divine. B:fore ail things you muſt put into 
an order, the number, the time, the place, the 
manner of your prayers ; and be ſure that you 
pay unto God this tciþute with reſpe&,ferver, 
and perſeverancc. But if you dclire to make a 
very good prayer, learn betimes to make a 
prayer of ail your life, Incenſe hath no ſmell 
withour fire, and prayer is of no force with- 
out charity. A man mult converſe innocent- 
ly and purely with men that defireto Treat 
worthily with God. 

3. Keep your perſon and your houſe clean 
f:om ill managing all holy things, and from 
thoſe irreverences, which are ſometimes com- 
mitted in Churches. It is a happy thing for 
a man to be ignorant of the trade of buy- 
- Ing and ſelling benefices, and to have no en- 
rercourſe with the tribunals of iniquity. Ma- 
ny other finnes are written in ſand, and 
town away with a ſmall breath of Gods 
mercy 3 But the faults of ſo great impiety, 
are carved upon a corner of thealtar , with 


a graver of itcel , or with a diamond poinr, 


as 
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as the Prophet ſaith. He deſerves to be made 
eternally culpable , who drics up the foun- 
tain, which ſhould waſte bimſclf, or poiſons 
the ſtream, which he himſelf muſt drink 5 or 
contaminates the ſacraments which are given 
him to purike his ſoul. 


eAſpirations, 


I Picir of God which by reaſon of thy emi- 
nent hight canſt pray to no body, and yer 
by thy divine wiidome makelt all the world 
pray to thee; Give me the gift of prayer, fince 
it is the mother of wiſcdome; the ſeal of virgi- 
nity, the ſanuRuary for our evils, and fountain 
of all our goods. G:ant that T may adore thee 
in Spirit with reverence, ſtcdfaſtnefſe and per- 
ſeverance : and if it be thy divine pleaſure 
that T pray unto thee as I ought ; inſpire into 
me { by thy virtue ) (uch prayers as thou wiit 
hear by thy bounty. 


i 


_ 


The Golpel for Wedneſday the 
fi: week of Lent, 
S. Z1atth, 12, 


The Phariſecs demand a fign of Jeſus. 


T Hen anſwered him cer:ain of the Scribes 
> and Phariſces, ſaying, Majtcr we would 
ſee 4 ſign from thee, who anſwered ,. and ſaid 
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The wicked and advonterou generation ſee- 
Kcth a fign: and a fign ſhall not be given it, 
but the fign of Jonas the Prophet: For as Jo- 
nas was in the Whales belly three dayes and 
three nights: ſo ſhall the Sonne of man be inthe 
beart of tbe carth three dayes and three nights. 
The men of Nineveh ſhall riſe in the judge- 
ment with this generation, and ſhall condemne 
rt, becauſe they did penance at the preaching of 
Jonas. And behold more then Jonas here, Thc 
*Zucen of the ſouth ſhall riſe in the judgement 
with this generation, and ſhall condemne it; be- 
cauſe ſhe came from the ends of the earth to 
hear the wiſdome of Solomon,and bchold more 
tben Solomon here. And when an unclean ſpt= 
rit ſhall go out of a man, he walkceth through 
dry places, ſeeking reſt and findeth not. Then 
bee ſaith, I will return into my houſe whence T 
came out. And ceming he findeth it vacant, 
ſwcpt with beſomes, and trimmed, then goeth 
he and taketh with him ſeven other ſpirits morc 
wicked then himſe!f , and they enter in and 
dwcll there ; a nd ihe laſt of that man be made 
worſe then the firſt. So ſnail is be alſo to this 
wicked gencration- 

As he was yet ſpeaking to the multitudes, 
behold bis mother and hz brethren ſtood with- 
cut , ſeeking to ſpeak to him, and one ſaid unto 


him, beho!d thy mother and thy brethren ftand 


witheat ſeeking thce. But he anſwering him 
vat told bim, ſaid, who is my mother, and who 
are 
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are my brathrcn? And ſtretching forth his 
band upon bis Diſciples , he ſaid, Behold my 
mother and my brethren : for whoſoever ſhall 
do the will of my Father that # in hea- 
ven, he is my brother , aud ſiſter, and mo- 
ther. 


Moralines, 


1 b- is a very ill ſign when we deſire ſigns 

to make us believein God, The figns 
which we demand to fortifie our faith are oft- 
times marks of our infidelity. T here is not a 
more d:.ngerous plague in the events of 
worldly aftairs then to decal with the Devil, or 
ro caſt nativities. All theſe things fill men 
with more faults then knowledge. For divine 
Ocacles have more need to be reverenced then 
interpreted, He that will find God mult ſeek 
him with ſimplicity , and profeſſe him with 

ict. 

s Z Some require 2 ſign , and yet between 


| heavenand eatth, allis fuli of figns. How 


many creatures foever there are, they areall 
iteps and chara&ers of the Divinity. What | 
a happy thing ir is to ſtudy what God is by 
the volume of time, and by that great Book 
of the world. There is not ſo ſmall a lome 
of the meddews, nor (o little a creature upon 
earth , which doth not tell us ſome news of 
of him. He ſpeaks in onr ears by all creatures, 
which are 10 many Organ-pipes tg con- 
vey 


*again, Their lite is nothing but an _ 
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vey his Spirit and voice to us. But he hath no 
fign ſogreat, asthe word incarnate which 
carries all the types of his glory and power. 
About him onely ſhould be all our curioſity, 
our knowledge, our admiration, and our love, 
becauſe in him we can be ſure to find all our 
repoſe and conlolation. 

3. Are we not very miſerable ſince we 
know not our own good but by the lofle of 
ir, which makes us eſteem ſo little of thoſe 
things we have in our hands ? The Nini- 
vites did hear old Fonas the Prophet. The 
Queen of Saba came from farre to hear 
the wiſdome of Solomon : Jeſus ſpeaks to us 
uſually from the Pulpits , from the Altars ; 
in our converſations, in our affairs and re- 
creations : And yer we do not ſufficiently 
eſtcem his words nor inſpirations. A ſur- 
fcited ſpirit miſlikes boney , and is diſtaſied 
with manna, raving after the rotten pots of 
Egypt. But it is the laſt and worſt of all 
ills to difpiſe our own good. Too much con- 
fidence is mother of an approching danger : 
A man muſt keep himſ{if from relapſes 
which are worſe then fnnes , which are the 
oreateſt evils of the world ; he that loves 
danger ſhall periſh in it. The firſt ſfinne brings 
with it one Devil , but the ſecond brings ſe- 
ven : There are ſome who vomit up their 
finnes as che ſea doth cockles to ſwallow them 


an 
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arid flowing of ſinnes, and their moſt inno- 
cent retreats, area difpoſition to iniquity. 
For as boild water doth ſooneſt freez, becauſe 
the cold works upon it with the greater force 3 
ſo thoſe little fecvours of devotion , which an 
unfaithfull ſoul feels in confeſſions, and re- 
ceiving ( if it benot reſolute quite to forſake 
wickedneſfle ) ſerve for nothing elſe but to. 
provoke the wicked ſpirit, to make a new 
impreſſion upon her : It is then we have 
moſt reaſon to fear Gods juſtice, when we 
deſpiſe his mercy. We become neareſt of 
kin to him, when his Ordinances are follow= 
cd by our manners , and our lite by his pre. 
Cepts. 


Aſpirations. 


Word Incarnate , the great ſign of thy 
Q heavenly Father , who carrielt all the 
marks of his glory, and all the charaQters of 
his powers. It is thou alone whom ſeck, 
whom [ eſteem and honour: All that I (ee;all 
I underſtand,all that I feel,is nothing ro me,if 
it do not carry thy name,and take colour from 
thy beauties, nor be animated by thy Spirit, 
T hy converſation hath no trouble , and thy 
preſence no diſtaſte. O ler me hever lofe 
by my negligence , what I poſſefſe by thy 
bounty. Keep me from relapſes, keep me 
from the ſecond gulf, and: ſecond hci} of 
ſinne, He is too blind that profits nothing 
Dy 
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by experience of his own wick<dnefle, and by 
a full knowledge of thy bounties. 


———_— 


— — 


The Goſpel for Thurſday the firſt 
week in Lent, out of S. Matthew 
the 15. 


Of the woman of Canaan. 


Nd Jeſus went forth from thence, and reti- 

red into the quarters of Tyre and Sidon. 
And behold s woman of Canaaii came forth out 
of theſe coaſts, and crying out ſaid ts him,have 
mercy upon me, O Lord , the Se1 of David: 
my daughter is ſore vexed of a Devil, who an- 
ſwered her not « word. And his Diſciples came 
and beſought him ſaying, diſmiſſe her,becauſe 
ſhe cryeth out aficr 152 4nd he auſwaing, ſaid; 
I was not ſent but tothe ſheep that are loft of 
the houſe of Iſracl. But ſhe came aud adored 
bim, ſaying , Lord help me , who anſwering, 
ſeid ; Tt i riot g03d to take the bread of chil-- 
dren, and 10 cayg it to the dogs : but ſhe ſaid, 
yes Lord : for thc dogs alſo eat of the crums 
that fall from the tables of their maſters.Then 
Feſus anſwering ſaid to her , O woman greds 
+ thy faith, be it done to thee as theu wilt : 
and her daughter wa; mac whule from that 
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Mordlities. 


0 Ur Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, after his great 

and wondrous diſcent from heaven, 
to earthz from being infinit to be finit; 
from being God to be man ;5 uſed man 
ſeverall means for ſalvation of the world. 
And behold entering upon rhe frontiers of 
Tyre and Sidon, he was pleaſed to conceal 
himſelf : Bur itis very bard to avoid the 
curioſity of a woman-, who ſecking his pres. 
ſence, was thereby certain to find the full 
point of her felicity, A very ſmall beam of 
illumination refle&ing upon her, carried her 
out of her Countrey,and a little ſpark of light 
brought her to find out the clear ſtreams of 
rruth, We muſt not be tired with ſeeking 
Crod, and when we have found him, his pre- 
ſence ſhould not diminiſh but encreaſe our de» 
ſire to keep him ſtill, Weare to make en- 
trance into our happinefle by taking faſt hold 
of the firſt means offered for our ſalvation; 
and we muſt not refuſe or loſe a good fortune 
which knocks at our door. 

2, Great is the power of a woman when 
ſie applies her ſelf to virtue; behold at onein- 
itant,how one of that ſex aflails God and the 
devil, -prevailing with the one by ſubmiſſion, 
and conquering the other by command : And 
ve which gave the wild Sea arms to contain 
all the world , finds his own arms tied by the 
Chains 
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chains of a prayer which himſelf did inſpice. 
She draws unro her (by a pious violence) the 
God of all {trength, ſuch was the fervency of 
her prayer, ſuch the wiſdome of her anſwers, 
and (uch the faith cf lier words, As he paſe 
ſed away withour ipeakingythic hath the bold 
neſſe to call him to her; whiles he is filent 1: 
prayes; when he cxcuſeth himſelt, ſhe adores 
him; when he rctuſcih her ſwitgſhes draws him 
ro her. To be ſhort, ſhe is ftronger then the 
Patriarch Jacob , for wicn be did wreſtle 
with the Angel , he rcturncd lawe from the 
confli&t ; but this woman attcr ſhe had becn 
ſo powerfull with God , returns ſtrait to h.r 
houſe, the: e to {ce her vidtorics, and polleſie 
her conqueits. 

3. Maik with wha: weapons ſhe over- 
came the greateſt of all conquerours. Cha- 
rity drew her from home to ſcek health tor 
her daughter, becauſe like a good mother, flic 
loved her not with a luxurious love, but in 
her aftlition 5 feeling ail her dolours , by 
their paſſtonate redeRion upon her heart. 
Her fiith was planted upon fo firm a rock, 
that amonegſt all the apparances of deſpair, her 
bope remained conſtant. Humility :d effect 
that the name of Dog , was given lier for a 
title of glory, ſhe makiog prohit cf injurics, 
and converting into honour the greatelt con- 
rempt of her perſon. Her words were low 
ang humble , bur her faith was wondrous 
high, 
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high , fince in a moment ſhe chaſed away the 
devil , ſaved her daughter , and changed the 
word Dog into the name of a Sheep of 
Chriſts flock , as Sedulizs writes. Perſeve- 
rance was the laſt of her virtues in the Com» 
bat , but it was the firſt which gained her 
Crown. If you will imitate her in theſe four 
virtues; Love, Faith, Humility, and Perſe- 
verance , they are the principall materialls of 
which the body of your perfeaion mult be 
compounded. 


eAſpiration. 


Jeſus Chriſt, Son of David, I remember 

well that thy forefather did by his harp 
chaſe away the devil from Saul. And wilr 
not thou , who art the Father of all bleſſed 
harmonies,drive away from me ſo many littfe 
ſpirits, of AﬀeRions, Appetites and Paſl- 
ons, which ttouble and diſcompoſe my heart? 
This poor ſoul , which is the breath of thy 
mouth, and daughter of thine infinite boun- 
tics, is (like the Sun under a cloud) poſleſied 
with many wicked ſpirits , but it hath none 
worſe then that of ſelf-love. Look upon me 
(O Lord) with thine eyes of mercy, and ſend 
me not away with ſilence , ſince thou art the 
Word. Rather call me Dog , ſo that I may 
be ſuffered to gather up the crums which fall 
from thy table. Whatſoever proceeds from 


thy mouth is ſacred, and muſt be taken by me 
"AS 
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asarelick. Tf thou fay T ſhill obtain my 
deſire, IT ſay I will have no other, then what 
thou inſpireſt , and T can be contented with 
nothing , but what ſhall be thy bleſſed will 
and pleaſure. 


—— — —_—_— 


The Goſpel upon Friday the firſt 
week in Lent, S.Jehn15. 


Ot the Probatick Pond. 


A Frer theſe things, there was a feſtivall day 
of the Fews, and Feſus went up to Feru- 
ſalem : and there i at Jeruſalem upon Pro- 
batica , & pond , which in Hebrew is named 
Bethſaide , having five porches. In theſe 
lay a great multitude of fick perſons , of blind, 
lame, withered, cxpcAing the ſtirring of the 
water. And aneAngel of our Lord deſcended 
at & certain time io the pond ; and the water 
was ftirred, And he that had gone down firſt 
znto the pond after the ſtirring of the water, 
was male whole of whatſoever infirmity he 
was holden. And there was a certain man 
there that had been eight and thirty years 
m hu infirmity.Him when Feſs had ſcen lying 
and knew that he had now a loxg time,he ſaith 
10 him. Wilt thou be made whole? The ſick man 
enſwered him, Lord , 1 have noman , _—_ 
he 


at 
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the water k trouhled, to put me rmto the pond : - 
for whiles 7 come, another goeth 4own before 
me. Feſus ſaith to him, Ariſe,take up thy bed, 
and walk. And forthwith he was made whole: 
and he tock up his bed, and and walked. And 
it was the Sabbath that day. The Fews there- 
fore ſaid to him that was healed, it ts the Sab- 
bath, thuu mayeſt r.0t take up thy bed. He an- 
ſwered them, he that made me whole, he ſaid 
to mc, take up thy hed, and walk. They asked 
him therefore , What % that man that ſaid to 
thee, take up thy bed and walk ? But he that 
was made whole , knew not whoit ws. For 
Feſus ſhrunk aſide from the multitude ſtanding 
ia the place. eAfterward Feſus findeth him in 
the temple , and ſaid to him, Behold thou ars 
made whole : fin no more,leſt ſome worſe thing 
chance tothee. That man went hi way , and 
= the Fews that it ws Feſus that made him 
whole, 


Morales. 


1. A Ll the world is but one great Hoſpitall, 

wherein ſo many perſons [anguiſh ex- 
peRing the moving of the water,and the time 
of their good fortune, The Angels of earth 
which govern our fortunes go nor ſo faſt 
as our deſires. But Jeſus who is the great 
Angel of councell ,_ is alwayes ready to cure 
onr maladies z to ſupport our weakneflc, 
and make perfe& our virtues. We need onely 
to 
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to follow his motions and inſpirations, to 

meet with everlaſting reſt. -Ir is a lamentable 

thing, that ſome can patiently expe& the 

barren favours of men twenty or thirty years 

rogether,and yet wiſl not continue three dayes 

p proyer to leek the ineftimable graces of 
od. 

2, The firſt ſtep we muſt make coward 
our ſalvation isto deſire ir. That man is 
worthy to beeternally {ick,who fears nothing 
clie but thelolle of his bodily health. Men 
generally do all what they can poſlibly to 
cure their corporall infirmities ; they abide a 
thouſand vexations ( which are bur too cer- 
tain ) to recover a health which is moſt un» 
certain. And as for the paſſions of the mind, 
ſome love the Feavers of their own love, and 
their worldly ambition above their own life, 
T hey ſuck the head of a venemous aſpick,and 
are kil.ed by the tongue of a viper, They will 
not part with that which kills them 3 and if 
. you take from them the worm which makes 
them itch, or the executioner who doth in- 
deed torment them , they believe you take a- 
way the chiefelt of their felicity. Happy is 
that ſoul which» holds nothing fo dear in this 
world , but will forſake it willingly to find 
God, and will ſpare nothing to gain Pa- 
radiſe. 

3. There is nothing more common , nor 
ſo rare as man. The world is full of jour 

| an 
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and unprofitable men. But to find one very 
compleat in all good things, is to find a di- 
re& Phenix. There are more buſineſſes with- 
out men, then men without buſineſſes, For 
how many charitable employments might 
many lazy and idle perſons ftinde out ? So 
many poor mens affairs continue at a ſtand : 
ſo many miſerable creatures languiſh : ſo ma* 
ny deſolate perſons long to find ſome man 
who ( with little trouble to bimaſelf ) would . 
take ſome ſmall care of their affairs and make 
up ſome little piece of their fortunes. Jeſus 
is the man of God delired of all ages; to him 
we muſt apply our ſelves, ſince he is both life 
and trurh. By him we may come to all hap- 
pineſle, by him we may live in the fountains 
and ſtreams of life, and in him we may con- 
remplate the chiefeſt of all truths. 


Aſpirations. 


V Hat patience have I in committing ſins, 
and how impatientam I in my ſuffe- 
ings for them ? I amever moſt ready to exe- 
cute vice, and unwilling to abide the puniſh- 
ment. O good God, there are many years in 
which I have retained an inclination to this 
diſorder, to that fin, My ſoul is bound as it 
were with Iron chains, in this unhappy bed : 
will th-re be no Angel ro move the water fir 
me 7 But art not thou the Lord and Prince 
of Angels> Then I moſt humbly beſeech 
rhce 
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thee (O blefied Saviour) do thou command, 
and by thy onely word my affairs will go well 
and receivea bappy diſpatch 3 my body will 
become ſound, my ſoul innocent, my heart at 
reſt, and my life an eternall Glory. 


The Goſpel upon Saturday the firſt 
week in Lent, and the Sunday 
following , out of S. 
Matthew 17, 


Of the Transfvuration of our Lord, 


Nd after fix dayes Feſus taketh unto him 

Peter and Fames, and Felnhis brother, 
and brinzcth them into a high mount ain agart: - 
and he was transfigured before them. Aud 
his face did ſhine as the Sun : and his gar- 
ments became white as Snow. And beheld 
there appeared rw them , Moſes and Elias talk- 
ing with him. eAnd Pctcr anſwcring. ſaid 
z0 Feſus , Lord , it % good for us to be here, 
if tbou wilt , let #s make here three taber 
naclcs , one ſorthce , onc for Moſes, and one 
for Elias. And as he was yet ſpeaking, behold 
a bright cloud overſhadowed them. And lo, a 
weice out of the cloud, ſaying, This #s my well- 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed hear 
ye him. Aud the Diſciples hearing it, fell upon 
their face, and were ſore afraid. cAnd Teſus 
came 
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came aud touched them : and he ſaid to them, 
Ariſe, and fear not. And they lifting up their 
eycs, ſaw no body , but oncly Feſus. cAnd 
a they deſcended from the mount, Feſus com- 
mandcd them,ſaying, Tell the viſion 10 no boy, 
ill the Son of man be riſen from the dead. 


AMoralities. 


1,T He words of the Prophet Oſee are ac- 

compliſhed 3 the nets and toils planted 
upon Mount Taber not to catch birds but 
hearts. The moutain which before was a den 
for Tigers and Panthers ( according to the 
Story) is now beautified by our Saviour, and 
becomes a place full of ſweetnefie and raviſh- 
n.ents. Jelus appears transfigured in the high 


. robes of his glory: The cloud made him a pa- 


vilion of gold,and the Sun made his face ſhine 
like it ſelf.The heavenly Father doth acknow- 
ledge his Son as the true Prince of gloryzMoſes 
and Elias both appear in brightnefle, the one 
bearing the Tables of the Law, and the other 
catried in a burning Chariot ( as Origen 
ſaith ) which made the Apoſtles know him. 
For the Hebrews had certain figures of the 
moſt famous men of their Nation in books. 
They both ſas Saint Luke ſaith) were ſeen in 
glory and M:jeſty , which fell upon them by 
refletion of the bean:s which came from the 
body of Jeſus, who isthe true fountain of 


| brightnes. The Apoſtles loſe themſelves in the 
de- 
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delitiouſneſle of this great ſpe&acle z and b 

ſecing more then they ever did, defired to loſe 
their eyes. O that the world is moſt con. 
temptible to him , that knows how to value 
God as he oughr, So many fine powders, fo 
many pendents and favours of Glaſſe; ſo ma+ 


ny Towers and Columns of durt plaſtered 5, 


over with - are followed by a million of 
Tdolaters. To conclude , ſo many worldly 
Jewels are like the empty imaginations of a 
ſick ſpirit , not enlightened by the beams of 
truth. Let us rely upon the word (ſaith Saint 
Auguſtine)which remains for ever,while men 

afſe like the water of a fountain, which hides 
ie ſelf in the Spring, ſhews it ſelf in the 
ſtream,and loſeth ir ſelf at laſt in the Sea, Bur 
God is alwayes himſclf , there needs no Ta- 
bernacle made by tho hands of man, tore- 
main with himz for in Paradiſe, he is both the 
God and the Temple. 

3. Tabor is yet bur a ſmall pattern,we muſt 
vet all the*piece ; we muſt goto the Palace of 
Angels and brightneſſe, where the Taber- 
nacles are no: made by the hands of men. 
There we ſhall ſee the face of the living God 
clearly and at full : There the beauties ſhall 
have no vails to hide them from us : Our be» 
ing ſhall have noend : Our knowledges will 
not be ſubjeR to errour , nor our loves and 
affections to diſpleaſure, O what a joy will it 
be to enjoy all , and defire nothing ; tobea 

| Magi- 
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Magiſtrate without a ſuccefſour, to be a King 


Z without an enemy, to be rich without cove - 


roufnefle, to negotiate without money, and 
to be everliving without fear of death. 
3. But who can get up to this mountain, 


, except he of whom the Propher ſpeaks ? who 
Z bath innocent hands and a clean hearc ? who 


hath not received his ſoul of God in vain, to 
bury it in worldly pelf. To follow Jeſus we 
mult transform our ſelves into him z by 
hearing and following his doQrine,ance God 
the Farher propoſeth him for the teacher ob 
mankind, and commands us to hearken unto 
him, We muſt follow his examples, ſince 
thoſe are the originalls of all virtues. T he beſt 
trade we can praiſe in this world is that of 
transfiguration : and we may do it by redu- 
cing our form to the form of our Lord, and 
walking upon earth like men in heaven, Then 
will the Sun make us have ſhining faces, when 
purity ſhall accompany all our aQions and 
intentions. Our clothes thall be as white as 
ſnow, when we ſhall once become innocent 
in our converſations, we ſhall then be raviſhed 
like the Apoſtles, and after we have beer; ar 
mounv Tabor, we ſhall be blind ro the reſt 
of the world, and ſce nothing bur Jeſus. Ir is 
morevover to be noted that our Saviour did 
at that time entertain himſelf with diſcourſe 
of his great furure ſufferings, and of his 
death 3 to reach us that his crofle was the 

D ſtep 
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ſtep by which he mounted up to beatitude. 
Aſpirations, 


O Bleſſed Palace, O magnificent Tabor 


which this day didſt hold upon thee the 
Prince of Glory ; I love and admire thee, but 
I admire ſomewhatelſe above thee: TItis the 
heavenly Jeruſalem, that triumphant compa- 
ny, that face of God; where al] thoſe beauties 
are, which ſhall never ceaſe to be beauties. It 
is for that T live, for that I die, for that I lan- 
ouiſh with a holy impatience. O my Jeſus, my 
moſt benigne Lord, transform me then into 
thee, that I may thereby be transformed into 
God. If I have carried the earthly Image of 
Adam, why ſhould I not alſo carry the form 
of Jeſus ? Catch me O Lord within thoſe tiſ- 
ſued nets and golden toils of  brightneſle, 
which rhou didſt plant uponthis ſacred moun- 
rain. Ir is there I would leave mine eyes, it is 
there I reſolve to breath out my ſoul. I ask 
no tabernacles to be there built for me; I bave 
long ſince contemplated thy heart, -( O Fa- 
ther of eſſences and all bounties) as the moſt 
faithfull abode of my cternity. 


The Goſpel upon Munday the (c- 
cond week in Lent,S. Fehn $. 
Jeſus ſaid to the Jews where I go ye 

cannot come. 


Tian therefore Feſus ſaid tothem, T go,aud 
AA ſal ſeek me, and ſhall die in your fin, 
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Whither T go, you cannot come. The Fews 
therefore ſaid,why will be kill himſelf, becauſe 
be ſaith, whither I go, you cannot come ? And 
he ſaid to them, you are from bencath, I am 
from above : you are of this world, I am not 
of this w tld. Therefore 1 ſay to you, that you 
4% die in your ſins. For if you beileve not 
that T am be, ye ſhall die in your fins. They ſaid 
therefore to him, Who art thou ? Feſus ſaid 
80 them, The beginning, who alſo ſpeak to you. 
Many things Td have to ſpeak and judge of you : 
but he that ſent me #s true : and what T have 
heard of him, theſe things IT ſpeak in the 
world. And they knew not that he ſaid to them 
that his Father was God, Feſus therefore ſaid 
10 them, when you ſhall have exalted the Son 
ef man, then you ſhall know that I am he, and 
of my ſelf I do nothing , but as the Father hath 
taught me, theſe things T ſpeak : and hethas 
ſent me is with me: and be hath not left me 
«lone, becauſe the things thas pleaſe him, T 
40 alwaycs. 


Aforalitics. 


I, Ne of the greateſt misfortunes of our 

life is, that we never ſufficiently know 
Our own good, till we loſe it. We flie from 
that we ſhould ſeek : we ſeek that we ſhould 
avoid, and never begin to bewail our loſſes, 
but when they are not to be recovered, Thoſe 
Jews poſſefed an ineftimable treaſure, by the 

D z pce- 
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reſence and converſation of the Son of God. 
Bur they ſer light by ir, and fo at laſt they la- 
mented amonglt eternall flames, what they 
would not fee in ſo clear a light. Let us take 
heed of deſpiſing boly things, and avoid hard- 
nefle of heart, which is a gulf of unavoidable 
miſchiefs. 

2, It is a ſtrange thing that God is fo near 
us, and yet we ſo far from him. That which 
hinders us from finding him, is becauſe he is 
above, and we bclow. We are too much for 
the world 5 too faſt nailed to the earth ; too 
much bound ro our ſuperfluous buſinefles and 
cares of this lifez and roo much ſubje& to our 
own appetites. He muſt not be ſlave to his 
body,that pretends to receive good from God, 
who is a Spirit : He muſt not embark himfelf 
deeply into worldly matters, who defires the 
fociety of Angels. He muſt paile from his ſenſe 
to his reaſon,from reaſon to grace,from grace 
to glory. It you defire re find God, ſearch for 
him as the three kings did in the mranger;in his 
bumility : Look for him as the blefied Vire 
vin did in the temple, in his piety ; Seck 
him as the Maries did in his Sepulchre, by the 
meditation of death : Bur ſtay not there, ſave 

onely to make a paſlage to lite. 
3. When you have lifted me up to the 
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Crofle (faith our Saviour) you ſhall knew . 


that 1 am the true Son of God. And indeed 
it js a gieat wongerthat the infinit power of 
: that 
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that Divinity would manifeſt ir ſelf in the in- 
firmity of the Crofle.It was onely for God to 
perform this great del1gn,and aſcend up to his 
throne of Glory, by the baſcit diſgraces of the 
world. The good thicf ſaw no other title or 
fign of his kingdome, bur onely his body co- 
vered over with bloud,and opprefled with do- 
lours, He learned by that book of the Croſſe 
all the glory of Paradiſe : and he apprehended 
that none but God could endure with ſuch 
patience ſo great torments. If you will be 
children of God, you muſt make ir appear by 
participation of his Crofle, and by ſuffering 
tribulation : By that Sun our Eagle tries his 
young ones, he who cannot abide that ſhining 
ray. ſprinkled with bloud, ſhall never attain 
to beatitude. It is not comely to ſee a head 
crowned with thorn, fit in a rotten chair of 
delicafics, 


Afirations. 


O Blefled Saviour who doſt lift up all the 
earth with three fingers of thy power, 
raiſe up a little this ſinfull maſle of my body 
which weighs down it ſelf ſo heavily. Give we 
the wings of an Eagle to fly after thee, for I 
am conltantly afalved to follow thee, whi- 
therſaever thou gaeſt ; for though it ſhould be 
within the ſhadow of death, what can I fear 
being in thearms of life ? I am not of my 
{clf, nor of the world, which is ſo geeat a de- 
D; celver 
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Ceiver, Since | am thine by ſo many titles, 
(which bind me to adoration) I will be ſo in 
life, in death, in time, and for all eternity. I 
will take part of thy ſufferings. ſince they are 
the (carfs « f our Chriſtian warfare. Tribula- 
tion is a moſt excellent engine ; the more a 
man is kept under, the higher he mounts : He 
deſcends by perfe&t humility, that he may 
aſcend to thee by the ſteps of glory. 


—— v__ 


The Goſpel for Tueſday the ſecond 
week in Lent, S. ſatthew the 23. 


Jeſus ſaid, the Phariſces fit in Moſes chairs 
believe therefore what they ſay. 


T Her Feſus ſpake to the multitudes and to 
his P:ſciples, ſaying, upon the chair of 
Moſes ha: e ſitten the Scribes and Phariſees. 
All things therefore whatſocucr they ſhall ſay 
70 you obſerve ye and do ye : but according t0 
their works ds ye not, for they ſay and do not © 
for they bind heavy burtbens aud importable, 
and put them upon mens fhoulders, but with a 
finger of their own thcy will not move them. 
But they do all their works for to be ſeen of men 
for they make broad their Phylaferies, and 
enlargeetheir fringes. And they love the firft 
places at ſuppers, and the firſt chairs inthe Sy- 
 nagogues, and ſalutations in the market ow, 
au 
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and to be callcd of men Rabbi: But be not 
you called Rabbi ; for one ts your Mater, and 
all you arc brethren, And call none father #0 
your ſelf upon earth, for one ts your Father, he 
that is in Heaven, neither be ye called Ma- 
ſtcrs, for ones your Maſter, ({brifl : be that 
7s the greater of you ſhall be your ſcrvitour. 
And he that cxaltcth himſelf ſhall be hamble : 
and hethat humbleth himſclf ſhall be exalted. 


Moralitics. 


I. [! is a very dangerous errour to think that 
our Saviour in this Goſpel had a purpoſe 

to introduce an Anarchy, and to make all 
men cquall. He ſheweth in many places, that 
he would bave Kings, Princes, Magiſtrates, 
Fathers and DoRours, Bur he would nor 
have men to come to honours by a vain am- 
bition, nor others to honour them but onely 
as they have dependency upon the power of 
God Almighty, Let every ſoul ( faith the 
Apoſtle be ſubje& ro higher powers, for there 
is no power but it cometh from God : He 
gives us (uperiours not for us to judge, but to 
obey them, If a man cannot approve their 
manners, he muſt at leaſt reverence the cha- 
racer of their authority. They ſhould be 
pur Chriſtians for themſelves, but they are 
uperiours for us. He that refiſteth their 
power, doth refiſt God who ordained them. 
Anda{ll the great evils happening by herefies 
D 4 aid 
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and rebellions, proceed from no other foun- 
tain, but from contempt of powers eſtabliſh= 
ed by the decree of heaven : A man may pre- 
tend zeal, but there is no better ſacrifice then 
that of obedience.If great perſons abuſe their 
offices, God will find it out, and as their dig- 
-nities are great, ſo their puniſhment ſhall be 
anſwerable. 

2. One of the greateſt diſorders of this 
life is, that we go for the moſt part outwardly 
to pleaſe the world, and are little carefull of a 

ood inward application of our ſelves to 
pleaſe God. In ſtead of taking the way of 
Gods Image ( from whence we 5311 come ) we 
are content to have virtues onely by imagina- 
tion, and vices in their true ellence. Nem- 
broth profeſſed himſelf a ſervant of the true 
God, and yet adored the fire in ſecret. Jeſus 
hath many worſhippers in words, but fewin 
truth. Some ſtand upon formalities, others 
upon diſguiſed habits , others amuſe them- 
ſelves about ceremonies, others go as upon 
certain ſprings to make themſelves counted 
wiſe. Moſt men would ſeem what they are 
nor, and much troubled to be ſeen what they 
ace. All their time doth paſle in faſhions and 
countenances 3 but death and Gods judge- 
ments t ake off all thoſe maskes. 

3. To ſay that we have ſeen a man exte- 
riouily devout and ſpiritual] ( except he be 


o inwardly) is to ſay, we have +" 
Withe 
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without a foundation, a tree without a root, 2 
vellell move upon the ſea without a bottome, 
and an excellent clock without a ſpring. For 
the ſame which the foundation is to a houſe, 
the root to a tree, the bottome to a ſhip , and 
the ſpring to a clock, the ſame is a mans inte» 
riour life to all virtue, What is a man the bet 
ter who reſembles window cuſhions which are 
covered with velvet, and {tuft with hay 3 or 
ro be like the picture of Diana, in Hamers 
Tland, which wept to ſome , and laught to 0- 
thers. A little ſpark of a good conlcience.is 
berter then all the lights ” the world, Why 
do we crucifie our ſelves with ſo many diſh- 
mulations, ſo many ceremonies, ſo many en- 
forccments upon our natures, to ſerve and 
pleaſe men, onely to get ſmoke 2 He that ſows 
wind ( ſaith the Prophet ) ſhall reap a ſtorm. 
Let us live to our ſelves in the purity of a 
good conſcience, and ofa perte& humility; if 
we dclire to live for ever with God. Thoſe 
thadows of falſe devotion procced from the 
leaves of that figtree, wherewith Adam and 
Eve covered their nakednefle: do not we know 
that hypocrifie is the (ame thing to virtue, 
which painting is to faces ? and that it is the 
very moth which deyours ſanCity , and will 
at the day of judgement make all thoſe ap- 
pear naked, which to the world ſeem well ap- 


parrelled., 
Ds Api. 
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 eAſpirations, 

God of all truth, wherefore are there ſo 
$ Poms fRions, and counterfeit- behavi- 
ours ? Muſt we alwayes live to pleaſe the eyes 
of others, and runne after the worn of va- 
nity, which leaves nothing but illufion 
within our eyes, and corruption in our man- 
ners. I will live unto thee / O fountain of 
lives) within whom all creatures have life, 
T will retire my ſelf into my own heart , and 
negotiate with ir by the ſecret feeling of a 

ood conſcience , that I may treat with thee. 
What need I the eyes of men, if I have the 
eyes of God ? They alone are ſufficient to 
do me good, ſince by their aſpeR they give 
happineſſe to all the Saints. I will ſeck for 
thee ( O my beloved Lord )) from the break 
of day,till the dead time of the night. All pla- 
ces are ſolitary where thou art nor, and where 
thou art,there onely is the fulnefle of all plea- 


ſures. 


The Goſpel for Wedneſday, the ſc- 
cond week in Lent,S, 71at. 20. 


T he requeſt of the wife of Zebedee for her 
ſonnes Fames and Fobn 


AN d Feſus going up to Feruſalem, tock rbe 
< 3 twclue Diſciple: ſccreily,and ſaid to ur 
p01; 
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behold we go up to Feruſalem, and the Son of 
man ſtall he delivered 16 the chief Prieſts aud 
30 the Scribes, and they ſhall condemne him to 
death, and ſhall deliver him to the Geniles to 
be mocked, and ſcourged, and crucified , and 
the third day he ſhall riſe again. 

Then came to him the mother of the ſonnes of 
Zcbedec with her ſouncs, adcring and acfiring 
ſomething of him : who ſaid to her, what wile 
thou ? She ſaith to bim, Say that theſe my two 
ſonnes may ſit one at thy right hand, and one at 
thy left hand in thy Kingdome. And Jiſus 
anſwering ſaid, you krow not what you dcfire. 
Canze drink of the cup that T ſhall drink of © 
They fay 16 him we can. He ſaith to them, 
My cup indeed you ſhall drink of : but to fit 
a; my right haud and left, us not mine to gre 


to you, but to whom it js prepared of my Fas» 
ther. 


Moralllics. 


1, TX 7 Hit a ſhort life have we, and 

'« ſuch large and vaſt ambiti. 
ons ? We fear every thing like mortall 
men, and yet dcfire all, asit we ſhould be 
immortall upon carth. Itis a ſtrange thing 
to ubſerve how the deſire of honour ſlides 
even amongſt the moſt refined devotions. 
Some one is counted an Angell of heaven a- 
mongſt men, who hath not forſaken his 
pretences upon earth, Ambition ſlceps in 


1 
ws 
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the boſomes of perſons conſecrated for the Al. 
tars. It overthrows ſome whom luxury could 
not ſtir; and moves thoſe whom avarice 
could not touch. We defire all to be known, 
and to ſeem what weare not : but this ſeem- 


ing is that which doth bewicch us. All paſſi- yg 


ons grow old and weaker by age 3 onely the 
defire of worldly riches and honours, is a ſhirt 
which we never put off till we come tothe 
grave. Why do we fo extremely torment 
our poor life, by running after this ſhadow of 
honour , which we cannot follow withour 
trouble, nor poſſeſſe without fear , nor loſe 
without ſorrow ? Is it not aſtrange folly that 
men love ſuch vanities till the very laſt inſtant 
of their own ruines, and fear nothing, ſo they 
may tumble into precipices of gold and 
tlver ? 


2. What great pains you take for theſe 


children, as if they did not more belong to 
God then you : you cait day and night where 
to place them when the providence of God 
( whichis the great Harbinger of the world) 
bath already markt their lodgings. One is 
ſettled ina good Religious courſe, another 
inthe grave, another perhaps ſhall have more 
then is neceflary ro make him a good man. 
Eve imagined that her fonne Cain ( baving 
all the world ) would have become ſome 

reat God, when ambition made him a devil 
incarnate, You ſhall rarely make your = 
cn 
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dren great Saints by getting them great ho= 
nours. You deſire they ſhould poſleſſe all 
that which overthrows them ; and pretend- 
ing to makea building with one hand , you 
ans it with the other. By all your ear- 
neſt wiſhes, and all your laborious endeavours 
( for advancement of your children } you 
effe& nothing, but thereby give them intice- 
ments to pleaſure and weapons for ini- 
quity, 

3- Whereupon ſhould we build our am- 
birions, if not upon the bloud of the holy 
Lambe? At the foot of the Crofle we behold 
a God covered with bloud , crowned with 
thorns, and reproches , who warns us to be 
humble z and at the ſame time we egarly pur- 
ſue worldly glory and ambition : We reſemblc 
that unhappy daughter of Mziltiades who did 
proſtiture herſelf under her fathers Trophees, 
By our anmeaſurable hunting after honours 
amoneſt the ignominies of Jeſus Chriſt, we 
2bandon our ſelves to diſhonour, and make no 
other uſe of the croſje, but onely to be a wit- 
nefle of our infidelity. | 


Aſpirations. 


A Void , be gone you importunare cares 
of worldly goods and honours ! you lit. 
tle tyrants which burn the bloud within our 
veines, and fill the moſt innocent pleaſures of 
our life with bitter ſaxrows, what have I more 
to 
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to do with you ? My children ſhall be what 
God will. T hey ſhall bebut too rich when they 
bave virtue for their portion,and but too high 
when they ſhall ſce a true contempr of the 
world under their feet . God forbid that I 
ſhould go abou: any worldly throne upon the 
holy Lambs bloud, or that I ſhould rajk of 
honours, when there is mention made of the 
holy croſſe. O Jeſus thou father of all true 
elories, thou ſhalt trom henceforth be my one - 
ly crown. All greatnefle where thou art not, 
thall ro me be onely baſenefle , T will mount 
up to thee by the ſtairs of kumility, fince by 
thoſe thon cameſt down to me, IT will kifle 
the paths of moun: Calvary, which thou haft 
ſprinkled with thy precious bloud,and eftce n 
the Crofie,above all worldly things,fince thou 
haſt conſecrated it by thy crucil pains 3 and 
broughtus forth upon that dolorous bed to 


the day of thy eternity, 
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The Goſpel upon Thurſday the ſe- 
cond week in Lent, out 
of S., Luke 16. 


Of the rich Glutton and poor Lazarus. 
Here was 4 certain rich man , and he was 
<lothed with purple and ith, and he fare 

eucry day maznificall, . And therc was a certain 
beggcr 
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begger called Latarm, that lay at his gate ful, 
of ſores, defiring 10 be filled of the crums that 
fell from the rich mans table, but the dogs al. 
ſo came, and licked his fores. And it camene 

paſſe that the begger died, and was carried o; 
the eAngels into Abrahams boſome. And the 
richman alſo dicd, and he was buried in hell, 
and lifting up bi eyes , when he was in tor- 
ments, he ſaw Abraham afar off , and Laza- 
rus in hy boſome. And he crying ſaid, Fatber 

rAbraham, have mercy on me, and ſend Lat 4- 
rus that he may dip the tip of his finger irto 

watcr, for to cool my tongue, becauſe T am tor- 
mented in this flame. And Abraham ſaid to 
him, fon remember that thou didſt receive good 
things in thy life time , aud Lazarm likewiſe 
cuvill: but now he comforted , and thou tor- 
mented. And beſide all theſe things, betwcen 
us and you there 1s fixed a great Chaos : thats 
they which will paſſe from hence to you,may not, 

xcither go from thence hither. And he ſaid,then, 
father, T beſeech thee that thou wouldeſt ſend 
him unto my fathers houſe, for T have froe bre- 
thren, for 10 teſtific unto thern, leſt they alſo come 
into this place of torments. And Abrabam ſaid 
to him, thcy have Moſes and the Prophets : let 


them hear them. But he ſaid,no, father cAbra- 


ham, but if ſome man ſhall go from the dead to 
them,they will 4o penance. eAnd he ſaid to him, 
if they hear not Moſes and the Prophets, nei- 
ther if one ſhall riſe again from the dead, will 


zbey believe. Mora- 
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Mcralities. 

x; A Rich man and a poor meet in this 

world , the one loden with treaſures 
the other with ulcers. 'They both meet in 
the other world, the one in a gulf of fire, 
the other in Abyile of delights : Their euds 
are as different as their lives were contrary: to 
teach us that he which ſhall conſider rightly, 
the end of all worldly finnes and vanities will 
have in horrour the defire of them. And as 
there-is nothing, for which godly poor men 
may not hope , ſo is thete nothing which 
wicked rich men ſhould not fear. He that is 
proud of riches is proud of his burdens, and 
chains, but if he unload them upon the poor, 
he will be eaſed of his pain and ſccured in his 
Way. 

2, Thelife of manis a marvelous Come- 
dy ; wherein the greateſt part of our aCtions 
ate plaid under a curtain , which the divine 
providence draws uver them to cover us. Ic 
concealed poor Lazarus and kept him in cb- 
ſcurity, like the fiſh which we never ſce till ir 
be dead. But Jeſus draws the curtain , and 
makes himſelf che hiſtorian of this good poor 
man, ſhewing us the ſtate of his ſoul, of his 
body, of his-life and death. He makes him 
appear in Abrahams boſome as within the 
temple of reit and happineſle, and makes him 
known te che rich man as to the treaſurer of 


hells riches. Are not we unwortby the name 
which 
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which we carry, when we deſpiſe the poor,and 
hatc poverty as the greateft miſery ? fance the 
Sonne of God having once "conſecrated it up- 
on the throne of his Manger , made it ſerve 
for his ſpouſe during life, and bis bride-made 
at the time of his death, 

3. This rich glutton dreamed, and at the 
end of his dream found himſelf buricd in 
hell. All thoſe pomps of his life, were ſcat- 
tered in an inftant as ſo many noRurnall il- 
lukons, and his heart filled with eternall 
gricfand torment, His firſt miſery is a ſud- 
den, unexpected and hideous change from a 
huge ſea of delicacies, into an unſufferable 
gulf of fire : where he doth acknowledge that 
one of the greateſt vexations in miſery is 
to have been happy. Another diſaſter which 
afflits him, is to ſec Latarus in Abrahams 
boſome, to teach us that the damned are tor= 
mented by Paradiſe, even to the very loweſt 
part of hell ; and that the moſt prmom of 
their torments is, they can never forget their 
lofle of God. So ſaith TheophilaF that Adam 
was placed over againſt the terreftriall Pa- 
radiſe from whence he was baniſhed , that 
in his very puniſhment he might ſee the 
happineſle he had loſt by his foul fault. Now 
you muſt addeto the reſt of his ſufferings the 
great Chaos which ( like a diamond wall ) is 
between hell and Paradiſe , together with 


the privation of all comfort 3 thoſe lofles 
* without 
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Without remedy; that wheel of eternity, where 
death Jaſteth for ever , and theend begins a- 
gain without ceaſing , andthe torments can 
never fail or diminith. 

4. Do good with thoſe goods which God 
bath given you , and ſuffer them not to make 
you wicked 3 but employ your ricaes by the 
hands of virtue : If gold be a child of the Sun, 
why do you hide him from his father ? God. 
choſe the boſome of rich Abraham , to be the 
Paradiſc of poor LaFarus. So may you make 
the necdy feel happinefle by your bounty ; 
your riches ſhal! raiſe you up , when they are 
trodden under your feet. The Prophet ſaith, 
you muſt ſow in the field of Aſms,it you deſire 
to reap in the mouth of Mercy. 


Aſpriraions. "7 

God of juſtice I tremble at the terrour of 

of thy judgements. Great fortunes of the 
world ( full of honour and riches ) are fair 
trees, oft-times the more ready for the ar : 
Their weight makes them apr to fall , and 
prove the more unhappy fucil for erernall 
tlames. O Jeſus, father of the poor,and King 
of the rich, I moſt humbly vidtech thee never 
oive my heart in prey to coverouſneſie, which 
(by loading me with land) may make me for- 
get bzaven. I know that death muſt conſume 
me to the very bones, and I ſhall then poſſefie 
nothing but what I have given for thee. ar 
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I then live in this world ( like a Griffin) to 
hoard up much gold , and filver whereof I 
ſhall never have uſe, and ſtill be vexed with 
care how to preſerveir > O moſt mercifull 
Lord, ſufter me not to be taught by hell fire, 
that which I may have negleRed to learn out 
of thy Goſpel. I moſt heartily renounce all 
luxury and pomp of the world , and this car- 
nall life, which would alwayes buhe it ſelf a- 
bout my body. If thou be pleaſed to make me 
rich, I will bz fo for the poor; and if thou 
make me poor, I will make my elf rich in thee, 
who art the true riches of all thine ele, 


| The Goſpel upon Friday the ſecond 


week in Lene, S. Matth.2t. 


Of the Maſter of a Vineyard whoſe fon was 
killed by his Farmers. 


A Nother Parable hear ye : A man there was 
an houſholder, who planted a Vineyard and 
made a hedge round about it, and digged init 


4a preſſe, and builded a tower, and lct it ous to 


hubbandmen, and went forth into a ſtrange 
Country. And when the time of fruits drew 
ugh, he ſent his ſervants to the husbandmen,to 
receive the fruits thereof. And the husband- 
men apprehending his ſervants, one they beat, 

another 
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another they killed , and another they ſtoned. 
Again , be ſent other ſervants more then the 
former ; and they did to them likewiſe. Aud 
lift of all, he ſem to them his Son ſaying ,They 
will reverence my Son. But the husbandmcn 
ſceing the Son, ſaid within themſclues, This #8 
the heir, come let us kill him, and we ſhall have 
bi inheritance. And apprehending him, they 
ca? him forth out of thc vineyard , and killed 
him. When thcrefore the Lord of the vine- 
yard ſhall come , what will he do to thoſe hua- 
bandmeit ! They ſay t6 bim, The naughty men 
be will bring to vought : and bis vineyard he 
will let out to other husbandr en, that ſhall reu- 
der him the fruit of thcir ſeaſons. 

Feſus ſaith tothem, have you never read in 
the Scriptures, The Alone which the builders re» 
jefed, the ſame is made into the head of the 
corner ? By our Lord was this done ,, and it 
marvellous in our eyes. Therefore I ſay to you, 
that the Kingdome of God ſhall be taken away 
from you, and ſhall be given to a Nation yicld- 
ing the fruits thereof. And be thas falleth 
upon this ftoue, ſhall be broken : and ou whom 
it falleth, it ſhall all to bruiſe him. eAnd when 
the chief Pricſts aud Phariſees had heard his 
Parables , thcy knew that he fake of them. 
And ſceking to lay hands upon him, they feared 
the mutitudes : becauſe they held him as 4 
Prophet. 


Moralitics. 
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Aoralities. 

VV E have reaſon to feat all that is in us, 
yea even the gifts of God : All his 
favours are ſo many chains; If they bind us 
not to do our duty , they will bind us 
to the puniſhment due for that negle&. Our 
ſoul is given us by God as a thing borrowed 
fr om heaven, we muſt not be too prodigall of 
it. .We muſt dig up ill roots as we do in land 
cultivated: The time will come, that we muſt 
render up the fruits; and ſhall we thenpreſent 
thorns ? Examine every day how you profit. 
and what you do : draw every day a line, but 
draw it toward eternity, What can you hide 
from God who knows all ? What can you 
repay to Ged who gives all? and how can you 

requite Jeſus who hath given himſelf ? 

2. How many meſlcngers doth God ſend 
to our hearts without intermiſſion, and how 
many inſpirations which we reje& ? So ma- 
ny Sermons which we do not obſerve, and ſo 
many examples which we negle&.Jeſus comes 
in perſon by the Sacrament of the Altar, and 
we drive him-from us, te crucifie him , when 
we place the Devil and Morrall fin in his 
room, Whar other thing can we expe& for 
reward of all theſe violences, but a moſt fear- 
full deftr}tion,if. ye do not prevent the ſword 
ot juſtice by walking in rhe paths of Mercy ? 
Our vanities which at firſt are like ſmall 

threds, by the contempt of Gods grace, come 
to 
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to be great cables of fin. He that defers his re- 
canyons is in danger toloſc it , and will be 
kept out of the Ark with the croking Raven, 
ſince he bath negleRed the mourning of the 
ſorrowfull Dove. 

3- It is a moſt horrible thing to ſee a ſoul 
left to it ſelf, after it hath ſo many times for- 
ſaken the inſpirations of God. It becomes a 
deſolate vineyard , without incloſure, 'T he 
wild Boar enters into it and all unclean and 
ravenous creatures do there ſport and leap 
without controle. God hangs clouds over it 
but will let no drop of water fall upon it. The 
Sun never looks upon it with a loving eye : all 
there, is barren, venemous, and near to hell, 
Therefore above all things we muſt fear to be 
forſaken of God. Mercy provoked, changes 
it ſelf into ſevere Juſtice. All creatures will 
ſerve (as Gods inſtruments) to puniſh a fu- 
eitive ſonal, which flies from him by her ingra- 
titude,when he draws her to him by the ſweet- 
nefle of his benefits, | 


Aſpiration. 

Las, O great father of the worlds family, 

I am confounded to ſee thy vineyard (o ill 
ordered , made fo barren and froyitd. My 
paſſions domineer , like wild beaſts, and de- 
vours the fruits due to thy bounty. T am hear- 
tily ſorry 1 have (o little eſteemed thygraces , 
and to have preferred all that ( which makes 
me. 
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me contemptible) before thee. I do this day 
renounce all the abuſes of my ſoul. I will 
grow and proſper under thy bleflings : I will 


he flouriſh under thy aſpe@, and fructifie under 

thy proteRion. Command onely thy graces 
ul and ſweet dews of heaven (which are as paps 
I of thy favours )to rain upon me and water this 
2a rotten trunk of my heart. Speak to that eye of 
he love 3 that beautifull eye of Jeſus that it will 
1d ſhine upon me but once with that ray , which 


To doth make ſouls happy for ever. 


—— TU 


I The Goſpel upon Saturday . the 


& | ſecond week in Lent, 

s S, Luke 15. 

1 - 

® Of the prodigall Child. 

: Nd he ſaid , a certain man had two ſons; 


and the younger of them ſaid to his father, 
Father , give me the portion of ſubſtance that 
belongeth to me : and he divided unto them 
the ſubAance. And not many dayes after, the 
younger ſon gathcring all his things together, 
went from | wk into 4 far Countrey, and 
there he waſted bis ſub$ance, living riotouſly. 
And after be bad ſpent all, there fell « ſore fa- 
mine in that Country , and he began 1 bein 


need : and be went and cleaved 10 one of 
the 
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the Citizens of that Countrey, and he ſent him 
imo his Farm to feed ſmine, And he would 
fain have filled his belly of the husks that the i 
ſwine did eat , and 10 body gave unto him. 
And returning 10 himſclf, he ſaid, How many % 
of my fathers hirelings have abundance of 
bread, and I here periſh for famine ? I will a- 
riſe, and will goto my father , and ſay to him, 
Father, I have ſinned againft heaven, and be» 
forethee, T am not now wcrthy #0 be called thy 
ſon, make me as one of thy hirelings. And ri- 
fing up he came to his father; and wheu he was 
yet far off, his father ſaw him, and was moved 
with mercy , and running to him , fell upon his 
ncck and kiſſed him. Aud his ſon ſaid to him 
Father , T have finned againſt heaven and be- 
fore thee, 1 am not now worthy to be called thy 
ſon. And the father faid to bi ſervants, 
Quickly bring forth the firli ſtole , and do ts | 
0n him, aud put a ring upon hx band, and ſhoos 
upon his feet , and bring the fatted calf , and 
kill it, and let us eat and make merry, becauſe 
this my ſon was dead,e % revived;was loft, &@ 
% found. And they began to make merry, But 


bis elder ſon was in the field, and when he came 


and drew nigh tothe houſe, he hcard mufick & 
dancing : t& he called one of the ſervants, and 
asked what theſe things ſhould be? And he ſaid 
zo him,Thy brother iscome, and thy father hath 
killed the fatted calf, becauſe he hath received 


bim ſafe.But hehad indignation,& would not g0 
78. 
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in. His father therefore going lr ecy to 


== defrre him. But he anſwcriug,ſaid to his father, 
© Bch:ld,ſo many years do T ſerve thee, T never 
7 tranſereſſed thy commandment, and 1hou didſt 


never give meakid to make merry with my 


friends. But aficr that thy [qa that hath 
) 


devoured his ſubflence with whores, #% come, 


| thou haſt killed for him the fatted calf. But 


he ſaid to him, Soune , thou art alwayes with 
me, and all my things are thine. But it behs- 
ved us to make merry and be glad, becauſe 8s 
thy brother was dead, aud is revived; was loſt, 
and is found, 


Moralittes. 


1.T His parable is a true table expreſſing 

the excurſions of a prodigall ſoul and 
her return to the mercy of God by the way of 
repentance. Note that the firſt ſtep which 
ſhe trode toward her own deſtruRion(as Cair 
did )) was her departing from God, not by 
changing of place , but of heart. It depart- 


j ed from the chiefelt light , which made it fall 


into an eclipſe of reaſon and ſo into profound 
darknefſe,She diverted her ſelf from the great- 
eſt bounty , which made ber encline toward 
all wickednefle ( being ſtrayed from her ſove- 


| raign being) which made her become juſt ao- 


thing. 
2. She continued in f(inne, as in a countrey 
Which was juſt nothing, where ſhe was vexed 
E on 
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on all ſides with -diſquiet, with cares, with I 
fears and diſcontents. All fins tofle their fol- | 
lowers, as the ball is to tofſed at Baloon, Va- 
nity ſends them to pride:pride to violencezvio- 
lence to avatice : avarice to ambition, ambi- 
tion to pomp and riotzpomp to prnongogier Y 
tanyto AIRY to idlenefſe:idlenefle to 
contempt and poverty,and that poverty brings 
them to all worldly miſery. For all miſchich 
follow a wicked ſoul which departing from 
God thinks to find a better condition. | 
3. Aﬀlition opens the eyes of man, and # 
makes him come to himſelf that he may the þ 
better return to God, There is no journe 
ſo farreas when a man departs from himlſelt, 
not by place but by manners. A ſea of Li- 
centiouſneſle iaterpoſeth ir ſelf berween his | 
ſoul and innocence , to divorce her from the 
way of goodneſie : But Gods grace is a burn- 
ing wind , which dries it up; and _ | 
brought man to himſelf,rakes him by the han 
and leads him even to God. 

4. O what a happy thing it isto conſider | 
the effes of Gods mercy in the entertain- ©. 
ment of the good father to his prodigall ſon : 
The one had loſt all which he had of a good 
ſonne : but the other had not loſt what be- 
Jonged to a good father. The ſonne had yet 
ſaid norhing, when fatherly affeion pleaded | 
for him in the heart of his father 3 who felt 
the dolours of a ſpirituall labour ; and his 
entrails 
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entrails were moved to give a ſecond birth to 
bis ſonne. Though he were old, yet be went 
the pace of a young man : Charity gives him 
wings to flie ro the embracements of his loſt 
child. He is moſt joyfull of all that comes 
with him,even of his very poverty. This with = 
out doubr ſhould give us a marvellous con- 
fidencein Gods mercy , when we ſeek it with 
hearty repentance. Ir is a ſea of bounty which 
waſheth away all that is amifle, Since he hath 
changed the name of maſter into that of fa- 
ther, he will rather command by love, then 
raign by a predominant power. No man 
ought to diſpair of pardon except be , who 
can be as fully wicked as God is good, none 
is ſo mercifull as God, none is ſo good a fa 
ther a$ he : for when you may have lol your 
part of all his virtues, you can never ( while 
you live ) loſe the poſſibility of bis mercy. He 
will receive you between his arms withour 
any other reaſon bur your return by repen- 
tance. 

5. The ſame Parable is alſo a true glaſle 
ſhewing the life of thoſe young unthrifts, 
who think they are born onely for ſport, for 
their bellies and for pleaſare. They imagine 
their fathers keep for them the golden mines 
of Peru and their life beins withour go- 
vernment, their expences are without mea - 
ſure. Some of them runne through the world, 
they wander into all places , but neverentrer 
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into conſideration of themſelves. They re- 


turn from forrain parts, loden with debrs, 
and bring home nothing but ſome new fan- 
raſticall faſhions, irps, cringes, and corantoes. 
There are many of themin whom pride and 
miſcry continue inſeparable , after they have 
loſt their money and their brains. Their fa- 
thers are caules of their faults , by gathering 
ſo much wealth for thoſe, who know not how 
to uſe. Yet if they have the true repentance 
of the prodigall child, he muſt not deny them 
pardon : But mercy muſt not be had of thoſe 


who ask it by ſtrong hand, or ſeek it by a coun» | 


rerfcit ſorrow. 


eAſpirations. 


[- isan accurſed wandring to travell into Þ 
A che countrey of nothing. Where pleaſure Þ 
drops down as water from a ſtorm ; the mi- ? 
ſerable conſequences whereof have leaden Þ 
feet , which never remove from the heart. } 
Good God what a countrey is that, where the | 
earth is made of quickfilver , which ſtealsit | 
ſclf from under our feet when we think to | 
tread upon it. What a countrey is that where | 
if a man gather one bud of roſes, he mult | 


be forced to eat a thoutand thorns, and be 
companion with the moſt naſty, filthy bealis 


in thcir Rinking ordures , 2nd be ur to cat of 


their loathſome draffe for want of other mcart. 


Alas, I have ſurfcrted , and ſuch a miſcry as | 


this, 


'y as 1 
this, 
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this, is neceſſary to make me remember the 
happineſſe which I poſſeſſed in thy houſe : O 
mercifull Father behold my prodigall ſoul 


a which returns to thee and will have no other 
advocate but thy goodnefle ; which as yer 


picads for me within thy heart. I have conſu- 
med all which I had, but I could not conſume 
thy mercy. For that is asan Abyſle which 
ſurpafſeth that of my ſins, and mileries. Re- 
ceive me as a mercenary ſervant, If T may not 
obtain the name of a ſonne. Why ſhould(t 
not thou receive that which is thine, ſince the 
wicked ſpirits: have taken that which was not 
theirs? Eirher thew me mercie, or elſe ſhew 
me a heart more fatherly then thine, and if 


FX - neither earth nor heaven can find the like, ro 


whom wouldſt thou have me go but to thy 
ſeif, who doclt not yer ceaſe to call me ? 


—_— — 


-—- > 


The Goſpel upon the third Sunday 
in Lent. S. Lyuke 11. 


]:ſus caſt out the Devil whick was dumbe. 


ANd he was caſting out a devil , and that 
was dumbe. And when he had caſt out 

the devil, the dumbe ſpake, and the multitudes 
marvelled. And certain of them ſaid, in Bel- 
geebub the Prince of Devils he caſteth out 
Devils. And others tempting, asked him a ſign 
E 3 from 
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into conſideration of themſelves. They re- | 
turn from forrain parts, loden with debrs, | 
and bring home nothing but ſome new fan- 
raſticall faſhions, irps, cringes, and corantoes, 
T here are many of themin whom pride and 
miſcry continue inſeparable , after they have 
loſt their money and their brains. Their fa- 
thers are cauſes of their faults, by gathering 
ſo much wealth for thoſe, who know not how 
to uſe, Yet if they have the true repentance i 
of the prodigall child, he muſt not deny them # 
pardon : Burt mercy muſt not be had of thole 7 
who ask it by ſtrong hand,or ſeek it by a coun» 
rerfeit ſorrow. + 


eAſpirations. 


| isan accurſed wandring to travell into 
the countrey of nothing. Where pleaſure 3 
drops down as water from a ſtorm ; the mi- } 
ſcrable conſequences whereof have leaden | 
feet , which never remove from the heart. 
Good God what a countrey is that, where the 
earth is made of quickfilver , which ſteals it 7 
ſclf from under our feet when we think to 
tread upon it. What a countrey is that where 
if a man gather one bud of roſes , he mult 
be forced to eat a thouſand thorns, and be 
companion with the moſt naſty, filthy bealis 
in their Ninking ordures , 2nd be giad to cat of 
their loathſome draffe for want Fake meat. 
Aiac, I have (urfcrted , and ſuch a milſcry as 
+ this, 


into 
aſure 


» Mi- 


aden A 
eart. 
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alsit | 
ktro 3 
ſhere | 
mult Þ 
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calls 
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neat. | 
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this, 


Entertainments for Lent. 77 


this, is neceſſary to make me remember the 
happineſſe which I poſſeſſed in thy houſe : O 
mercifull Father behold my prodigall ſoul 
which returns to thee and will have no other 
advocate but thy goodnefle ; which as yer 
picads for me within thy heart. I have conſu- 
med all which I had, but I could not conſume 
thy mercy. For that is as an Abyſle which 
ſurpaſſeth that of my fins, and mileries. Re- 
ceive me as a mercenary ſervant, If I may not 
obtain the name of a ſonne. Why ſhouldit 
not thou receive that which is thine, ſince the 
wicked ſpirits have taken that which was not 
theirs? Eicher thew me mercie, or elſe ſhew 
me a heart more fatherly then thine, and if 
neither earth nor heaven can find the like, ro 
whom wouldſt thou have me go but tothy 
ſcif, who docſt not yer ceaſe to call me ? 


—_— 


CHO 


The Gofpel upon the third Sunday 
in Lent, S, Lake 11. 


]J-ſus caſt out the Devil whick was dumbe. 


ANd he was Caſting out a devil , and that 
was dumbe. And when he had caſt out 

the devil, the dumbe ſpake, and the multitudes 
marvelled. And certain of them ſaid, in Bel- 
geebub the Prince of Devils he caſteth out 
Devils. And others tempting ,asked him a ſign 
E 3 from 


78 The Penitent ; or, 


from Heaven. But be ſceing their cogitations, 
ſaid to them:Every Kingdome divided againſt 
zt ſelf, ſhall be made deſolate , and houſe upon 
houſe ſhall fall. 4nd if Satan alſo be divided a= 
gainſt himſelf, how ſhall his Kingdome fiand? ® 
becauſe you ſay,that in Beltecbub IT docaft out 
Devils. And if 1 in Belzcebub caſt out De- 
vils; your children, in whom do tbey caft out 2 
Thereforc they ſhall be your judges. But if I 
in the finger of God do caſt out Devils, ſurely 
the Kingdome of God is come upon you. When 
the ſtrong armed keepeth his court, thoſe 
thing s arc in peace that he poſſeſſeth ; but if 4 
ſtr ouger then he come upon him , aud overcome 
him , hc will take away his whole armour, 
whercin he truſted , and will diſtribute his 

oyls He that 4s not with me, % againfl me; 
and he that gathereth not with me, ſcattercth. 
when the unclean ſpirit ſhall dcpart out of 4 
man, be wandreth through places without w4- 
rer,ſecking reſt; and not findinghe ſaith, T will 
return into my houſc whence I departed. And 
when he is come, he findeth it ſwept wit\ 4 
beſome, and trimmed. Then he goeth and ta 
keth ſcven other ſpirits worſe then himſelf,and 
entring in they dwell there. And the laſt of 
that man be made worſe then the firſt. 

And it came to paſſe, when he ſaid theſe 
things, @ certain woman lifting up her voyce 
out of the multitude, ſaid to him, Bleſſed is the 
womb that bare thee, and the paps wy 
thou 
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X thou didſt ſuck. But he ſaid, Tea rather, 
= bleſſcd are they that hear the word of God, and 
XX keep rt. 


we Moralities. 
x. He Almond tree is the firſt which be- 


" ginsro flouriſh, andir is often firſt 
= nipr with froſt. The :ongue is the firſt thing 


37 which moves in a mans body , and is ſooneft 


= caught with the ſnares of Satan. That man 
# deſerves tobe ſpeechleſſe all his lite, who ne- 
ver ſpeaks a word better then filence. 

2. Jeſus, theeternall word of God, came 
upon earth ro reform the words of man : his 
life was a lightning, and his word a thunder, 
which was powerfull in effte&t , but alwayes 
meaſured within his bounds. He did 6ghr a- 
gainſt il[ rongues in his life , and conquered 
them all in his death. The gall and vinegar 
which he took, to expiate the fins of this un- 
happy tongue,do ſhew how great the evill was, 
lince it did need fo tharp a remedy. He hath 
cured by ſuffering his dolours , what it deſer= 
ved by our committing ſins. Other vices arc 
determined by one a&,the tongue goes to all: 
It 1s a ſervant to all malitious aRions, and is 
generally confederate with the heart in all 
crimes. 

}- We have juſt ſo much Religion as we 
have government of our tongues : A little 
thing (ſerves to tame wild beaſts , and a ſmall 

E. 4 {tern 
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Kern will ſerve to govern a ſhip 3 Why then 
cannot a man rule ſo ſmall a part of his bo- 
dy? Iris not ſufficient to avoid lying, per- 
juries, quarrells, injuries, ſlanders and blal- 
phemics, ſuch as the Scribes and Phariſees did 


vomit out in this Goſpel againſt the purity of 


the Sonne of God. We muſt alſo repreſſc 
idle talk, and other frivolous and unprofi- 
table diſcourſes. There are ſome perſons who 
have their hearts ſo looſe , that they cannot 


keep them within their breſts, but they will | 


quickly ſwim upon their lips , without think- 
ing what they ſay, and ſo make a ſhift to 
wound their ſouls. 

4. Imitatc a holy Father called Siſzs, who 
prayed God thirty years together every day to 
deliver him from his tongue, as from a capi- 
tall enemy :; You mall never be very chaſte of 
your body , except youdo very well bridle 
your tongue. For looſnefle of the ficth pro- 
ceeds ſometimes from liberty of the rongue : 
Remember your ſelf that your heart ſhould go 
like a clock, with all the juſt and equall mo- 
tions of his ſprings 3 and that your tongue is 
the finger, which ſhews how all the hours of 
the day paſſe. When the heart goes of one 
ſide, and the tongue of another,jt is a ſure de- 
ſolation of your ſpirits kingdome, If Jeſus 
ſer it orice at peace and quiet, you muſt be ve- 
ry carefull ro keep it ſo 3 and be very fearfull 
ct relapſes. For the multiplying of __— 

tinue 
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tinued ſinnes, brings at laſt hell ir ſelf upon 
2 mans ſhoulders. 
Aſpirations. 

O Word incarnate, to whom all juſt 

rongues ſpeak,and afrer whom all hearts 
do thirſt and languiſh3z chaſe from us all 
prating devils,and alſo thoſe which are dumb: 
the firit provoke and looſe the tongue to ſpeak 


| wick:d'y, and the other bind it when it ſhould 


confcfſc the truth. O peace-making Solemon, 
appeaſe the divifions of my heart, and unite 
zl my powers to the love of thy ſervice. De- 
ſt:0/ in meall the marks of Satans Empire, 
and plant there thy Trophees and Standards, 
that my ſpirit be nevec like thoſe devils which 
leck for : eſt, bur ſhall never find it. Make me 
prelerve inviclable the houſe of my conſci. 
ence, which thou haſt cleanſed by repentance, 
and clothed with thy graces : that I may have 
perleverance to the end withour relapſes, and 
ſo obtain bappineſle without more need of re- 
Fentance. 


i ——_— 


The Goſpel upon Munday the third 
week in Lent, S, Luke 4, 


Jeſus is required to do Miracles in his 
own Countrey. 


AX d he ſaid to them, (ertes, you will ſay to 
me thu fimilitude, Phyfitian cure thy ſelf: 
E$ 45 
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a great things as we have heard done in Ca- 
pharnaum, do alſo here in thy Countrey, eAnd 
he ſaid, Amen I ſay to you, that no Prophct is 
accepted in his own Country. Intruth T ſcy to 
you, there were many widows in the dayes of 
Elias in Iſrael, when the heaven was ſhut three 
years and fix moneths, when there was a great 
famine made in the whole earth; and to none of 
them was Elias ſent , but into Sarepta of S1- 
don, to a widow woman. And there were 
many Leopers in Tſracl under Elixeus the Pro- 
phet, and none of them made clean but Nate 
man the Syrian. And all in the Synagogue 
were filled with anger , hearing theſe things. 
And they roſe , and caſt him out of the (ſity : 
and they brought him to the edge of the- hill 
whereupon thcir City was built, that they might 
throw him down headlong. But he paſſing 
through the midſt of them, went his way. 


Aſoralitics. 


7, THe malignity of mans nature under” 

yvalueth all that which it hath in hand>» 
and little eſteems many neceſlary things be” 
cauſe they are common. The Sun is not 
counted rare , becauſe it ſhines every day; 
and the clements are held contemptible, ſince 
they are common to the poor as well as the 
rich. Jeſus was deſpiſed in his own Countrey, 
becaule he was there known to all the world, 


and the diſdain of that ungratcfull Nation - 
cloſed 
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cloſed the hands of his great boanty, 1s it 
not a great unhappineſſe to be weary and ty- 
red with often communicating? to be wicked 
becauſe God is good, and to ſhut up our ſelves 
cloſe, when he would impart himſclf to us : 
Men make little account of great benefits,and 
ſpirituall helps for that they have them pres 
ſent. They muſt loſe thoſe favours to know 
them well, and feck outrageouſly without 
effet , what tbey have kickc away with con- 
tempt, becauſe it was eaſily polleſt, 

2, The choices and elections of God are 
not to be compretended witkia our thoughts, 
but they ſhould be adored by our hearts. He is 
Maſter of his 6wn favours, and doth what he 
will in the Kingdomes of Nature , Grace, 
and Glory, He makes Veſſels of Potters 
euith , of gold and filver. He makes Holy- 
daies and Working daies (ſaith theWiſeman) 
his liberalities are as fice to him, as his 
thoughts, We muſt not cxamine the reaſon 
why he doth elevate ſome ,* and abaſe others. 
Our eyc muſt not be wicked , becauſe his 
heart is good. Let us content our ſelves that 
be loves the humble, and to know , that the 
loweſt place of all, is moſt ſecure. No man 
1s made reprobate without juſtice, no man is 
{aved without mercy. God creates men to re- 
pair in many, that which he hath made z and 
alſoro puniſh in the perſons of many, that 
which he hath not made. 


3. Jc(us 
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3. Jeſus doth not cure his brethren and 
yet cures ſtrangers z to ſhew'that his powers 
are not tied to any nation but to his own 
will, So likewiſe the graces of God are nor 
tO be meaſured according to the nature of him 
who receives them, but by the pure bounty of 
him who gives them. The humility of ſome, 
doth call him,when the preſumption of others 
doth eſtrange him. The weak grounds of 2 
dying law, did no good to the Jews, who dil- 
dained the grace of Jeſus Chriſt : And that 
diſdain deprived them of their adoption ; of 
the glory of the New Teſtament ; of all the 
promiſes, and of all Magiſtracy. They loſt 
all becauſe they would keep their own wills. 
Let us learn by the grace of God to deſire ear- 
neſtly that good which we would obtain ef- 
feRually. Perſons diſtaſted and ſurfetted can- 
not advance much in a ſpiritual] life. And he 
_ ſeeks after perfeion coldly, ſhall never 

nd it. 


Aſpirations. 


fd a! beauties (moſt ſweet Jeſus) are with - 

out ſtain , thy goodnefſe without re» 
proch, and thy converſation without impor- 
tunity. God forbid I ſhould be of the num- 
ber of thoſe ſouls which are diſtaſted with 
Manna, and languiſh after the onions of E- 
gypt. The more I taſte thee, the more I incline 


to do thee honour, Familiarity with an inti- 
nr 
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nir thing, begets no contempt but onely from 
thoſe whom thou doeſt diſpife for their own 
faults. O what high ſecrets are thy favours. 
O what Abyfles are thy graces. We may wiſh 
and run:Bur except thou cooperate, nothing 
is done. If thou ceaſe to work, all is un- 
done. I put all my happinefſe into thy. 
hands : It is thou alone which kaowelt how 
tochuſe what we moſt need, by thy ſoveraign 
wiſdome and thou giveſt it by thy extream 
bounty. 


PE: — 


The Goſpel uponThurſday,the third 
week in Lent, S. atth, 18. 


If thy brother offend thee,tell him of it alone. 
BUY thy brother ſhall offend againſt thee, 


20 and rebuke him betwcen thee and him 
alone; if he ſhall hear thee, thou ſhalt gan thy 
brother : and if he will not hear zhce, joyn with 
thee beſides, one or two, that inthe mouth of 
two or three witneſſes every word may ſtand. 
eAnd if he will not hear them, tell the Church: 
and if he will not hear the { hurch, let him be 
:9 thee as the Heathen and thePublican. Amen, 
T ſay to you , whatſoever yee ſhall bind upon 
exrth, ſha!l he bound alſo in heaven : and what= 
ſoever ye ſhall looſe upon earth, ſhall be looſcd 
alſo in heaven, Again I ſay to you, that if twy 


qt 
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of you ſhall conſent upon earth, concerning eve. 
ry thing whatſoever they asky it ſhall be done 
ro them of my Father which % in heaven : for 
where there be rwo or three gathered in my 
name, there am I iu the midjt B, them. 

Then came Peter unto him, and ſaid, Lord, 
hew often ſhall my brother offend againſt me, 
1d T forgive him ? untill ſeven times? Feſus 
ſard to him, T ſay not to thee untill ſeven times, 
but untill ſevemy times ſeven times. 


Aforalttics. 
"Tm Heavens are happy that they go 


alwayes in one meaſure and in ſo great 
a revolution of ages, do not make one tale 
ſtep : but man ts naturally ſubje& to fail. 
He is full of imperfcRions and it he have 
any virtues he carries them likz duſt agaioft 
the wind or ſnow againit the ſun. This 1s the 
reaſon which teaches him that he needs good 
advice 
2. It is ſomewhat hard to give right cor- 
re&ion, but much harder to receive it prohi- 
tably. Some are ſo very fair ſpoken that they 
praiſe all which they ſee ; and becauſe they 
will find nothing amiſle , they are ordina- 
rily good to no body. They thew to thoſe 
whom they flatter , their virtues in great, 
and their faults in littlez they will ſay to thoſe 
who are plunged in great diſorders, they 


baveno other fault , but that they are Hor 
; U 
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ſufficiently carefull of their own health. O- 
thers do corre& with ſuch ſharpneſle and vio- 
lence that they wound their own hearts to 
cure other mens, and ſeem to have a greater 
mind to pleaſe their own paſſions , then to a- 
mend thoſe whom they would inſtru, Core 
re&ion ſhould be accompanied with ſweet- 
nefſe but it muſt caxry with all a little vigour, 
to make a right temper and to keep a mean 
between ſoftneſſe and auſterity. Jeſus in the 
Prophet Iſai is called both a rod and a flow= 
er : toſhew us ( accordiug to Orzgen) that 
he carries ſeverity mingled with ſweetnefle 3 to 
uſe either of them according to the diverſity 
of perſons. 

3. Ic is nota very ecafie thing to receive 
brotherly corre&ion patiently, we are (o farre 
in love with being -well thought of. And af- 
ter we have loſt the tree of life, ( which is 
virtue it ſelf ) we would keep the bark of ir, 
which is onely reputation. All ſhadows pro- 
ceed from thoſe bodies upon which ſomewhac 
ſhines ; honouc is the child of a known vir- 
tue: and many , when they cannot get one. 
lawfull, are willing to have a Baſtard. This 
ts the caufe why ſo many reſemble thoſe (er- 
pents, which requite them with poiſon, who 
ing to them pleaſant ſongs. Whatſfoever is 
ſpoken to inſtru them , makes them paſſio- 
nate, and dart out angry ſpeeches againſt 
thoſe, who ſpeak to them mild and gentle 

words 
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words of truth, and tending to their ſalvation, 
Reſt aſſured you can never pet perfeion, 
except you count it a glory to learn, and dif- 
cover your own imperfeRions. 

4. There is nothing of more force then 
the prayers of juſt men: which are animated 
by the ſame ſpirit, and cimented together with 

erfe&t concord. They are moſt powerfull 
Forth in heaven and earth. When they defire 
what God will, they are alwayes heard ; if 
not according to the withes of their own na» 
rure,yet according to the greater profits of his 
grace. He is alwaycs happy, who hath that 
which he would ; becauſe be knows how to 
wiſh what is fitting, and finds mcans to ob- 
tain what he deſires, by reaſon of his abſti- 
nence from covering that which cannot be 
had. 

5. We muſt not offer to limit our good- 
nefle, but as ir comes from an infinit God, 
we ſhould make it as near being infinit as we 
can. He gives the lic to virtues, who will te- 
duce them to a certain number, We mult ne- 
ver be weary of well doing, but imitate the 
the nature of celcſtiall things which never 
make apy end but ro begin again, 


Aſpirations. 


O God what ipors are in my ſoul, and how 

little de 1 look into my own imperfeRi- 
cns ? Wilt thou never ſhew me to my ſelf/for 
ome 
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ſome good time) that 1 may cure my ſelf, b 
horrour of ſeeing what Tam, fince I do fo br 
ten wound my lelf, by being too indulgent to 
my own naughty affections. It 1s a great 
offence to break the glaſle which repreſenterh 
me to my ſelf by brotherly correCtion, and to 
think I ſhall commir no more {innes when no 
body will take liberty to reprove me. I will 
humble my ſelf rothe very duſt, and mount 
up to thy glory by contempt of my own baſle- 
neſſe: Alas,muſt my ſoul be alwayes ſo far in 
love with it (elf, that ic cannot ſuffer the re- 
monſtrance of a friend ? how will it then en- 
dure the tooth of an enemy? what can ſhe love 
being ſo partiall to her ſelf, if ſhe do not love 
molt ugly darkneſſe, O, my redoubted Ma- 
iter, I fear thine eyes which ſee thoſe obſcu= 
rities, which the foolith world takes to be 
brightnefle. If I cannot be alwayes innocent, 
make me at leaſt acknowledge my ſelf faulty, 
that I may know my ſelfas lam to the end 
thou mayelt know me for an objeR capable 
of thy mercy. - 


The 


go The Penitent ; or, 


The Goſpel upon Wedneſday the 
third week in Lent, Sainc 
CMatthew 15. 


The Phariſees asked Jeſus, Why do thy 
Diſciples contradi& ancienr 
Traditions ? 


7 Hes came to bim from Feruſalem, Scribes 
and Phariſees, ſaying, Why do thy Di- 
ſciples tranſgreſſe the tradition of the ancients! 
For they waſh not their hands when they eas 
bread. But he anſwering, ſaid to hem, Why do 
you alſo tranſgreſſe the commandement of Goa 
For your tradition? For God ſaid, Honour fa- 
ther and mother : and he that ſhall curſe father 
or mother, dying les him dy, But you ſay, 
Whoſocver ſhall ſay to futher or mother, The 
gift whatſoever proceedeth from me, ſhall pro- 
fit thee,and ſhall not honour bis father or hi 
mother : and you have made fruſtrate the com- 
mandment of God for your own tradition. Hy- 
pocrites, well hath Eſay prophefied of you, ſay - 
ig, Thi foe honoureth me with their lips, 
but their heart i far from me. «And in vain do 
they worſhip me, teaching dofrines and com- 

mandments of men. 
eAnd having called together the multitudes 
unto him, he ſaid to them, Hear ye and under- 
Hand, Not that which entreth into the mouth 
defileth a man, but that which proceedeth ul 

0 


-—— 


Entertainments for Lent. g1 


of the mouth, that defileth a man. Then came 
by Diſciples and ſaid tohtm, Doft thou know 
that the Phariſees when they heard this word 
were ſcandalized ? But he anſwering, ſaid, 
All planting which my heavenly Father hath 
not planted, ſhall be rooted up. Led them alone, 
blind they are, guides of the blind: and if the 
blind be guide tothe blind, both fall into the 
ditch. And Peter anſwering, ſaid to him, Ex- 
pound us this parable. But he ſaid, Are you alſo 
vs jet without underflanding ? Do you not un- 
derſtand, that all that entreth into the mouth, 
goeth into the belly, and caſt forth imto the 
privie ? But the things that proceed out 0 

the mouth, come forth from the heart,2nd boſe 
wy defile a man. For from the heart come 
forth evil cogitations, murders, advouteries, 
fornications, thefts, falſe teſtimonies, blahe- 
mie : Theſe are thethings that defile: but to 
e«t with unwaſhen hands,doth not defile a man. 


Moralitics. 


1, THe ſpiric of man is wretched,and makes 
it ſelf buſineſſe. by being diſquiered with 


| petty little things : and tormenting it ſelf with 


formalities, whiles it lives in a deep negle& 
of all that which is moſt efſentiall to her (al- 
vation, The Phariſees did place their perfeQi« 
ons in waſhing themſelves every hour of the 
day ; in bearing writs of the Law upon their 
foreheads, and thorns upon their heels ; ws 
made 
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made no ſcruple to take away the honour du 
to fathers and mothers from their children; to 
make ſpoyl of the world by a ravenous avarice 
Which took upon it the 2pparance of piety ) 
and to give up innocent bloud under ſhew of 
juſtice. The world doth now furnith it ſelf 
with (ach like devotions.Some make it a ſinne 
to look upon afair flower with delight : to ext 
with a good appetite: to drink cool wine in 
hot weather : to burn a paper,upon which rhe 
name of Jeſus is written : to tread upon two 
ſtraws that lie a crofle. But to ſet money to 
uſury, to remember injuries for ever, to keep a 
poor workmans wages, to opprefle the weak, 
to accuſe the innocent, to ſpoil miſerable per- 
ſons : Theſe are the little fins which paſle for 
virtues in this world. Ajlure your ſclf that 
ſuch proceedings are abominable before God; 
and there can be no better devotion in the 
world then to have a true and right feeling of 
God, and to live in honeſty,not fophiſticated, 
but ſuch as is produced out of the pure lights 
of nature. The conſcience of hypocrites is a 
ſpiders web, whereof no garment can ever be 
made. Hypocrifie is' a very ſubtil fault, and 


2 ſecret poiſon, which kills other virtues with 


their own ſwords. 

2. Jeſus is our great Maſter, who hath 
abridgea fix hundred and thirteen Precepts 
of the old Teſtament within the Law of love. 
Do bur love (faith Saint Auguſtine) agus: 

what 
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what you will : but then your love muſt go 
to the right fountain, which is the heart of 


God. It is in him you muſt cheriſh and ho- 


nour your neareſt friends 3 and for him alſo 
you are bound to love even your greateſt ene. 
mies, Be not afraid to ſhew him your heart 


ſtark naked, that he may pierce it with his ar- 
rows ; for the wounds of ſuch an archer are 
much more precious then rubies, You ſhall 
gain all by loving him 3 and death it (elf, 
which comes from this love,is the gate of life. 
It you love bim truly, you will have the three 
conditions of love, which are, to ſerve him,to 
imicate him, and to ſuffer for him. You muſt 
ſerve him with all fidelity in your prayers,and 
all your aRions : you muſt imirate him(whar 
poſhbly you can) 1n all the paſſages of his life; 
And you muſt hold it for a glory to partici» 
pate ( with a valiant patience) all the fruits 
of his Croſſe. 


Aſpirations. 


O Great God, who judgeſt all hearts, and 
doeſt penetrate the moſt ſecret retire- 


{ ments of our conſciences, drive away from me 


all counterfeit Phariſaicall devotions, which 
are nothing but ſhews,and cannot ſubſiſt but 
by falſe apparencies. O my God, my Jeſus, 
make me keep the Law of thy love, and nc= 
thing elſe. Iris a yoke which biings with ir 


| Dore honour then burden 3 It is a yoke which 


hath 
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hath wings, but no heavinefle : Make me 
ſerve thee (O my Maſter) fince thou behold. 
eſt the ſervices of all the Angels under thy 
fect : Make me imitate thee (O my Redeem 
er) ſince thou art the originall of all perfegi. 
ons : make me ſuffer for thee ( O King of the 
afflited) and that T may not know whatit 
is to ſufter, by knowing what it is to love, 


A——— 


The Goſpel upon Thurſday the third 
week in Lent, S. Lake 4. 


Jeſus cured the Feaver of Simons 
Mother in law. 


Nd Feſus rifing up out of the Synagogit, 
entred into Simons houſe,and Simons wr 
mother was holden with 4 great Feaver, and 
they beſought him for her. And ſtanding oucr 
her,he commanded the Feaucr,and it left her : 
And incontinent rifing, ſhe minifired to them. 
And when the Sun was down,all that had diſ- 
eaſed of ſundry maladies, hrought them to him: 
But he imps/ing hauds upon every one, cured 
them. And Devils went out from many,crying 
axd ſaying that thou art the Son of God. eAnd 
rebuking them, he ſuffered them not to feak 
that they knew he was ((hriſt. cAnd when it 
was day, going forth he went into a deſars 
p!ace, and the multitudes ſought bim,and came 
| even 
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even unto him * and they held bim, that he 
ſhould not depart from them. To whom he ſaid, 
That t6 other Cities 'alſo muſt T Evangelize 
the Kingdome of God : becauſe therefore I 


_ was ſent. And he was preaching in the Synas 
< , gogues of Galilee. 
ve. Aforali ti er, 


A Soul within a fick body, is a Princeſſe 
bird that dwels in a ruinous houſe ; Health 
ns is the beſt of all temporall goods 3 withour 

which, all bonors are as the beams of an eclip- 

ſed Sun : Riches are unpleafing, and all plea- 
| ſures are languiſhiag. All joy of the beart 
ſubliſts narurally in the health of the body. 
Bur yer it is true, that the meſt healthful 


w_ perſons are not alwayes the moſt holy. What 
a profit is there in that health, which ſerves for 
wer | 2 provocation to finne, for an inticement to 
bop: worldly pleaſure, and a gate to death ? The 
all beſt ſouls are never better nor ſtronger, then 
liſ. when their bodies are ſick : their diſeaſes are 
Le. zoo hard for their mortall bodies, but their 
ret rage is invincible. Tr is a great knowledge 


ring to underſtand our own infirmities, Proſpe- 
1.7 rity keepsus from the view of them,but adver- 
ſity ſhews them to us. We ſhould hardly know 
what death is,if ſo many diſeaſes did not reach 
fart us every day that we are mortall. Semiramns 

the proudelt of all Queens had made a law 
whereby ſhe was to be adorcd in ſtead of all 
the 
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the gods, but being humbled by a great ſick 
neſle, the acknowledged her ſelf to be but x 
woman. 

z. All the Apoſtles pray for this holy wo. 
man which was ſick, but ſhe herſelf asked no+ 
thing, nor did complain of any thing. She 
leaves all to God, who is onely Maſter of life 
and death. She knew that he which gives his 
benefits with ſuch bounty, hath the wiſdome 
tro chuſe thoſe which are moſt fit for us. How 
do weknow whether we defiring to be deli- 
vered from a ſicknefſe, do not ask of Godto 
take away a gift which is very neceſſary to our 
ſalvation ? That malady or atfi&ion which IM ( 
makes us diſtaſte worldly pleaſures, gives usa 
diſpolition to taſte the joyes of heaven. | 

3. How many fick perſons in the beatof (ſl 
a Feaver promiſe much, and when they are 
well again perform nothing. That body which 
carried all the marks of death in the face,is no 
ſooner grown ſtrong by health (which rejoy- 
ceth the heart and fills the vains with bloud ) 
but it becomes a ſlaveto fin. The gifts f 
God (being abuſed) ſerve for nothing but to 
make it wicked 3 and ſo the ſoul is killed by 
recovery of the fleſh, But this pious woman 1s } 
no ſooner on foot but ſhe ſerves the Authour 
of life and employes all thoſe limbs, ( which 
Jeſus cured of the Feayer ) toprepare ſome 
proviſions to refreſh him. He that will not uſe 


the treaſures of heaven with acknowledge- 
ment, 
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ment,deſerves never to keep them, When a 
man is recovered from a great ſickneſle, as 
his body is renewed by health, ſo on the other 
Gde, be ſhould renew his ſpirit by virtue. The 
body (faith Saint Maximws) is the bed of the 
ſoul, where it ſleeps too eafily'in continuall 
health, and forgets it ſelf in many things. But 
a 200d round fickneſſe doth not onely move, 
but turn over this bed, which maketh the ſoul 
awake, to think orrher falvation, and make a 
totall converſion. 
eAſpirations. 

O Word Incarnate, all Feavers and Devils 

fie before the beams of thy redoubred 
face, Muſt nothing but the heat of thy paſlt- 
ons alwayes reſiſt thy powers and bounties ? 
To what maladies and indiſpoſitions am I 
ſubje& ? I haye more diſeaſes in my ſoul then - 
limbs in my body. My weakneſſe bends under 
thy ſcourges, and yet my finnes conrinue {till 
unmoveable. Stay { O benigne Lord )) ſtay 
thy (elf near me.Caſt upon my dull and heavy 
cyes, one beam from thoſe thine eyes, which 
make all ſtorms clear, and all diſaſters happy. 
Command that my weakneſſe leave me, and 
that I may ariſe to perform my ſervices due ts 
thy greatneſſe, as I will for ever ow my ſal- 
Yon to thine infinit power and bounty. 


B The 


g8 The Pemtent ; or, 


The Goſpel upon Friday the third 
week in Lent, S. John g. 


Of the Samaritanewoman at Facobs 
Well, neer Sichar. 


HE comcth thereforc into aCitic of Samaria, 
which # callcd Sichar, bcſide the Maner 
that Faceb gave 10 Foſcph his ſoune.eAnd there 
was there the fountain of Facob. Feſus there- 
fore wearicd of his journcy, ſate ſo upon ihe 
fountain, It was about the fixth hour. 

There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw 
watcr, Feſus ſaith to her, Give me to drink: 
for bis Diſciples were gone into the City to buy 
meats : thcrefcre that Samaritan woman ſaiil 
w him, How do$l thou being a few ask of me 
0 drink, which am 4 Samaritan woman? for 
the Fews do not communicate with the Same- 
THtaiics.Fcſus anſwered and ſaid 10 her, 1f thou 
didft know the gift of God, and wbo he is that + 
ſaith unto thee, Grue me 10 drink, thou perhaps 
wouldft hauc a;ked of him, and he would have 
givenihce living water. The woman ſaith t0 
bim, Sir, neither haſt thou whercin to araw, 
and the Cl is deep. Whence haſt thou the s- 
wing watcr ? Art thou greatcr then our father 
#&v00 who gaue us the Well, and himſelf drank 
of 1t, 4:4 his chil4ren aud his cattcll. Fj: ant- 
ſwered, ail {1d ts her, Ecery cue that es” 

e: 


ith to 
TUW, 
he lti- 
ther 
frank 
's dil- 
{tiiks 

c:Þ 


Entertainments for Lent, 99 


eth of this water, ſhall tbirft again ; but he 
that ſhall drink of the water that 1 will give 
bin, ſhall not thirſt for ever : but the water 
that 1 will give him ſhall become unto him 4 
fountain of water f}riugtng up unto life ever- 
laſting. The woman ſaith to him, Lord, give 
me thi water, that I may not third, nor come 
hither to draw, | 

Feſus ſaith to her, Go call thy husbaud, and 
come hither. The woman anſwered and ſaid, T 
bave no husband. Feſus ſaith to her, Thou haſt 


ſaid will that T hauc no þusband : for thou 


hat had five husbands, and he whom thou now 
baſt, % uot thy husband, This thou baſt ſaid 
wucly. . 

The woman ſaith to him, Lord, I percetve 
that thou art a Prophet. Our fathers adorcd 
this mountain, and you ſay, that Teruſalem is 
the place where men mu't adore. Teſue ſaith ts 
br, Woman believe me, that the hour ſhall 
me, when you ſhall neuther in this mountain, 
»or 11 Teruſalem, adore the Father. Tou adore 
:rat you know not : we adore that we know ; 
for ſalvation % of the Iews: but the hour com - 
eh, and now 4s, whcu the true adorers ſhall 
adore the Father in firit and veritie. For the 
Father alſo ſecketh ſuch ts adore him. God ks 4 
Firit, and they that adore him, mul adore in 
ſpirit and verity. The woman ſaith to him, I 
ow that Meſſias cometh, ( which ts called 
Chrifl ) therefore when he cometh, be will 

Þ 2 Jhew 
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ſhew us all thingt. Teſus ſaith-to ber, T am he 
that freak with thee. 

And incominent his Diſciples came : and 
they marvellcd that he talked with a woman, 
Noman for all that ſaid, What ſcckeſt thou, 
or why talkeſt thou with her ? The womau 
therefore left her water pet, and ſhe went in- 
z0 the Citic, and ſaith to thoſe men, Come and 
ſec a man that hath told me all things what- 
ſocover I have done : Is not he Chriſt £ Thy 
went forth therefore qut of the ((itie, and came fl © 
t0 him. 

In the mean time the Diſciples deſired him, 
ſaying, Rabbi, cat. But he ſaid to them, 1 
have meat to eat which you know not. The Diſ- 
Ciples therefore ſaid one to another, hath any 
man brought him far tocat ? Tefus ſaith 
them, My meat is to dothe will of him that ſewt 
mc, t6 perfef his work. Do not you ſay, that yct 
there arc foure moneths, and harucft comcabh ? 
Bchold, T ſay ts you, lift up your eyes, and ſee 
the Countries, that they are white already 10 
harveſt : And he that reapeth, recetveth hire, 
and gatbereth fruit unto life everlaſling, ba 
both be that ſowath, aud he that-reapcth, maj 
rejoyce together. For in this is the ſaying 
true, that it * one -man that ſoweth, and it 
& another that reapeth. IT have ſent you 10 
reap that which zou labourcd not : others 
hgve labourcd, aud you have entered into that 
labours. 

And | 
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wht And of that Citic many believed in him of 

1 the Samaritanes, for the word of the woman 
= groing teFimony, that he told me all things 
SN whatſocuer T have done, Therefore when the 
m Samaritanes were come 10 him, they deſired 
97% him that he would tarry there. And he tarried 


| uf there two dayes. And many moe belecocd for 
« his own word : and they ſaid to the woman, 
vi That now, not for thy ſaying do we belicve : 

* for our ſelves have heard, and do know, that 


mW 1H the Saviour of the world indeed. 
him, Moralities. 
mn, i 


1.T He God of all power is weary, thc main 
Diſ: I ſea defires: a drop of (alt water ; the 


_ King of Angelsbecomes a ſuppliant for a lit- 

ſen tle ry of all that which is his own. This 
Goſpel ſhews us clearly the love of God to- 

_— ward humane nature and the infinit zeal 

i fe which he hath to the ſalvation of ſouls. Isit 

dy 10 not a thing which ſſould load us with confu- 

pr (10n, to ſee that he who is filled with all feli- 
z 


hs cities hath onely ene thirſt, which is, that we 
ſhould thirſt after him ? and that we ſhould 


Io make chief account of that living water which 

d rp. he carrieth within his breaſt, which indced 

u 1 f79perly is grace, the onely way to glory. 

bat 2. Behold the difference between 14:055s 

1-14 Well, and the Well of Jeſus ; between con- 
rentments of the world, and the pleaſures of 

An God. The Well of Iacob is common to men 


F-*; and 


o 
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and beafts ; to ſhew unto us that a man which 
elorificth himſelf of his ſenſual delights,makes 
a Trophce of his own baſencs, and a triumph 
of his fault. It is juſt as if Ncbachodoneſer 
forſaking his crown and throne (to transform 
bimſcl: into a beaſt) ſhould brag. that he had 
gotten a hanſome ſtable, and very good hay, 
But the fountain of Jcſus holds in it the watcr 
cf graces, a whcleſome water, pure and Chri- 
ſtalline; which brings us to the (ocicty of An- 
gels. The water of Tacob though it be but a 
water ſor bcalits,yet itis hard to obtain: There 
are many which run mad after riches, honours 
and contentments of this world, an4 can ne- 
ver come to polleſſe them : "They livein 2 
mill, and gain nothing out c it,but the noiſe 
and duſt, 'T hey turn round about upon the 
wheel of diſquier, and never reſt. But if good 
fortyne ſome times caſt them a bone, there 
are a hundred dogs which ſtrive to catch it, 
All their life is nothing but expeQation, and 
their end onely deſpair, Whereas the Well cf 
Jeſus is open to all the world ; he ſecketh, be 
asketh, he calleth, he giveth £r.2:i5 he requt- 
reth nothing cf us but our ſelves, and would 
have us for no other reaſon but onely to make 
us happy. The Wcll of Tacob begetterh thir#, 
but doth not quench it. Do not you conſider 
that the Samaritan woman [eſt her pot there 
and did not drink ? After ſo many _aromes 


and illufions, which do amuſe worldlings, 
they 
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they muſt part from the world with great 
thirſt. But the fountains of our Saviour free 
us from the deſire of all creatures, and do 
eſtabliſh within mans ſpirir, an obje@, of 
which the heart can never loſe the delight. O 
happy Samaritan ! ( ſaith Saint Ambroſe ) 
which let her pot empty, that ſhe might re- 
turn full of Jeſus Chriſt, She did n » wrong 
to her fellow cirizens, for if ſhe brought no 
water to the rown, yet ſhe made the !ountain 
it (elf come thither. 

3. Is it not a ſhamcfall thing that God 
ſhould ſeek us amonelit the heats of his love 
aud ſufferings, defireth nothing bur vs ; is 
contented with the poſleſſion of our heart, 
and yet we cannot be conrent with him ? Shall 
not we forſake all- the diſorders of a ſenſuall 
life which hinder the effe& of Gods grace ? 
Shall not we. forſake and leave behind us ovr 
piccher, bidding farewell to all thoſe occaſions 
which lead us to finne, to avoid that fire 
whereof we have reaſon to fear the ſmoke ? 


Affirations. 


(Unexhauſtible fountain of all beauties) 

that *my ſoul hath been long alienated 
from thee, I have ſo many times run after the 
alt waters of worldly ; leaſures and content- 
ments,which have not ceaſed to kindle a wick- 
ed thirlt within my veins, in ſuch a violent 
proportion, that I could not quench it. But 
F 4 now 


104 The Penitent ; or, 


now (O (ſweet Saviour) my-ſoul (being wea- 
ry and diſtaited with all the fading delights 
o* this tranſitory world) doth languith inceſ- 
ſantly after thce. Whether the break of day 
begin togild the mountains with his bright- 
nefle, whether the Sunne be advanced higb 
in his courſe, or whether the night do caſta 
dark vail over all mortall things, I ſeek and 
deſire thy entertainments, which are the one- 
ly ſweet Ideas of my ſoul. T plunge my (elf 
within the contemplation of thy greatneſle, 1 
adore thy powers : The thirſt which tor- 
ments me ( by loving thee ) is ſo precious, 
that I would not loſe it ro drink NeQar; and 
I can never quenck it, but in the ſtreams or 
thole delights and pleaſures, which procced 
from the throne of the holy Lamb. 


The Goſpell upon Saturday the 
third week in Lent, Saint 
John the $, 


Ofthe waman found in adultery. 


AN d Feſus went into the mount Olivet, and 

** early in the moruing again he came into 
the temple, and the people came to him,and fit- 
zing he taught them. 

Hd the Scribes and Phariſees bring a w0- 
man taken in adultery, and they did ſet her in 
the midf},ond ſaid to him, Maſter, this woman 
| was 
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wy even now tahen in adultery. And inthe 
law Moſes commanded to ſtone ſuch. What 


| ſajeft thou there foro ? and this they ſaid tem- 


p:ing him,that they might accuſe him. But Fc= 
ſu bowing himſelf down,with hu finger wrote 
in the earth. When they therefore continued 
king him, he lifted up himſelf , and ſaid t0 
them , He thas # without ſin of you , let him 
firſt throw the ſtone at her. And again bow- 
ing himſelf, be wrote in the earth. cAnd they 
hearing, went out one by one begining at the 
Seniors, and Feſus alone remained , and the 
woman ſtauding in the midſt. And Jeſus 
lifting up himſclf, ſaid t6 her, Woman, where 
are they that accuſed thee ? Hath no man con- 
demucd thee? who ſaid, No man, Lord. And 
Feſus ſaid, Neither will I condemn thee. Gs 
aid 1:0 fin no more. 


Moralities. 


1. \AEn naturally love better to cenſure the 
L x . 

life of another , then to examine their 
own, Ihe Ravens accuſe Doves, and he fits 
ctten upon a Tiibunall ro condemn vice, who 
doth lodge it in his heart. Many reſemble 
the Cocks which crow againſt a Bafilisk, and 
yet bear the ſeed-of it in their intrails. Reaſon 
would alwayes , that we begin to reform 0» 
thers ,-by the cenſure of our own life. No 
worg c:ncarry ſuch life and vigour with it, as: 
that which is followed by aRion, To talk all 


Fx and 
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and do nothing , is to build with one hand, 
and deflroy with the other. The land of the 
living ſhall never be for thoſe, who have their 
rongues longer then their arms. 

2. To what purpoſeis it to ſpeak good 
words , and yet leadan ill life ? A mancan 
neither hide himſelf from God nor himſelf: 
his conſcience is a thouſand witneſles. Thoſe 
who were ready to lift up their hands to ſtone 
the adulterous woman , were diverted , and 
departed with confuſion , ſeeing their fins 
written in the duſt , with certain figures to 
expreſle them. If we could alwayes behold our 
own life before our eyes (as a piece of Ta- 
piſtry) we ſhould there fee jo many Serp:nts 
amoneſt flowers, that we wouid have more 
horrour of our own ſins , thcn will to cenſuse 
thoſe who are like our (clves, 

3. God ſhews meicy , but will not ſuffer 
his mildnefle to be abuſed, fin muſt not prior 
its ſteps upon his clemency. Iris a falſe re- 
pentance for a man to a& that which himſelf 
bath condemned; and after ſo many rciapies, 
ro take but one fail into everlaſting pain. The 
ordinary Glofle obſerves, that our Saviour 
bendzd down, when he wrote upon the earth, 
to ſhow that the remembrance of our 6ns lay 
heavy upon him :; But when he began to par- 

don, hearoſeup; to teach us, what joy and 
conitort he takes in the Kingdome of bis 
ICercy. 
A lhirations, 
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Aſpirations. 
O Soveraign Judge, who fitteſt upon a Tri» 
bunall ſcat, born up with truth and pow- 
er; make me rather judge mine own life, then 
cenſure the lives of others. Mult I be full of 
eyes withour, and blind within > Shew me 
my ſtains , and give me water to waſh rbem 
out, Alas, | am altogether bur one ſtain,and 
thou art all purity, My ſoul is aſhamed to ſee 
it ſelf ſo dark before thy light, and fo ſmurred 
over , before thine immorrall whitencſſe. Do 
not write me upon theground, - as a child of 
earth; write me in heaven , fince I am the 
portion which thou haſt purchaſed with thy 
any blood : Blot out my fins, which are 
vt too deeply graven upon my hands, and 
pardon , by thine infinit mercy , what thou 

maycſt condemn by juſtice. 


The Goſpel upon Sunday the fourth 
week in Lent, S.'John 6. 


Of the ſive Fiſhes, and two Barly loaves. 


A Fer theſe things Feſus went beyond the 
Seaof Galilce, which t% of Tiberias 3 and 

a great multitude followed him , becauſe uticy 
ſaw the ſigns which he did wpon theſe that 
were ſuck, Feſus therefore went up into il e 
mountain, and there he ſate with hi Diſciples. 
And 
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tAnd the Paſche was at hand , the feſtrull 
day of the Fews, When Feſus therefore had 
lifted up bis eyes, and ſawthat a very great 
multitude cometh to him , he ſaith to Philip, 
Whencc ſhall we buy bread , that theſe my 
ext ? and this he ſaid, tempriug him, for him- 
ſelf knew what he would do.. Philip anſwered 
him , two hundred peny-worth of bread i nit 
ſufficient for them , that every man may take a 
little piece. One of his Diſciples, Andrew the 
brother of Simon Peter, ſaith to him, There s 
& Boy here that hath five Barly loaves, and 
two Fiſhes, but what are theſe among ſo many? 
Feſus therefore ſaith , Make the men ſit down. 
And there was much grafſſe in the place. The 
men thereſorc ſate down, in number about five 
thouſand. Feſws therefore rock the loaves, and 
when he had given thanks , he diſtributed to 
them that ſat. In like manner alſo of theFiſhes, 
as much as they would... eAnd after they were 
filled, he ſaid to his Diſciples, Gather tbe 
fragments that are remaining , leſt they be 
loft. They gathercd therefore, aud filled twelve 
baikets with fragments of the five Barly 
loaves which remained 1s them that had eaten. 
Theſe men therefore when they had ſeen what 
« fign Feſus had done, ſaid , That thi #s the 
Prophet indeed that % to come intothe world. 
Feſus therefore when he knew thas they would 
come to take him and make him 4 Kingzbe ficd 
again into the mountain himſelf alone. = 
Moralittes. 
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_ Moralitics. BT ie 

k tah thing it is to ſerve God, 
VV. — is ſo worthy all 
love ! See how he carried himſelf toward 
this poor multitude which followed him with 
ſuch zeal and conſtancy. It ſeems they 
were his children, that he carried them ail up- 
on his ſhoulders , that he had their names, 
their Countries, their qualities, and the con=- 
ditions of their ſmall fortunes graven in his 
heart, He is ſo tender over them, he ſo affli&s 
himſelf about them , as a Shepherd over his 
poor flock. He inftru&s them , he ſpeaks to 
them of heavenly things , he heals their ma- 
ladies, he comforts their ſadneſle, he lifts his 
eyes up to heaven for them 3 and for them he 
opens his divine hands ( the treaſures of 
Heaven) and nouriſhes them by a miracle, as 
they had wholly reſigned themſelves to him 
with ſuch abſolute confidence, O how are 
we che: iſhed by heaven, ſince God doth bind 
himſelf to help us ! And we ſhould be un- 
faithfull not to truſt him , who makes nature 
it ſelf fo faithfull ro us. Tt is here much to be 
obſerved , that God doth no miracles for his 
own profit 3 he doth nor change ſtunes into 
bread in the Deſart to-nouriſh himſelf after 
that long faſt which he did there make z bur 
for his faithfull ſervants he alters the courſe 
of nature.z and being auſtere to himſelf , be 


becomes indulgent to us 3 to reach us, that 
we 
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we ſhould diſpoyl our ſelves of (elf love,which 
ties us to our ewn fleſh, and makes us ſo ne 
gligent to our neighbour, 

. Whar precious thing is to be gotten by 
following the world , thar we ſhould forſake 
Jeſos in the Deſart, and run after vain hopes 
at Court, and great'mens houſes, where we 
pretend to make ſome fortune? How many in- 
juries muſt a man diflemble? How many af- 
fronts muſt he (wallow ? How many deadly 
ſweats muſt he endure to obtain ſome rea- 
f-nable condition ? How many times muſt he 
ſacrifice his children, eriFage his own conſci- 
ence, and offer violences to others to advance 
the affiirs of great men? And after many 
years ſervice, it any fore-aird or ruinous bus 
lincſſe conmitted to his charge (in the put 
ſuit whereof he muſt walk upon thorns) thall 
chance to miſcarry, all the fault muſt be laid 
upon a good officer; and if he prove unlucky, 
he ſhall ever be made culpable, and in the ture 
ning of a hand al] his good ſervices forgotten 
and loft : and for a finall recompence,he muſt 
be loaden with infnit diſgraces. It is quite 
contrary in the ſervice of God : for he encou- 
rages our virtues, he ſupplics our defefts, go- 
verns our ſpirituall , and yet negle&s not our 
temporall cccaſ1ons, He that clothes the fl ow- 
ers of the M2adows more gorgeouſly then 
Monarchs , who lodges fo many little Fiſhes 


in golden and azure thels , he who doth but 
open 
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open bis band and repleniſhes all nature with 
bleſings , if webe faithfull in keeping his 
Commandemnts, will never forſake us at our 


| by need, Bur yet we find all the difficulties of 
lake che world to put our truſt in him , we vilifie 
pes our cares of eternity : and by ſecking after 
: we worldly things whereby to live , we torment 
1n- our ſelves , and in the end loſe our own lives. 
af- A man that muſt die., needs very few wordly 
dly things 3 a very little Cabbin will ſuffice na- 
ca- ture , but whole Kingdomes will not fatishe 
he coverouſneſſe, 

ci- 3. Jeſus flies from Scepters , and runs to 
ce the Croſſe; he would have no worldly King- 
ny domes , becauſe their Thrones are made of 
us Ice,and thcir Crowns of Glafle. He valued the 
To Kingdome of God above all things , that he 
all might make us partakets of his precious con- 
id quet; and infinir rich prize. But now ir 
Y, ſcems that heaven is not a ſufficient King. 
Te dome for us; men run after land, and itch af- 
n ter the ambirion of fading greatnefſe : and 
| ſometimes all their life paſleth away in great 
te ins, and as great troubles to ger a poor title 
[= of three letters upon their Tomb. Alas ! do 
- we know better then God , in what honour 
Ir conliſts, that we muſt ſeck after that which he 
'- cid avoid, and not imitate that which he fol- 
N lowed ? 

$ Let us follow God, and believe that where 
t he is there can be no deſart or ſolirude for 
l us. 
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us. They ſhall never taſte the delights of 
virtue that feed upon the joyes of vanity. All 
worldly pleaſures are Comets made fat with 
the ſmokes and vapours of the earth; and in 
ftead of giving light and brightneſfle , they 
bring forth murders and coniagions : but the 
following cf God is alwayes ſweet', and he 
which ſutters thereby , changes his very tcars 
into nouriſhment. 


Aſpiration. 

O My God ! Shall I alwayes run after that 
which flies from me, and never follow 
Jeſus who follows me by incomparable putbs, 
and loyes meeven while I am ungratefull. 1 
will no morerun after the ſhadows of worldly 
hcnour , I will no more have my own will, 
which both is, and hath proved ſo unfaithfvull. 
I will put my ſelf inte the happy courſe of 
Gods diſpoſition , for all which thall happen 
unto me , either in time or eternity. His 
c-re:ull eye watches over me, it is for me 
that his hands have treaſures, and the 
very Defarts poſſeſſe abundance. O cruci- 
fied love, the moſt pure of all beauties , it is 
for thee that ſo many generous Champions 
have peopled the Deſarts, and paſſed the 
ſtreams of bitternefle and ſorrow , bearing 
their crofles after thee 3 and thereupon have 
felt the ſweetneſle of thy viſits amongſt their 
cruel] rigours, God forbid that I ſhould Bly 

t 
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the lieto {o great and ſo generous a company. 
I goto thee, and will follow thee amongſt the 
defarts ; I run not after bread, I run a thy 
divine perſon, T will make much of thy 
wounds, I honour thy torments, TI will con- 
form my ſelf to thee , that I may find joy a- 
monglt thy dolours , and life it ſelf amongft 
thine infinit ſufferings, 


—_ 


Co——— 


The Goſpel upon Munday the 
fourth week in Lent, 
S, Jobs 2, 


Of the whipping bw "yz ſellers out of 
emple. 


the 


AN d the Paſchof the Fews was at hand, 
and Feſus went up to Feruſalem , and he 
is found in the Temple them that ſold Oxen, and 
ne | Sheep, and Doves, andthe Bankers ſitting. 
Cc And when he had made, as it were, a whip of 
F little cords, he caſt them all out of the Temple, 


$ the ſheep alſo and the oxen, and the money of 
D the Bankers he poured out, and ihe tables be 
: overthrew. And to them that ſold Doves, he 
ſaid, Take away theſe things hence, and wake 


nt the houſe of my Father a houſe of merchan- 
diſe. And his Diſciples remembred that it is 
written, The xcal of thy houſe hath eaten me. 
The Fews therefore anſwered, and ſaid to care 

oy 


* 
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What ſign doeft thou ſhew us, that thou deft MG 
sbeſe things ? Feſus anſwered and ſaid to them, Wl Ad 


Diſſotve this Temple, and in three dayes I wil 
raiſe it. The Fews therefore ſaid,in fourty and Ml crf 
ſix years was this Temple built, and wilt thou WE tak 
raiſe it in three dayes? But he jþahe of the Tem- Ml an 
ple of his body. Therefore when he was riſen Ml uh 
azain from the dead, his Diſciples remembred 
that he ſaid this, and they belicued the Scri- 
'  pture, and the werd that Feſus did ſay. Ani 
when he was at Feruſalem in #he"Paſche upon 
the felltvall d1y,many believed in his name, ſce- 
ing his fuzns which he did. But Feſus did nit 
commit himſelf unto them, for that he kew all, 
and becauſe tw not need full for him tha 
. &ny ſhould give teſtimony of man: for he knew 
Wat W45 71 man. 


Moralitzies. 


P7 is a filver chain hanged up aloft, 
which tics heaven and earth , ſpiriruall 
and temporall, God and man together, De- 
votion tis 2 virtue derived to us from the Fa- 
ther of ll light, who gives us thereby means 
ro hold atraffick or commerce with Angels. 
All which is here below, ſinks by its proper 
weight, and leans downward toward naturall 
corruption : Our ſpirit though it be immor- 
rall, would follow the weight of our bodies, 
if ic werenot indued with the knonicdge - 
0 
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God which works the ſame effe& in it , as the 
Adamant doth with iron : for ic pierceth and 
gives it life, together with a ſecret and pow- 
erfull ſpirit, trom which all great actions 
take their beginning : You ſhall never do 
any great a if the honour of God, and 
the reverence of ſacred things ſhall not 
accompany all your pretences. For if you 
ground your picty upon any temporal re- 
lpeRs, you reſemble that people which be- 


lievesthe higheſt mountains do ſupport the 


$Kies, 

2, There are no finnes which God doth 
puniſh more rigorouſly , nor ſpeedily , then 
thoſe which are committed againſt devori- 
on and piety : He doth not here take up the 
ſcourge againſt naughty Judges, uſurers and 
unchaſte perſons , becauſe the Church is to 
hind remedy againſt all faults which hap- 
pen in the life of man. But if a man commit 
a ſfinne againſt Gods Altar , the remedy 
grows deſperate King Ox1as felt a leopro- 
he riſe upon his face at the inſtant when 
he made the fume riſe from the cenſor which 
he uſurped from the high Prieſts, Ely the 


* Chief Prieſt was buried in the ruines of his 


own houſe for the ſacriledge of his chil= 
cren , without any conſideration of thoſe 
long ſervices which he had performed art the 
Tabernacle, Keep your ſelf from ſymonies, 
from irreverence in Churches , and from 


abuling 
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abuſing Sacraments. He can have' no excuſe 
which makes his Judge a witneſfle. 

3- Jeſus was violently moved by the tel 
which bebare to the honſe of his heavenly 
Farher. But many wicked rich men limit thar 
zeal onely to their own families. They build 
great Palaces upon the peoples bloud , and 
they nothing carethough all the world beina 
ſtorm, ſo long as they ( and what belongs to 
them) be a. covered . But there is a reveng- 
ing God who doth inſenſibly drie up the roots 
of proud Nations, and throws diſgrace and 
infamy upon the faces of thoſe who negle& 
the glories of Gods. Altars to advance their 
own. He who builds without Gcd, doth de- 
moliſh, and whoſoever thinks to make any 
uy encreaſe without him, ſhall find nothing 

ut ſterility, 


<< a 2 Q&T 


Affirations. 


O Moſt pure' Spirit of Jeſus, which waſt 
conſummate-by zeal toward the houſe 
of God, wilt thou never burn my heart with 
thoſe adored flames, wherewith thou inſpireſt 
chaſte hearts * Why do we take ſo much care 
of onr houſes ( which are built upon quick- 
filver, androll up and down upon the incon- 
ſtancies of humane fortunes ) while we have 
no love nor zeal towards Gods Church, 
which is the Palace which we ſhould chuſc here 
upon earth, ro be as the Image of _— a. 

oye? 
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bove 2 I will adore thy Altars ( all my life) 


with a profound humility. But 7 will firit 
make an Altar of my own heart,where I will 
offer ſacrifice 3 to which I doubt not but thou 
wilt put fire with thine hand own. 


pn — 


The Goſpel upon Tueſday the fourth 


week in Lent, S. John7. 


The Jews marvell at the learning of Jeſus 
who was never taught. 


AX d when the feſtivity was now half done, 
Feſus went up into the Temple and taught. 
Aud the Jews marvelicd, ſaying ,hew doth this 
man know letters, whereas he hath uot learned? 
Feſus anſwered them, and ſaid, my dofirine ts 
wot mine but his that ſent me. If any man wth 
do the will of him , he ſhall underſtand of the 
dofirine whether at be of God, or TI fpeak of 
my ſelf, be that ſpeaketh of himſelf feeketh bis 
own glory. But he that ſecketh the glory of 
him that ſent him, he k true , and injuſtice in 
him there is not. Did not Moſes give you the 
Law, and none of you doth the Law? Why ſeek 
you to kill me 2 The multitude anſwered and 
ſaid, thou haft a Devil , who ſecketh w kill 
thec ? Feſus anſwered and ſaid to them, One 
work T bave done, and you do all marvell. 
Thercfore Moſes gave you circumcifion , 4p 

1948 
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that it %s of Moſes, but of the Fathers, audn 
the Sabbath ye circumeiſe a man. If a manre 
ceive circumciſion in the Sabbath, that the lan 
of Meſcs be nut broken , are you angry at ms 
becauſe T have healed a man wholly in the Sab- 
bath * Fudge n0t according to the face , but 
Judge juſt judgement. 

Certain therefere of Feruſalem ſaid, Ts no 
this be whom they ſeek to kill : And behold, 
he ſpeaks openly, and they ſay nothing 10 
him. Have the Princes known indeed that 
thi i Chiiſt * But this man we know whence 
be #. But when Chriſt cometh, no man knows 
ah whence he . Fcſws therefore cried in the 
Temple , teaching and ſaying , Both me you 
ao know, and whence Tam you know z and of 
my ſelf T am not come. But he # truc tha 
ſent me, whom you know not. T know him, 
becauſe T am of him, and he ſcnt me. Tl 
ſought therefore to aprrchend him, and no man 
laid bands upon him becauſe - bis hour was not 
yet come. But of the multitude many believed 
7a bim. 

Moralities. 
| T appears by this Goſpel that Jeſus was 


judged according to apparences, not ac- 
cording to truth. Ir is one of the greateſt con- 


fuſions which is deeply rooted 1n the life of 
man, that every thing is full of poonclag, and 


punge, we fo- 
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mentit,and make our il[uſions voluntary. The 
ProphetIſay adviſeth us ro uſe our judgement, 
as men do leaven to ſeaſon bread, All the ob- 
Je&s preſented to our imaginations, which we 
ciicemare fading, if we do not adde ſome 
heavenly vigour to help our judgement. 

2, To judge according -to apparences is a 
reat want both of judgement and courage. 
ſhe farft makes us picferre vanity before 
t:uth ; the ſecond gives that to ſilk and golden 
clothes, which is properly dueto virtue : We 
adore painted coles and certain dark fumes co- 
vered outwatdly with ſnow ; But if we did 
know how many great miſeries and what 
beaſtly ordure 15 hidden under cloth of gold, 
filk, and ſcarlet , we would complain of our 
eyes for bcing ſo farre without reaſon. It is a 
kind of Apoſtacy aud rebellion againſt Gods 
PR tro judge without calling God to 

a preſident in our counſell 3 or to take in 
hand any humane inventions without the aſſi- 
ltance of his Spirit, 

3. Godis pleaſed to lodge pearls within 
cockles 3 and beſtows his treaſures of wiſ- 
dome and virtue, many times upon perſons, 
who have the moſt unfaſhionable outſides 3 
to countercheck humane. wiſdome. He makes 
his orarours of thoſe who are ſpeechleflez and 
numbcrs of frogs and flies ro overthrow 
mighty armics, He makes Kings our of ſhep- 
bers, and ſerves himfelf of things which 
are 


I — — 


120 The Penitem ; or, 


are not, aSif they were. The moſt plealing 
Sacrifice which he receives upon earth, is from 
the humblezand when we deſpiſe thoſe, wed 
vert the honours of God. We offer Sacrifice 
to the worlds opinion , like the Sages of K+ 
gypt ; who did light candles and burn incenk 
to Crocodiles. "The Jews loft their faithto 
follow apparences : and there is noſhone 
way to Apoſtacy then to adore the world and 
negle& God, 

4. Anil] opinion make folks many times 
paſſea riſh judgement : They mount into 
Gods chair to judge the hearts of men : The 
chaſte doves are uſed like Ravens, and Ravens 
like Swans. Opinion puts falſe ſpeacles up- 
on our eyes, which make faults ſeem virtues, 
and virtues crimes, Yet nevertheleſſe we 
ſhould think that virtuous perſons will not 
conceive an ill ſuſpition of their neighbour 
without a ve: y ſure ground: Saint Feb Clims> 
cus ſaith, fireis no more contrary to water, 
then raſh judgement is to the ſtate of repen- 
tance. It is a certain ſign, that we do not {ce 
our own fins, when we ſeek curiouſly after the 
leaſt defes of our neighbour. If we would 
but onceenter into our ſelves, we ſhould be 
ſo bukie to lament our own lives , that we 
_ not have time to cenſure thoſe of 0- 
thers, 


Aſpt- 
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Afpirations. 
OJoige molt redoubrable, who doſt plant 

thy throne within the heart of manz who 
judgelt the greateſt Monarchs , without lea- 
ving them power to appeal; Thy judgements 
are ſecret and impenetrable ; Thac which 
ſhines to our eyes like a Diamond , is like a 
contemptible worm in thy .bailance. T hat 
which we value as a Star thou judgeſt to be 2 
cole, We bave juſt ſo much greatnefle, virtue, _ 
times Ml and happinefle , as we hae by entrance ints 
: into I thy heart. And he whom thou eſteemeſt, 
; The ji needs not the _—_ of mortall man. No 
avens © innocent is juſtified , nor guilty perſon con- 
es up- I demned without thee , and therefore I will 
rrues, i from henceforth judge onely according to 
ſe we ff thee. Irwill lay down all my affeRions, and 
1 not take thine, fo far as T ſhall be able; and 1 will 
hbour © account nothing great but what ſhall be ſo in 
lime- Il thy tem, 


————————. 


orſce Y The Goſpel upon Wedneſday, the 
could | fourth week in Lent, S. John g. 


it we | Oftheblind man cured by clay and ſpittle. 


Nd Feſus paſſing by , ſaw 4 blind man 
Aon bis fx ag and his Diſciples asked 
bim, Rabbi, Who hatb a this man 

| 6 


nt ern——— 
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or his parents, that he ſhould be born blind? 
Feſus anſwered, Neither hath this man fiuned; 
nor his parents; but that the works of God may 
be manifeſted in him. T muſt work the works 
of him that ſent me whilcs it # day, the night 
comet when no man can work. As long #1 
am in the world , T am the light of the world. 
When he had ſaid theſe things he ſpit on the 
ground, and made clay of the ſpintle, and ſpred 
the clay upon his eyes, aud ſaid to bim , Gl, 
waſh in the Pool of Silo, wbich t interpreted, 
ſent. He went therefore and waſhed, and he 
came ſeeing, 

Therefore the neighbours , aud they which 
had ſeen him hefore , that he was a beggar, 
ſaid, Ts not this be that ſate aud begged ? 0 
thers ſaid, that this is he. But others 10, 10t (0, 
but he # like him. But he ſaid, That T am hc. 
Thcy ſaid therefore to him , How were thine 
excs opened f He anſwered , th:t man that k 
called Fcſus , made clay , and anointed mine 
cyes, and ſaid tome , Go to the *Pool of Silo, 
end waſh : and 1 went and waſhed, and ſaw. 
And they ſaid to him, Where + he? Ht 
ſaith , I know not, They bring him that had 
been blind tothe Phariſces- And it was the 
Sabbath when Feſus made the clay aud opened 
his eycs. 

Again therefore the Phariſees agked him, 
bow he ſaw. But he ſaid to them , be put-cla 


pon mine Ces, aud I waſhed, and T ſee. Cer- 
tain 


blind? 
| fenned; 
704 may 
e works 
e night 
mg 41 
world. 

on the 
d ſpred 
» 9h, 
dreted, 
aud he 


which 
Fg gar, 
{ ? 0s 
10t [o, 
mm hc. 
thine 
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tain therefore of the Phariſees ſaid, This man 
% notof God , that keepeth not the Sabbath. 
But others ſaid , How can a man that is a fin- 

ner do theſe fignes ? eAnd there was 4 ſchiſme 
among them. They ſay therefore to the blind 
agar, Thou, what ſayeſt thou of him that ope- 

ned thine eyes > And he ſaid, that be is a Pro- 
phet. The Jews thcrefore did not believe of 
him,that he had been blind,and ſaw,untill they 
calicd the Parents of him that ſaw, and asked 
them, ſaying; Ts this your ſonne, whom you ſay 
that he was born blind ? how then doth he now 
ſee ? His parents anſwered them, aud ſaid, we 

know that this # our ſon, and that he was born 
bliid: but how he now ſceth we know not, or 
who hath opened his eyes we know 10t,a5k him= 
ſelf, he is of age, let himſelf ſpeak of himſelf. 
Theſe things his parents ſaid , becauſe they 
feared the Fews, For the Fews bad new con- 
ſpired, that if any man ſhould confeſſe him to 
be Chriſt,he ſhould be put out of theSynagogue. 
Therefore did his parents ſay, that he is of age, 
wk himſelf. They therefore again called ihe 
man that had been blind , and ſaid to bim, 
Ge glory ro God, we know that this man is 


- 84 ſinner. 


He therefore ſaid to them , Whether he be 

e finer, I know not ; one thing T know , that 
wheres T was blind, now T ſee. They ſaid 
therefore to him, What did he to thec ? How 
4id he open thine eyes ? He anſwered them , 1 
G 2 have 


* 
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bave now told you , and you have heard , 
will you hcar it again? will you alſo become 
hi Diſciples ? They reviled him therefore,aud 
ſatd, be thou his Diſciple ; but we are the Dif- 
ciples of Moſes : we know that to Moſes Gol 
did ſpeak & but this man we hnow not ' whence 
he is. The man anſwered and ſ4id 10 them, 
For inthis it s marucllous, that you know 
not whence be #, and he hath opened mine 
eyes. And we know that finners God doth 
not hear. But if a man be a ſerver of God, 
and do the will of him, him he heareth, 
From the beginning of the world it hath not 
been hcard , that any man hath opened the eyes 
of one born blind ; unlcſſe this man were of 
God, be could not do any thing. , They anſwe- 
red and ſaid to him , Thou-wa$ wholly born in 
fins , and doſt thou tcach us? And they did 
caſt him forth. 

ſus heard that they caſt him forth , and 
when he had found him, he ſaid tobim , Doft 
thou believe in the Son of God ? He anſwered 
and ſaid, Who 4 he Lord, that IT may believe 
in-bim? And Feſus ſaid to him , Both thou 
haſt ſeen him, and he that tatketh with thee,he 
is is. But he ſaid, believe Lord : and falling 
down, he adored him. 


on. ” nn _—_—_ = - i S_ 
” ”——— Ao _ 
zuzznd MD RI I Ie 2 


a> —_ 
__— ——_ — 


Moralities 


* | low Father of all brightneſſe (who 
walked accompanied with his twelve 
Apoſtles, 


why 


come 


them, 
know 
mine 
doth 


God, 
th 108 
ce ejes 
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Apoſtles, as the Sun doth with the hours of 
the day) gives eyes to a blind man, and doth 
ir by clay and ſpittle : to teach us, that none 
hath power to do works above noture, bur he 
that -was the Authourof ir Oa rhe other 
ſide, a blind man becomes a King over per- 
ſons of the cleareft fight ; and being reſtored 
to light, he renders again the (ame, to the firſt 
fountain from whence ir came. He makes 
himſelf an Advocate to plead for the chiefeſt 
truth , and of a poor beggar becomes a con- 
feſlorz and after he had deplored bis miſery at 
the Temple gate , teacheth all mankind the 
eſtate of its own felicities. We ſhould (in imt- 
tation : f him ) love thelight by adoring the 
fountain of it , and behxve our ſelves as wit- 
nefles and defenders of the truth. 

2. Godis a light , and by his light draws 
all unto him # he makes a break of day by his 
grace in this life, which becomes afterward a 
perte& day for all eternity. But many loſe 
themſel ves in this world , ſome for want of 
light, ſome by a falfe light, and ſome by ha- 
ving too much light, | 

3- Thoſe loſe themſelves for want of light, 
who are not at all inſtructed in the faith and 
marimes of Chriſtian Religion z and thoſe 
inſtead of approching near the light , love 
their own darknefle, "They hate be light of 
their ſalvation , as rhe ſhadow of death : and 
think that if you give them eyesto ſee their 

G 3 blind= 
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blindnefſe, you take away their life. If thg 
ſeem Chriſtians, they yer have nothing 
the name and the appearance, the book of Je 
ſus is ſhut from them, or if they make a ſhew 
to reade, they may name the letters, but never 
can produce one right good word. | 

4. Others deſtroy thenſelvesby falſe lights, 
who being wedded to their own opinions, and 
adoring the Chimeracs of their ſpirir ; think 
chemlon fall of knowledge, juſt and happy; 
that the ſun riſcth onely for them, and that all 
the reſt of the world is in darknefle;they cons 
ceive they have the faireſt Rarres for condu- 
- Rours; but at the end ofÞthceir career they find 
(roo lace )that this pretended lighr,was but an 
Tgnis fatuus, which led them to a precipice of 
eternall flames, Ft is the worſt of all Follies to 
be wiſe in our owneye fight, and the worſt of 
all temprations is, bor a man tobe a devilto 
himſelf, 

Thoſe ruine themſelves with too much 
ligat, w..2 have all Gods law by heart, ut 
never have any heart to that law. They know 
the Scriptures, all learning and ſciences : they 
underſtznd every thing bur themſelves : they 
can find {pots in the ſun; they can give new 
names to the ſtars ; they perſwade themlelves, 
that God is all that they apprehend:Bur after 
aii this heap of knowledge, they are found to 
be like the Sages of Pharaoh : and can pro- 


duce nothing but bloud and frogs: . They = 
ro 
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broil and trouble the world ; they ſtain their 
- own lives; and at their deaths leave nothing 
to continue but the memory of their ſinnes. Ic 


" would be more expedient for them ( rather 
never then have ſeach light) to carry fire, wherewith 


tobe burning in the love of Gad, and not 
to ſwell and burſt with that kind of know - 
ledge. All learning which is not joyned with 
a good life, is like a piCture in the aire, which 
hath no table to make it ſublift. It is not ſufſt- 
cient to be elevated in ſpirit ( like the Pro- 
phers) except a man do enter into ſome pzr- 
tc& imitation of their viitues. 


Aſpirations. 
O Fountain of all brightneſſe , before 


whom night can have no vail, who * 
ſeeſt the day ſpring out of thy boſome, to 
ſpread it ſelf over all nature, wilt thou have 
no pittie upon my blindnefle ? will there be 
no medicine for my eyes which have ſo often 
grown dull and heavy with earthly humours. 
O Eord I want light , being alwayes ſo 
blind to my own finnes. So many years 
they are paſt, wherein 7 have dwelt with my (clf, 

and yet know not what I am. Self-love 


new 
bs maketh me ſometimes apprehend imagina- 
-frer ry virtues in great, and ſee all my crimes in 
id to little. I too often believe my own judge- 
pro- ment, and adore my own opinions, as gods, 
_ and goddeſſes, and if thou ſend me any. light I 


broil G 4 make 
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make ſo ill uſe of it, that I dazle my ſelf, even 
in the brightneſle of thy day; making little or 


no prokit of that which wouſd be ſo much to 
my advantage , if I were ſo happy as to know 
it, But henceforth I will have no eyes but for 
thee: I will onely contemplate thee { O life of 
all beauties )8 draw all the powers of my ſoul 
into my eyes, that I may the better apprehend 
' the myſtery of thy bountics. O caſt upon me 
one beam of thy grace ſo powerfull that it may 
never forſake me till | may ſee the day of thy 
olory. 


The Goſpel upen Thurſday , he 
fourth week in Lenr,S.Lake the 5. 


Of the widows fon raiſed from death to life 
at Naim by our Saviour. 


ANA it came paſſe afterward he went itt- 

to a- (ity that s called Naim , and there 
went with him his Diſciples, and a very great 
multitude : And when he came nigh 10 the 
gate of the City , behold a dead man was Car- 
Tied forth, the onely ſou of bis mother : and 
ſhe was a widow, and a great multitude of the 
City with her; whom when our Lord had ſeen, 
being moved with mercy upon her , he ſaid #0 
ber , Weep not. And hc came near , and 
roxched 


Entertaiuments for Lent. ng” 


touched the Coffin £ And they that carried it, 
ftood fill : and bc ſaid, Toung man , 1 fayto 
thee, Ariſe. And be that was dead ſate up, 
and began to ſpeak. And he gave him t0 his 
foe BY other © 4nd fear took them all ; aud they 
: of BY 104gnified God, ſaying, That @ great Prophet 
i riſen among us: and that God hath wiſited his 
end Wl 0221-44 2his ſaying went forth into all Few- 
ry of him, and into all the Countrey about. . 


nay Moralities. 


Eſus met at the G ates of Naim, (which is 
interpreted the Town of Beautics)a young 
— K& man carried to buriall, to ſhew us thar neither 
beauty nor youth are freed from the laws of 
the I death. We je death, and there is almoit no- 
7. ||| "ting more immorta'l;here below every thing 
dyes, but death it ſelf, We ſee him alwayes 
life I 'n the Goſpels, we touch bim every day by 
our experiences , and yet neither the Goſpels 
make us ſufficiently faitbfull, nor our experi» 
in» I nes well adviſed. WS 
ore 2, If we behold death by his naturall face, 
oat I b* ſeems a little ſtrange to us, becauſe we have 
the I ©2t ſeen him well ated. We lay upon him 
17. © ithes, bows and arrews 3 we put upon him 
;n4 | 8} antick faces , we compaſſe him round a- 
the I Put with terrours and illutons, of all which* 
en, he never ſo much as thought. It is a propound 
{7 | pin wh Nature lers it ſelf fail inſenbbly, 
when ſhe is tired with the diſquiers of this ” 
GO 5 rt 


130 The Penitent ; or, 


It is a ceffation of all thoſe ſervices which the 
ſoul renders to the fleſh. Ir is an execution 
Gods will, and a decree common to all the 
the world. To be diſquieted and drawn by 
the ears, to.pay a debt which ſo many millt. 
ons of men (of all conditions) + have paid be 
fore us, is todo as a frog that would ſwim 
_ a ſharp ſtream of a forcible torrent. 
e have been as it were dead to ſo many 
ages which went before us 3 we die piece- 
meal every day 3 we aflay death ſo oftenin 
our ſleep ; diſcreet men expe& him, fools 
deſpiſe him, and the moſt diſdainfull perſons 
muſt entertain him. Shall we not know and 
endeavour to do that one thing well, which 
being once well performed, will give us life 
for ever ? Me thinks it is rather a gift of God 
ro die ſoon, then to ſtay late among{t the oc- 
caſions of (inne. 
3+ It is not death,but a wicked life we bave 
cauſe to fear. That onely lies heavie,and both 
troubles us, and keeps us from underſtanding 
and taſting the ſweets of death. He that can 
die to ſo many little dead and dying thing 
(which make us die every-day by our unwil- 
lingnes to forſake them )ſhall find that death 1s 
nothing to him. But we would fain{in death) 
carry the world with us upon our ſhoulders to 
thegrave ; and that is a thing we cannot do. 
We would avoid the judgement of a jult 


God, and that is a thing which we ſhould on 
| 0 
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ſa much as think. Let us clear our accounts 
before we die, let us take order for our ſoul by 


ill the ff repentance, and a moderate care of our bodies 
wn by WY Þuriall: Let us order our goods by a good and 
mill. W charicable teſtament, with a diſcreet direCtion 


:d be. WY for the poor,for our children and kinred,to be 


ſwin WM cxecuted by fit perſons. Let us pur our ſelves 
rent, W into the protection: of the divine providence, 
nany WM vith moſt perfe& confidence; and how can 
niece, WY we then fear death, being inthe arms of life ® 
Fry Aſpirations. 


ſons WO) Jus, fountain of all lives, in whoſe bo+ 
ſome all things are living 3 Jeſus, the 
hich WM fruic of the dead, who haft deſtroyed the 
life WM ki-gdome of death 3 why ſhould we fear a 
od path, which thou halt fo terrified with thy 
iteps, honoured with thy bloud,and ſanRiked 


OC® 

by thy conqueſts? Shall we never die to ſo 
ave many dying things ? All is dead here for us, 
oth and we have no life, if we do not ſeck it from 
ing thy heart. What ſhould I care for death though 
fn he come with all choſe grim, hideous and an- 
_ tick faces, which men put upon him, for when 
F I ſkke him through thy wounds, thy bloud, 


is and thy venerable death, I find he hath no 
h) ſting at all. If I ſhall walk in the ſhadow of 


ro ceath, and a thouſaud terrours ſha}} conſpire 
0. azainit me on every fide to diſturb my quier, 
it 1 will fear nothing, being placed in the arms 
Xt of thy providence. O my ſweet Maſter. , 


Fe) 
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do but once touch the winding ſheet of my 
body, which holds down my ſoul ſo. often 
within the ſleep of death and fin. Command 
me to ariſe and ſpeak, and then the light of 
thy- morning ſhall never ſet : my diſcourſes 
ſhall be alwayes of thy praiſes , and my life 
ſhall be onely a contemplation of thy beauti- 
full countenance. 


QC - no i 


mm 


The Goſpel upon Friday the fourth 
week in Lent, S, Joh» 11. 


Of the railing of Lazarus from death. 


Nd there was 4 certain fick man, Lagarm 

of Bethania, of the Town of Mary and Mare 
tha her fifter. (And Mary was ſhe that anoine 
cd our Lord with ointment, and wiped bis 
feet with her hair , whoſe brother Lat arus 
was ſick) his ſillers therefore ſent to hm, 
ſaying, Lord, bchold, be whom thou lovell ts 
ſick. And Feſus bearing, ſaid to them , This 
fickneſſe is not ro death , but for the glory of 
God , that the Sou may be glorified by it. 
And Fefus leved Martha and her ſifter Mary, 
and Latarus. As he heard therefore thas 
be was Fck then he tarried in the ſame place 
two dayes : Then after this he ſaith to bis 
Diſciples, Let us £9 into Fewry agen 
e 
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The Diſciples ſay to him, Rabbi, now the Fews 
to lone thee, and goeſt thou thither &- 

an? Feſus anſwered , Are there not twelve 
2 of the day? If «a man-walk im the day, 
he ftumbleth not, becauſe he ſecth the Ught of 
the world : but if he walk in the night, he 
ftumbleth, becauſe the light is not in him.Theſe 
things be ſaid : and after this be ſaith to them, 
Lizervs our friend fleepeth 3 bus T gothat T 
may raiſe him from ſicep. His Diſciples there= 
fore ſaid, Lord, if he ſleep, he ſhall be ſafe. 
But Feſus Fake of his death, and they thoughs 
that he Pake of the ſleeping of ſlecp. Then 
therefore Feſus ſaid 30 #hem plainly, Lazarus is 
deed, and T am glad for your ſake, that you 
My believe, becauſe I was not there * but let us 
gorobim. Thomas therefore who # called Di- 
du, ſaid t0 his condiſciples, Let us alſo go, 
lo die with him. Feſus therefore came , and 
fund him now having bcen foure dayes in the 
grtve. And Bethania was nigh to Feruſalem, 
«bout fifteen furlongs. And many of the Fews 
Fere come 30 Martha ani Mary to comfort 
tem concerning their brother. Martha there= 
fore when ſhe heard that Feſus was come, went - 
to mcet him: but Mary fate at home. Martbs 
Wherefore ſaid to Feſus, Lord, if sbou hadft 
been here, my brother had not dried. But now 
alſo T know, that what things ſoever thou ſhalt 
@k of God, God will give thee. Teſus ſaith ra 
ber, Thy brother ſhall riſe again. Martha ſaith 
0 
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70 him, T know that he ſhall riſe: agaiu inthe 
reſurrefion in the laſt day. Feſws ſaid to her, 
T am the reſurreftionand the life : he that be 
lLievethin me, although he be dead, ſhall live, 
And every one that liveth, and believeth inme; 
ſhall not die for ever. Belicveſt thou this ? She 
ſaid to him, Tea, Lord, Thave believed the 
thou ert Chrift the Sonne of God , that an 
come ints this world. | $7 


Moralities. 
T. Oz: Saviour Jeſus makes here a ſtrong 


aflault upon death, to cure our infir» 
mitics at the coft of his deareſt friends ; He 
ſuffered La3arus, whom he loved tenderly, to 
fall into a violent ſickneſſe, to teach us, that 
the bodies of Gods favourites are nor free 
from infirmities;and that,to make menSaints, 
they muſt not enjoy too much health. A ſoul 
is never more worthy to be a houſe for God, 
then when ſhe raiſeth up the greatneſle of her 
courage, the body being caſt down with fick- 
nefle. A ſoul which ſuffers is a ſacred thing, 
All the world did touch our Saviour before 
his Paſſion 3 The throng of people preſſed 
upon him, bur after his death he would not be 
touched by S. Mary Maudlin, becauſe he was 
conſecrated by his dolours. 
2. The good ſiſters diſpatch a meſſenger, 
not to 2 ſtrange God, as they do who ſeck for 


bealth by -remedies , which are 2a thouſan 
rimes 


Evutertaiwments for Lot. I35 
times worſe theggthe diſeaſe : But they ads 


dreſſed themſelves to the living God 3 the 


God of life and death, to drive away death. 
And to recover life, they were content onely 
to ſhew the wound to the faithfull friendſhip 
of the Phyſician. Without preſcribing any re- 


- medies ; for that is better left to his provi- 


dence, then committed to our paſhon, 

3. Hedeferres his cure to raiſe from death. 
Thedelay of Gods favours, is not alwayes a 
refuſall , but ſometimes a double liberality. 
The vows of good men are paid with uſury : 
It was expedient that Laqarus ſhould die, that 
be might triumph over death , 1n the triumph 
of Jeſus Chriſt. It is here that we ſhould al- 
wayes raiſe bigh our thoughts, by conſidering 
our glory in the ſtate of reſurreion 3 he 
would have us* believe ir, not onely as it is a 
leſſon of Nature imprinted above the skies, 
upon the plants or elements of the world,and 
as a dorine which many ancient Philoſo- 
_ bad by the light of nature; but alſo as a 
belief which is faſt joyned to the faith-we have 
In the Divine providence, which keeps our 
bodies in truſt under its ſeal within the bo- 
ſome of the earth, ſo that no preſcription of 
time can make laws to reſtrain his power, ha- 
ving paſſed his word, and raifed up Lazarus 
Who was but as one grain of ſeed in reſpe& of 
all poſterity. 

4. Jelus wept over Lazarus, thereby to 
weep 
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weep over us all. Our evils were lamentabls 
and could never ſufficiently be deplored, with: 
out opefiing 2 fountain of tears within hes 
ven, and within the eyes of the Son of Ge 
This is juſtiy the river which comes from 
that place of all pleaſure to water Paradiſe, 
How could thoſe heavenly rears come from 
any other then the place of all delight , ſiga 
they iflued from a brain and from eyes which 
were united to the divinity ? And how ſhould Ml - 
they not water Paradiſe ſince for ſo manyages 

they have flowed over the Church for prody- 

cing the fruits of juſtice. The balme of Egypt 
could not grow without water of that Well 
which was commonly called the fountain of 
Jefus : becauſe the bleſled Virgin had there” U 
waſhed the clothes of her dear Sonne : And 
we have no Odour of virtue, nor goad colt» 
verſation, { which is not direRly barren) ex+- 
cept it be endued with the merit of our Savis 
OUrs tears, 


Afprrations. 


'O; Eyes of my Saviour from whence the 
ſunne receives his clearelt light : fair cy 
which onely deſerve eternall joyes and de- 
lights. Why ſhould you this day be moiſten- 
Y with tears ? Thou doſt give me ( O onely 
love of my heart ) the bloud of thy foul be- 
fore thou thedf{t that of thy body. There are 


thin2s to make me weep and I fedl | 
ſo many thinzs to ma p vhs 


ou ca => == wy aw wa 


- 
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bem ſolittle, that if thy tears do not w 
for me, I ſhall alwayes be miſerable. Wa- 
terthen (O my ſweet Maſter) the barrennefle 
of my ſoul from that fountain of bleſſing, 
which I have opened within thine eyes and 
haart : I have opened it by my finnes, and ler 
it I befeech thee blefle me by thine infigic 
mercies. ; 


—”_ < 
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The Goſpel upon Saturday the 
fourth week in Lent, 
S. John $, 


Upon our Saviours words, I amthe light of 


the world. 


Gain therefore Teſus fptke to them, ſay- 
ing, I am the light Fs world, he that 
followeth me,walketh not in darkneſſe,but ſhall 
have the light of life. The Phariſees thcre= 
fore ſaid to him, Thou giveſt teſtimony of thy 
ſelf, thy teftimony is not zrue. Teſus anſwered 
end ſaid ro them, although I do give teftimon} 
of my ſelf, my teſtimony is true 3 becauſe T 
now whence I came, and whither I go: bus 
you know not whence I came, or whither I go. 
Tou judge according to the fleſh, I do not judge 
«ny man. And if I do judge, my judgement is 
irue, becauſe 1 am 101 alone, but T and he thet 
ſes me, the Father. eAnd in your law it is 
written, 


we 
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written, that the teſtimony of two men i true. 
I ans he that give teſtimony of my ſelf : and he 
that ſent me, the Father , gtveth teſtimony of 
mc. They ſaid therefore to him , Where is 1h 
Father? leſus anſwered, Neither me do yu 
know , nor my Fathcr : if you did know np, 
perh.ips you might know my Father alſo. Theſe 
word Teſus ſpake in the Treaſury, teaching 
the Temple , and no man apprehen'led him, be- 
cauſe his hour was 19t yet come. 


if ye 
Moralitics. * 
OE ont is in the bleſled Trinity a com” Hi 


municating light, to which nothing® Wc: 
communicated : another Jight which is com- 
municative and comunicated : and a third F.;.. 
( * *-— light which is communicated , but not com- fgd 
| municacing. The ficſt is the heavenly Father, Www, 
who gives but takes noching. The ſecond 1ju 
that of the Sonne, who takes from his Fath« IN ..... 
and gives to the holy Ghoſt all that can beW (. 
given; Thethird is the holy Ghoſt which I 4, 
receives equally from the Father and the Son, iN 4, 
and doth produce nothing in the Trintty. 
Bat Jeſus illuminating from all eternity, ths I (,, 
ſtate ( for ever to be adored ) did vouchlak li 
rodeſcend into the countrey of our darknelle, © 
to ſcatter it by his brightneſſe. Ir is he that MF q, 
hath thrown down the Crocodiles and Bats FI ,,, 
from prophane Altars 3 who hath brokeno viy 
many idols ; who hath overthrown ſo many II thy 
Temples 
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"WT emples of the adulcerers and murdering 
1d be ods, to plant the honours of his heavenly 
wy i ather He hath inveſted the world during 
k thy o maty ages , With the ſhining of his face. 


edoth nor ceaſe to give light, nor to kindle 
nour hearts many inſpirations, which arc like 
omany itarres to condut us tothe fountain 
f all our happinefſe. You are very blind if 
youdo not ſee this, and much more miſerable 
if you deſpiſe it. __ 

2. It is moſt dangerous todo as the Jews 
did, to ſpeakevery day tO the light, and yet 
Wore their own darkneile. Screech-owls 
">" find holes and nights tro keep themſelves 
hl from day, which they cannot abide. Burt he 
_ that flies from the face of God, where can he 
her ind darknefle enough to hide hiniſelf > - 
"1 When be ſhall be within the-gulf-of finne 
bis own conſcience will light up a thouſan 
torches to ſee his puniſhments. Ic is the worft 
of all miſchiefs , to pay for the contempt of 
, the fountain of light by ſuffering eternall 
0 If datknefſe. 

3. Let ns behold the converſation of Je- 
he ſus Chriſt as a ſea mark, ſtickt all over with 
fe liphrs : his life pives Teſtimony of his San- 
har MY cy 7 his miracles publiſh his power ; his law 
declares his infinit wiſdome , his SanRiity 

ff 5 us an example to imitate , his power 
pires the ſtrength of Authoricy, to make him 

les the more _ obeyed 3 and from wy 
ome 


CO —_— EL "OS 4 


/ 
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dome faith is given us to regulate and go A 
our belief. 


eAſpirations. 


O My Lord Jeſus, the ſpirit of all beawiss, 

and the moſt vitible of all lights, whatds 
the eyes of my foul,if they be not alwayes bi 
fied in the contemplation of thy brightack, 
When I find thou art departed from me, 
methinks I am buried within my ſelf , and 


that my ſoul is nothing elſe, but a Sepulchis 


of rerrours,phantomes an1 deaths ; Bur when 
thou returneſt by thy viſits and conſolations, 
L am chearfully revived , and my heart leaps 


in thy preſence, as a child rejoyceth at ſight 


his dear nurſe. O Light of lights , which 
dofſt i!laninate man coming into this world, 
I will contemplate thee at the ſun riſing above 
all creatures. I will follew thee with mine 
eyes all the day long, and I will not leave thee 
at ſun ſerting, for there is nothing can bein 
value near like thee. It belongs onely to thee 
( O Sunne of my ſoul ) to ariſe at all hours 
and to give light at Midnight , as well as at 


. Noon-day. 


The 


Che 
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The Goſpel upon Paflion Sundays 
S, John the 3. | 


Upon theſe words , Whocan accuſe me 
of linne ? 


Hich of you ſhall argue me of fonne ? 
IfT ſay the verity, why do you not be- 

eve me e He that is of God heareth the words 
of God: therefore you hear not, becauſe you are 
not of Fed. The Tews therefore enſwered, and 
ſaid tohim, Do not we ſay well that thou art « 
hen 0 aritan, and baſt a Devil? Teſus anſwer- 
| ed, T have 10 Devil : but T do honour my F a= 
0, ther, and you have diſhonoured me. But I ſeck 
+ of 23 mine own glory. There is that ſeeketh and 
Nick julgeth. Amen, Amen, T ſay to you , if any 
man keep my word, be ſhall not ſee death for 

ever, The Tews therefore ſaid , now we have 
town that thou haſt « Devil ; Abraham is 
= dead, end the Prophets, and thou ſageſt, if any 
Man keep my word, he ſhak not tafte death = 
hee Be Why, art thou greater then our Father 
We Abraham who is dead ? and the Prophets are 
2 deed. Whom doeft thou make thy [cif ? Teſus 

anſwered, if T do glorifie my ſelf, my glory is 

wihing. It js my Father that glorifieth me, 

whom you ſay that he is your God, and you have - 

Wt known him, but T know him, And if T ſhall 

ſey that T know him nor, I ſhall be like to you, 

” eher: but] do know bim , and do keep his 
word; 
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word. Abraham your father rejoyced that 
might ſee my day, and he ſaw and was gli 
The Tews therefore ſaid 10 him, Thou _ 
yet fifty years, and haſt thou ſeen Abrahan 
Teſus ſaid to them, cAmen, Amen, T ſay to ju 
before that Abraham was made, I am. 
zock ſtones therefore to caſt at him. But Ie 
bid himſelf, and went out of the Temple. 


Moralitics. 


1,” He Saviour of the world being 
| ved to ſuffer death as the Prieft of his 
own ſacrifice, and ſacrifice of his pricſthoo 
ſhews that it is aneffe& of his mercy, and 
not a ſuffering for any fault. He doth advance 
the ſtandard of the Croſſe ( which was the 
puniſhment of guilty perſons ) bur he brought 
with him innocencie , which is the markot 
Saints : he honours it with his dolours, al 
ſanRihes it with his bloud, to glorike it inthe 
eſtimation of all the juſt. He 1s without ipe 
and capable to take out all ſtains, by hisinb- 
nit ſanRtity : and yet he ſuffered as a finne, 
to blot our all our ſinnes ; Ir is in this ſuffet- 
ing he would have us all imitate him. He doth 
not require us to make a heaven, nor ſtarts, 
nor to enlarge the ſea, or to make the earth 
firm; but to make our ſelves holy as he is bolyl (0 
( according to our capacity.) And this we 1 
may gain by his favour, which he hath by YI |. 


own nature. No man is worthy to ſuffer with bl 
Jeſus, 
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WJ cſs, who doth nor purifie himſelf by the 
I ſufferings of Jeſus, If we ſuffer in finne, we 
carythe crofle of the bad thief. We muſt 
carry the Croffe of Jeſus, and conſecrate our 
tribulations by our own virtues. 
2, It is ſaid that the venomous ſerpent 
called a Bafilisk ( which kills borh men and 
beats by bis peſtilent breath) kills bimſelt 
when he looks upon a looking glaſle , by 
the very refle&ion of his own poiſon, The 
Jews do here the very ſame 3 They come a» 


bout this great mirrour of ſanRity , which 
carried all the glory of the living God ; he 
alts his beams upon them z bur envy the 
mother of murder ( which kills it ſelf onely 
by the rayes of golden arrows ) makes them 


dart out venomous words to diſhonour him : 
Net his incomparable virtue kills them , with- 
out lofing any of his own brightneſfle 3 to 
tech us, that the beauty of innocency is the 
belt buckler againſt all flanders. Though ir 
ſeem to be tarniſhed for a time, yet her w_ 
ſeſſe will thereby become more lively : for it 
ba ſtarre which the blackeſt vail of night 
annot darken, 

3- Abraham did rejoyce at this day of 
God, two thouſand years before it was mani- 
felted to the world : All the Patriarks did 
long after it 3 and did anticipate their fe- 
licities by the purity of their thoughts, -This 
blefſed day hath been reſerved for us, and yet 

many 


— 
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many of us deſpiſe it. We ſo much lovetle 
day of man, that by the force of too mud 
lovetoit, we forget the love of God. WllP" 
ſhould, and muſt contemn thoſe periſhiog iſ 
dayes of worldly honours and pleaſurg 
which are covered with eternall night, thatwe 
may partake the eternity of that beautifull da 
which ſhall never bave any evening. 


ec 


- 


eAſpirations, 


God of purity, in whoſe preſence th MW T 
Angels q raviſhed with admiration ) do 
cover their faces with their wings, and ha 
no ſweete: extaſies then the admiration of thy Jel 
beauty : The ſtarres are not pure enough bt- 
fore thy redoubted Majeſty. The ſun beholds 
thee as the true Aathour of bis light. Thou 
onely canſt purific all humain' kind, by aſan- I A 
Rity which ſpreads it (elf over all ages. Alas, 
I am confounded to ſee my Gnfull foul ſo oft- 
en died black with ſo many Rains, and beaſt- Wl /" 
ly ordures , before thoſe moſt pure beams of I "1 
thy glory. Waſh,O waſh again, out all which I 
diſpleaſerh thee. Regenerate in my beart 3 ſe 
Spirit that ſhall be worthy thy ſelf, How ſhall J 
I follow thee to mount Calvary , if I be put of 
ſued with ſo many ill habits,which I baveoft- 
en deteſted before thine eyes > How cauIgo it " 
in company with the firſt and greateſt of all F «« 
Saints, drawing after meſo many ſinnes? The 


increaſe of my offences would multiply * vi 
croſſes; 
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rofſes: I will therefore do my beſt to drowa 
all my imperfeRions within thy bloud, I will 
- Wl procure light ro my nighrs{by that bright and 
ſhine bezutifull day which Abraham ſaw) from thar 
olorious day which took beginning frem thy 
Croſſe, I will no more care for the day of 
man, that I may the betrer apply my ſeifto 
the day of God. 


4 
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do 
4 week in Lent, S. Fohn 7. 
$4 Jeſus aid to the Phariſees, You ſhall ſeck and 
wi not find me : and he that is chirſt y 
_s let him come to me. 


lan- WF AN the Princes and Phariſees ſent Mini- 
las, ig to apprehend him. Feſws therefore ſaid 
fothem : Tet 4 little time and I will be with 

aflt- I /'n, and T go to bim that ſent me: you ſec 
5 of WW me, and ſhall nor find and where I am you can- 
hich W 10 come. The Fews therefore ſaid among them- 
re a i ſelves, whithcr will this man go, that we ſhall 
hall Ft find him 2 will he go'into the diſperſion of 
pur- © #f the Gentile , and teach the Gentiles : what 
oft-  %ths ſaying,that be hath ſaid ? Tou ſhall ſeek 
go. Me, and ſhall not find : and where I am you 

all BY cannot come. 

T be And in 1he lafl, the great day of the fefti- 
thy YN %, Tefus ſtood, and cried, ſaying, Tf any man 
; H thirſt, 
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thirſt, let him come to me and drink. He that 
believeth in me, 45 the Scripture ſaith, ou'f 
his belly ſhall flow rivers of living water.(Anl 
this be ſaid of the Spirit that 4hey ſhould re- 
ceive, which belicved in him. | 


an - a O 


Aoralities. 


I. T Ake for your comfort this excellent 
word of our Saviour : he that is thirſty, 
and defires in this world to thirſt after God, 
let him come unto me,and he ſhall quench his 
thirſt at the chiefeſt fountain. Saint Auguſtine 
ſaith, we areall here as David was inthede 
fart of Idumea: our life is a perpetual altera- 
rion which will never be ſettled while we live. WW «, 
If we be weary we deſire reſt, and if werelt MW ;. 
over long, our bed becomes. troubleſome , ll 1, 
though ic ſhould be all of roſes. Then again, MW þ, 
wethirſt ro be in aRion and buſineſſe, which I .,, 
alſo in a ſhort time tires us, and puts us into If (;,, 
another alteration 3 and that carries us again I 
ro adeſirero do nothing, All our life gocth I c, 
like Pexelopes web : what one hour effcRs,the I ; 5 
next deſtroyes. We do ſufficiently perceive I þ,1 
that we are not well in this wotld : It is2 I tha 
large bed, but very troubleſome, wherein every I thi 
man ſtirs and tumbles himſelf up and down, I Go 
but no man can here attain to his perfeR hap- } be 
pineſle. ; lux 
2. This ſhews us plainly that we are wade | pur, 


for God, and that we ſhould thirſt after di- WI, 
vine 
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vine things, if we deſire true contentment. 
There is no default in him, becauſe all chat 
canbe deſired is there, and yet there is no ſu- 
perfluity,becauſe there can be nothing beyond 
him, There onely we abound without neceſlt- 
tic, we are aſſured withour fear, and glorious 
without change, And ir is there onely where 
we find all our ſatisfaQions perfeRly accom- 
pliſhed. For to ſpeak truth, contentment cone 
liſteth in four principall things ; which are, 
to have a contenting obje& z to have a beart 
capable to apprehend it 3 to feel a ſtrong in- 
Clination to it, and to enter into an abſolute 
full poſſeſſion of ir. Now God hath provided 
for all this by his infinit bounty. He will 
not have us affe any other obje& of pleaſure 
but his own. He is God, and therefore can 
have nothing but God for his ſatisfaQion, 
andintends graciouſly that we ſhaſl have the 
lame, He will have vs thirſt after bim, and 
quench our thirſt within himſelf : and to this, 
our ſoul is fingularly diſpoſed 3 for as God is 
a oirit, ſois our ſoul onely ſpirituall. We 
ave ſo ſtrong 'an inclination to love God, 
that even our vices themſelves { withour 
thinking what they do ) love ſomewhat of 
God. For if pride affe& grearneſle, there can 
be nothing ſo grear as the Monarch cfir. If 
luxury love ke, God conraineth all 
puredelights in his boſfome : and this which 
lay Way be verificd of all fins wharſoever. 

| H 3 if 
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If the preſence of a right obje&, and the en- 
joying be wanting, we have nothing ſo pre- 
ſent as God. Saint Paul ſaith we are all with- 
in him, within him we live, and within bim 
we have the fountain of all our motions : we 
ſee bim through all his creatures untj]} he take 
oft the vail, and ſo let us ſee him and tafted 
his Glory. 

3- A true and perfe& way to make us thick 
afrer God, is to forſake the burning thirſt 
which we have after bodily and worldy 
ou : Our ſoul and fleſhgo inthe ſeveral 
cales of a ballance, the riſing of one, pulls 
down the other : Ir is a having two wives, fot 
us to think we can place all our delights in 
God, and withall enjoy all wocldly content- 
ments, A man muſt have a conſcience free 
from earthly matters, to receive the infuſion 
of grace 3 we mult paſle by Calvary, before 
we can come to Tabor ; and firſt taſte gall 
with Jeſus, before we can taſte that honey- 
comb,which he took after bis reſurre&ion. 


Aſpirations. 


O God, true God of my ſalvation, My i 


heart which feeleth it ſelf moved with an 
aficionate zeal, thinks alwayes upon thee, 
and tn thinking, finds an earneſt thirlt after 
thy beauties, which-heats my veins, My foul 
is all. conſumed, and I find that my teſhit 
{lt inſen{ibly followeth the violeuce - my 
pirit, 
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ſhirit, I am here as within the defarts of 
Africa, in a barren world, the drought 
whereof makes it a dite@ habitation for dra- 
gons. O my God, I am tormented with this 
time, and yet I cheriſh it more then my (elf. 
Wiil there be no good Lazarzs found to dip 
the en of his finger within the fountain of 
the higheſt heaven, a lirtle to allay the burn- 
thick WF ing ot ny thirſt. Do not tell me {O my dear 
thirlt WW Spouſe ) that there is a greac Chaos between 
rldl thee and me: Thou hait already pailed it in 
verall WW coming to me by thy bounty : and wilt not 
pulls WW thou lifr me up then by thy mercy ? 


A— 


ts in _ gs 


mW The Goſpel upon Tueſday the fifth 


bs week in Lent, S. John 7. 

_ Jelas went not into Jewry, becauſe the Jews 
- had a purpoſe to take away his life. © 

þ AFrter theſe things Teſus walked iutoa Gali- 


lee : for he would not walk into Iewry, bc- 

("ſe the Tews ſought to kill him. And the ſe- 

My 8 {lival dgy of the Tews Scenopegia was at hand. 

han W And bj; brethren ſaid to him, Pf c from hence 
thee, 41d go into Iewry, that thy Diſciples alſo may 
after ſee thy works which thou doft. Fur no man doth 
ſoul any thing in ſecret, and ſeeketh himſelf to be 
ſhit Mpnbli:h s if thou do theſe thing s,manifeſt thy 
my ſe'f 10 the world: for neither did bis brethren 

PLING: H-3 belicve 
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believe in him : Feſus therefore ſaith to them; 
My time i not yet come : but your time % al- 
wates ready.,The world c annot hate you, but me 
it hateth,becauſe T give teſtimony of it that the 
works thereof are evil. Go you up 10 this felli- 
vall day, T go not up to this feſtiuall day ; be- 
cauſe my time is n0t yet accompliſhed, 

IVhen he had ſaid theſe things himſelf tarriel 
zn Galilce : But after his brethren were gone 
up, then he alſo went up to the feflivall day, nat 
openly, but as it were in ſecrct.The Tews there- 
fore ſought him in the feſtivall day, and ſaid, 
Where 1s he ? And there was much murmuring 
7n the multitude of him : For certain ſaid, that 
he ks good. And others ſaid No, but he ſeduceth 
zhe multitudes : yet no man fake opcnly of him 
for fear of the Fews. 


Moralitics. 


7. Jeſus hides himſelf in this Goſpel (as the 
Sun within a cloud to ſhew himſelf at b1s 


own time + to teach us that all the ſecrets of 


our life conſilteth in well concealing and wel 
diſcovering our ſelves. He did conceal the life 


which he took from nature when he might. 


have- been born a perfe& man as well as :A- 
dam, and yet did he hide himſelf in the hay 


of a baſe Stable. He concealeth his life of 


Grace, difſembling under filence ſo many 
great and divine vircues, as if he had lockt up 
the Zars under lock and key,as boly Fob _ 

c 
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He keeps ſecret bis life of Glory retaining for 
thirty three years the _ of his ſoul, which 
ould without intermiflion have glorified and 
caſt a divine brightneſſe upon his body. Bur 
when he concealed himſelf the ſtars diſcovered 
him at bis birth ; the Sun at his death : all the 
Elements did then confefle him, and all crea- 
tures gave teltimony of his divinity. 

2. We ſhould be well known of God,if we 
did not ſo curiouſly inquire into the know- 
ledge of the world. Vanity at this gay opens 
all her gates to manifcſt divers men to the 
world, who ſhould otherwiſe be buricd in ob- 
ſcuritie and darknefie. It maketh ſome appear 
bythe luxurious excefle of their apparcil, as 
fo many (ale creatures, whoſe heads ( beivg 
high and coſtly dreſt up) go tothe market of 
idle love. Others by the riches and pomps of 
the world, others by honours and dignities, 
others by the ſpirit of induſtry, and others by 
the deeds of arms and policy. Every one ſets 
out bimſelf to be feen and elteemed in the 
world. It ſeermerh thar life.is made for nothing 
but to be ſhewed, and that we ſhould alwaycs 
live, for that which makes us die. We are a 
kind of walking ſpirits which return late to 
our lodgings : Bur yet nevertheleſſe giving our 

ves ſo continually to the world methinks 
we ſhould at leaſt ſtay with our ſelves every 
day one ſhort hour, It is ſaid that the Pel- 
lican hides her egs, and that they muſt be 

H 4 {t ollen 
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ſtollen from her, to make them diſcloſe : Bu 
vanitie is an egge which all the world batch 
eth under her wings, and none are willing to Ml ;; 
forſake it. - ? th 

3. If it beneedfull to ſhew your (elf tothe WM -1 
world, be then known by your virtues, which Ml ji; 
are characters of the divinity, Let men know Wh ;, 
you by your good examples which are the Wl 
leeds of eternity, and of all fair ations, You MW 1 
muſt be known by your almes and bouhty, 
which are the ſteps which God left imprinted MW - 
in this world. If you muſt riſe to honours WM 7 
and dignities,take them as inſtruments of he- 
lineſſe : aud be not powerfull, but to be more 
obliged to do good by (o being. 


eAſpirations. 


O God which didſt conceal thy (elf ; bow 
comes it about that I deſire ſo much to 
be ſeen,and make my ſelf known to the world? 
What can I diſcover if I ſhew that which | 
am, bur onely fin, vanity, miſery, and incone 
ſtancy, which make the foure elements of my 
life > To what ſerves this itch of ſeeing, but 
onely to receive into our eyes the ſeeds of cu- 
riolity ? Why do we covet to be (o much een, 
but to expoſe our ſelves to vanity, and to cat- 
rya Torch ina blaſt of wind? Alas (O Mer- | 
cifull Lord ) I have very long lived for m 
ſelf, and for theeyes of the world, when ſhall 
1 begin; to live for thee? Shall I never 1 
apPY ii 
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happy moments of my life which will receive 
lioht onely from the day of thy face ? Let me 
(Omoll eloved of my heart) be blind to all 
the world, ſo that I may have eyes for thee. If 
the cundition of my eſtate mult needs ſhew 
o the WF ne ro the world, letit be to giveir part of thy 
vhich light, without receiving any patt of that datk- 
mov BW noe which covereth it. Let me be in the 
* the BY world to do good, but let me dwell in thee, as 
You WE vichin the fountain of all goodneſſe, 


— —_— a —_— 


need BW —=—* : : 
9 i The Goſpel upon Wedneſday the 
fifth week in Lent, Sainc 


nore 
John the 10, 

The Jews ſaid, If thon be the Meſſias, 
10W tell us plainly. 
1 to 
14? Nd the Dedication was in Terufalem, and 
hI it was in winter : And TIeſus walked in 
_ the Temple in Sc!omons Porch. The Tews therce - 
ny fore compaſſed him round about, and ſaid 10 


Jut him, How long doſt thou hold our foul m ſuſ< - 
-u- pence ? Tf thou be Chrif, tell us openty. Teſus 


a, anſwered them, T ſpeak to you,and you believe 
{ay nt. The works that T do in the Name ef my 
ho: Father, thcy give teſtimony of me. But you do 


ay || 7" belicve, becanfe you are not of my ſheep. My 
[ ſeep hear my woice, and I know them, and they 
follow me, and 1 give them life everlaſting, 
5 and. 
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and they ſhall not periſh for ever, and wma 
ſhall pluck them out of my hand. My Fathe, 
that which he hath gruen me, i greater thn 
all, and no man can pluck them out of th 


hand of my Father. T and the Father ar 
one. 

The Tews took up ſtones to lone him, Teſu 

anſwered them,Many good works T have ſhew- 
ed you from my Fathcr, for which of the 
works do you ſtone me? The Tews 4nſwerel 
him, for a good work we ſtone thee not, but 
for blaſphemy, and becauſe thou being a man, 
makef1 thy [clf God. Teſus anſwered the: i it mi 
writtcn in your law, that I ſaid, you are Gods! 
if he called tbem Gods to whom the word of 
God was made, and the Scripture cannot be 
broken : whom the Father hath ſanfified and 
ſent into the world, ſay you, That thou blaſ- 
phemeſt, becauſe T ſaid, T am he Son if 
God ? if I do not the works of my Father, be- 
lieve me not. Butif T do, and if you will ns 
bclicve me, believe the workr, that you ma) 
know and believe that the Father is in me, and 
T ia the Father. 


Moralities. 
1, THe Woolfs encompaſle the good ſhep- 


herd, counterfeiting Lambs, to draw 
truth ong of his mouth which they would 
perſecute. They reſembled a certain plant 


which carrieth the name and ſhape of a ag 
-.= -- but 


— y- wy 3 £t> © 


A 


Ut 
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but hath a contrary ſubſtance and different 
qualities, for it is ravenous as a wolf and de- 
yours all the herbs which grow about it. So 
arethere many who do infinnate themſelves 
into the friendſhip of good men, by fair (bur 
counterfeit ) reſpe&s , to the end that after- 
ward they may be made the obje& of their 
cruelty. Thoſe men look after the Meſhas in 
the Porch of Solomon , as Herod ſought after 
himin the Manger, not to adore, bur to kill 
him, Their mouth carries honey when their 
heart hatcheth poiſon : but nothing is un - 
known to God from whom hell ir. ſelf hath 
not darknefle enough to hide it ſelf. 

2, Jeſus knows his flock, and his fiock reci- 
procally knows him , and in thar conſiſts all 
our happineſſe, ro know God, and to be 
known of him. The chiefeſt of all wiſdome 
isto know him, and to be known by him,and 
to be written in the Book of life, which is the 
laſt and chiefeſt of all felicities. Ir is rrue,thar 
te knows all things by the knowledge of a 
clexr intelligence 3 which ſerves the wicked 
enely ro diſcover plainly their crimes : where - 
2s he knows the jult by a ſcience of favour 
and approbation , which indeed is erernall 
predeſtination. If 'we .be unknown to God, 
we muſt make our ſelves known to him by 
lome good virtue-, Which doth not depend 
onely upon us. The firſt beam js of preveni- 
ent grace , and our Vocation to Chnitianiry 
winch 
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which is part of our predeſtination, andis 
not at all withia our power. We have nat 
been eleRted , becauſe we have believed in 
God, by our own forces; but we believe, be- 
cauſe we have been cle&ed, The firlt knows 
ledge comes purely from God , bur it is in us 
by his grace to purſue this firſt light , andto 
advance ourpredeſtination to glory , by for- 
cing our ſelves to know him perfeRly , who 
hath known us ſo liberally, 

3. Jeſus will not be known fingly by his ME my! 
words, but by his works. Our words muſt a- i hap; 
gree with our good ations, as the needle of a Ji nar 
clock agrees with the ſprings, When we have Wſ kno 
heard, or read ſome good dorine ; that Ser- ll ba! 
mon, or reading , mutt pale into our man- il live 
ners. It is ſurely a ſtrange thing , that many Ih "iſh 
imploy their leiſure to kaow much, and yet I thi 
will not ſpend ſome conſiderable time, ro I the 
make them(cives 800d C hriftians. We muit pin 


be Philoſophers more by imitating the ex- anc 
ample of God , then by any curious enquiry Sul 
of his greatneſle. Cur Chriitianity teacheth Wh 
us, that we ſhould be more knowing and skil fer 
full in the praRice of our life, then of our Wil 
tongue ; and that we are rather made to per- the 
form great aRions, then to ſpeak them. We to, 
muſt have a ſpeciall care that our hands do kir 


not give our mouth the lie. What can we 
gain (in the judgement of God) by being Ike 
thoſe trees, which have a fair outſide, garniih- 
e 
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4 with leaves, yet good for nothing bur to 
giveaſhadow, and to make a little noiſe when 
the wind blows? God requires of us fruit,fince. 
heis the father of all fertility, and nothing is 


dis 
not 
| in 


= WE barren in the land of the living. 
ho Aſpirations. 
Of My God, I know thee , becauſe thou 


ho was firſt pleaſed ro know me; T hou haſt 

known me by thy goodnefle, and I will do 
bis WF my beſt to know thee , that I may obtain all 
2- WF happineſſe. O that 1 _ know that my 
"a MW naneis written in the book of life, and alſo 
ve WE know the life which I may poſſefſe within the 
r- Wl heart of Jeſus, in which ſo many lives do 
1- © live. O how ſhould I then find. my fpirir ra- 
ly MW viſhed in thoſe beautifull Ideas of glory ? Fix 
et I thineeyes on me ( O Lord ) and thou ſhalc 
o IF thereby bring to me the fountain of all hap= 
t IF pineſle. The Father hath given me to thee, 
. and I am the conqueſt of thy precious bloud;z 


y WF buffer not a ſoul ro be taken away from thee, 
h Which hath coſt thee ſo many ſweats and ſu'. 

ſcrings, T am thine by ſo many titles, that I 
, will be no more mine own, but onely to have 


the rigar of renouncing that which I am, and 
toeſtablith what ſhall be thine in this little 
kngdome of my heart. 


The 
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The Goſpel upon Thurſday the fifh 
week in Lent, S, John Jo 


Upon S. Mary Magdalens waſhing our Saws 
ours feet in the Phariſees houſe. 


AN d oneof the *Phariſces defired himu 
eat with him. And he being entred in 
the houſe of the Phariſee,he ſate down to mea. ll *** 
And bchold, a woman that was in the Citic, i ** 
ſenner,as ſhe knew that he ſet down in the Phi- for 
riſes houſe, ſhe brought an Alabaſter box the 
ointment; and ſtanding behind, befide his fee, Mt ** 
ſhe began to water his feet with tears, and wi- 
ped them with the hairs of her hcad , and kiſ- | ©' 
ſed bis feet, and anoinicd them with ointment. 
- And the Phariſce that had bid him, ſecing it, 
fpake within himſelf, ſaying. This man if. ht ; 
were 4 Prophet , would know certes who and \ 
what manner of woman ſhe is which toucheth Ml P? 
him, that ſhe #s a ſinner, Aud Feſus anfwering, 
ſaid is him, Simon, T hue ſomewhat to ſay un» i 
#0 thee. But he ſaid , Maſter ſay. A certain 
creditour had two debtcrs,one did ow fiuc hut- 
dred pence, aud the other fifty: they having nu Wl 
wherewith to pay, he forgave both , whether c 
therefore doth love him morc * Simon anſwer- " 
ing ſaid, T ſuppoſe that he to whom he forga%t 
more. But be ſaid to him , Thou haſt judge! ca 
rightly, And turning 10 the woman, he ſaid 
unto Simon, Docſt thou ſee this woman? 1 ” 


ire. 
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wed into thy we water to my feet thou didft 
not give : but ſhe with tcars hath watered my 
feet, and with her hairs bath wiped them. Kiſſe 
thou gaveſt me not3 but ſhe,fince I came in,bath 
mt ceaſed to kiſſe my feet. With oyl thou didſt 
pot anoint my bead; but ſhe with ointment hath 
anointed my feer. For the which I ſay to thee, 
many fins are ſotgiven her, becauſe ſhe hath lo= 
ved much. But to whom leſſe # forgtven, he lo= 
weth lefſe. And he ſaid to her, Thy finnes are 
forgiven thee. And they that ſate together at 
the table, began to ſay within themſelves, Who 
3 this that alſo forgiveth ſinnes £ And be ſaid 
to the woman, Thy faith hath made thee ſafe, _ 
Goin peace. 


Moralities. 


1, QAint Mary Magdalen is under the feet 
of Jeſus Chriſt, as is that work of Sa- 
phires (mentioned in Exodus ) under the feer 
of God. It is a work wrought by the 
right hand of the Higheſt , the wonder of 
women, the moſt happy of all lovers 3 who 
made profit of finne , which dg{troyes all ; 
who ſanQified that love, whicB.ſo little 
knew the way to any ſanity, This is the 
fountiin mentioned in the book of Heſter, 
In the viſion of Mardochews 3 A fountain 
which became a river, and after changes it 
{cf into the Sunne, which gives beams and 
wersat one inſtant, She isa fountain ar 
the 
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the Phariſces table, ſhe is a river in her ſolicary 


grove, ſhe is a Sunne both in Paradiſe, andin 
that gceat cxaltation , wherein the Catholick 
Church now beholds her. Being now in glo- 
ry, ſhe doth not yet forbear to open fountains 
of tears, ( by imitation'of her )) within the 
ſouls of repentant finners , of whom incel- 
ſantly ſhe procures the converſion. Happy is 
that heart which is pierced with the imitation 
of her virtues,thereby to gain ſome part of her 
CLOWNS. 

2. Every thing is admirable in her con» 
verſion : A ſinner weunded with love, curcs 
her ſelf by love. She changes the fire of Ba- 
bylon, into that of Jeruſalem. She plucks out 
of her wound the venomous dart of world- 
ly love, ro makelarge room for the arrows of 


Jeſus which pierce her heart 3 and at an in- 
tant make a harmony of heavenly paſſions . 


within the bottome of her ſoul. She holds 
the wound dearer then life, and goes ſtreight 
to her conquerour, to deſire death, or increaſe 
of love. 

3- She appears moſt ingenious in her affc- 
tions, to provide no water wherewith to 
wal(h her Maſters feet, fiace ſhe could draw 
it ſo fitly out of her own cycs, This was the 
water which Jeſus did thirſt after , when he 


a5ked of the Samaritan woman ſome to drink; 


But that poor woman was ſo altoniſhed, that 
the forſook her pitcher, and forgot that —_ 
Jelus 


4. 6 ww wo @##. mes 2 os kn ds Wh wi. tw @ =» 
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Jelus asked. Now the holy Magdalen brings 
her eycs to the Phariſees table, as two veſlels 
full of criſtall water, which was of that pure 
ftream which comes from the holy Lambe. 
Heaven is wont to water the earth , but here 
the carth waters heaven. A ſonal which was 
before black, and burnt up with the fre of 
concupiſcence , provides a fountain for the 
King of higheſt heaven. She draws tears from 
her linnes, to make them become the joyes of 
Paradiſe. 

4. She ſanRikies all that which was eſteem- 
ed moſt prophane. Her hairs, which were the 
nets wherein ſo many captive ſouls did figh 
under the yoke of wanton love, are now ( as 
the enfignes and Randards of wicked Cupid ) 
trampled under the feet of her Conquerour. 
Thoſe kifſes , which carried the poiſon of a 
luxurious paſſion in her heart,do now breathe 
from her nothing but the delicacies of chaſti- 
ty. Her pleafing odours which were before 
vowed to ſenſuality, are now become the 
[weeteſt exhalations from that Amber Tle 
which brings an odoriferous perfume to Jeſus 
Chriſt, She brings with her Aromatick ſpi- 
ces, to burn her ſelf at the mountain of her 
Sun, who makes himſelf her Prieft , her Ad- 
vocate and Brideman. 

5. She had gained the great jubilee, and 
was aſſured of it by the word of the etectnall 


Biſhop 3 and yet during all the reſt of her 
life, 
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life, ſhe praQiſed upon her ſelf a ſan&ified 
revenge, and her penance never ends, bur with 
her litezto confound our coldnefle, who know 
ſo little what it is to bewail a fin. Shes as ti 
norous in the aſſurance of her pardon, as we 

re ſecure art the approch of Gods juſtice. No 
body could be ſo patient, and ſo conſtant in 
her love, bur ſhe, that had a holy emulation 
toward heavenly charity.It is her perſeverance 
which draws to the eartha perfe&t copy of 
that !life{withour limit) which the bleſſed ſouls 
cnyoy in heaven, It is ſhe alone to whom eter- 
nity was then given, becauſe ſhe had power to 
oſter xepentant frailty to eternity ir (elf, 


Afpirations, 


Hpen Sairt Mary Magidalcns great Re- 
pentauce. 


'® Jeſus, my Conquerour , and my Sove- 
raign Bitbop , thou art pleaſed to be ſas 
tished of thy unworthy ſervant 3 bur Iam 
not yer content with my ſelf, No,no, my lik 
and penancc ſhall end together , fince 1 have 
loſt that which ſhould never have been ſepa- 


rated from my body, before the ſeparation of 


my ſoul. And ſince I cannot enter chaſte in- 
to my grave, I will now go repentant into an 
obſcure and ſavage Cave, where the ſunneſhall 
ſhine no more upon a head ſo finfull as mine. 
Mine cyes ( O mine eyes ) who have firſt re 


ceived 
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ceived that fire which hath ſo paſſionare-. 
ly devoured my ſoul , I will make you imi- 
rate the pond of Hefebon , and ſooner 
ſhall thoſe two fountains be dried up 
which ſerve the ſtream of Jordan , then you 
ſhall want water to waſh the ſteps of your 
Concupiſcences. I will have that neck 
(which hath ſuffered it ſelf ro be embraced 
by unlawfull Arms ) held under the yoke of 
him that hath overcome me, and ſo happily 
ſubjeted me to his empire. Theſe arms and 
bands which have been the chains of wan- 
ton embracements , ſhall henceforth for 
ever be lifred up to heaven in prayer , and 
they ſhall have no other Altars bur the feer 
of my Lord and Maſter, if I dare think my 
ſeif worthy to kifſle them; This mouth 
which hath been the gate of unchaſtity 
ſhall now become a temple of Gods praiſes. 
And this heart which hath been a burning 
furnace of worldly love , ſhall be a burn- 
ing lamp of holy affe&ions, before God; and 
ſhall have no other oyl to maintain ir, 
but that water which ſhall be drawn from 
mine eyes. O my God lince I have fo be- 
trayed my heart, abuſed my youth , ſpent 
prodigally thy Treaſures, and made crowns 
to Baal out of thy filver 3 ſince I have for- 
laken thee who art eternall , unchangeable 
and incomparable Goodnefſe , (_. without 
Whom all other goods arc nothing ) to _ 

aw 
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low a wanton fire, which hath brought me 
to the brim of an everlaſting precipice z where 
thall I find ſufficient tears ro wath my offen- 
ces ? where ſhall T find enow parts of my bo- 
dy to be continually offered up as the ſacrifice 
of my repentance ? I would make my life im- 
mortall, ro have my pains ſo laſting, andif 
thy mercy will not let me be the object of thy 
vengeance, let me at leaſt ſerve for a ſacritice 
at thy Alrats. 


— 


ON _ — aw Aa cwval__—— 


The _ upon Friday the fifth 
week in Lent, S, Jobs it. 


The Jews ſaid , What ſhall we do ? for this 
man doth many miracles. 


"Fe chief Prieſts thereforc and the Ph4- 
riſees gathered 4 counccll, and ſaid, Whs 
ſhall we do ? for this man doth many ſigns: i) 
we let him alone ſo, all will believe in him,anl 
the Romancs will comc and take away our fl! 
and Nation. But one of them named (jaiphusy 
being the high Pricſt of that yeare, ſaid, ts 
them, Tou know nothing neither do you confider 
that it 1s expedient for us, that one man die for 
the people,and the wholc Nation periſh not. And 
this he ſaid not of himſelf, but being the high 
*Prieſt of that yeare, he prophefied that Tex 
ſas jhould dic for the Nation + and not onely 


i 
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for the Nation , but to | x in one the chil- 


dren of God that were diſperſed. From that 
day therefore they deviſed to kill him. Feſus 
therefore walked no more openly among the 
Fews , but he went into the Country beſide the 
Deſart, unto a City that is called Ephrem, and 
there he abode with his Diſciples. _ 


Morales. 


1.)Ne of the greateſt Tragedies aQed in 
the life of man, which makes curious 
perſons to queſtion, wiſe men to wonder,good 
men to groan, and the wicked to rejoyce 3 is 
to ſee an innocent man opprefſed by colour of 
juſtice. Now Jeſus being reſolved to eſpoule 
our miſeries , as far as they can reach , was 
pleaſed to paſſe through thoſe rigours and for» 
malities of the wicked , coloured wird a pre» 
text of equicy. He is not here on 1 
a mean people without conſideration , Withs 
out _ , Without formality of profeſle:; 
But by theſe chief Prieſts and principall men 
of that Nation aſſembled in Councell; they 
informed themſclves , they reaſon, and con- 


_ Clude his death. The Lions of Soldmons © - 
throne , did ancient!y bear certain Writs. of 


the Law, to ſignifie that it was to be handled 
by couragious and clear ſeeing Judges. But 
bere Foxes got it into their hands, and did 
manage it bycrafty deceits and wickedneſle. 
Alas, we are far fromthe Laws of God, 
when 
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when we cannot abide the leaſt ward ſpoken 
againſt onr reputation. We are troubled to 
ſuffer for innocency, as if it were a greater ho- 
neur to ſuffer for a dire& offence. Shall we | *Þ 
never think that the triumph of virtue con- I} *©© 
fiſts in well doing, and (thereby ) ſometimes {| 5 
_— harm even from thoſe who are |} E 


eſteemed good men ? ” 

2. There are ſome difficulties in affairs Þ 
where truth is ſhut up as within a cloud. be 
Wiſe men can hardly find out where the Ir 
point lies, but God doth fo order it that | * 
falſhood leaves alwayes certain marks by « 


which it may be known ; and the beauty of .þh * 
truth, is ever like that lake of Africk , which Pl 
early or late diſcovers all that is caſt into it, | 
and makes all impoſtures plainly appear, P 
when we think they are moſt conceald. And - 
this appears by the proceeding of (aiphas, 
who choſe to condemn Chriſt , - for thoſe 
things which were the certain tokens that he ( 
was the true Meſſhas. He concluded bis death 
by reaſon of his miracles, and thoſe gave bim T 
authority as to the Prince of life, A troubled - 
ſpirit makes darts of every thing / which it " 
can) to fight againſt reaſon , and kills it ſeit, P 
not ſuf] Bing its own poiſon. . 
23: The Devil publiſherh Jeſus for the true : 
Meflias and fo doth likewiſe Caiphas pro- ; 
phecy the ſame. Ir is not alwayes a certain | 
mark $f goodnefle, to ſpeak that which 1s 
good, 
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good, but it is an aſſurance of virtue to avoid 
that which is ill, There are many from 
whom good works do eſcape, while they both 
think and do ill. Truth makes uſe of their 
tongues, When Devils command their hearts. 
It is this which makes us ſee 'our Saviours 
Empire,and the extent of his conqueſts, which 
is not limired by time, he being already eatred 
into poſſeſſion of eterniry : and it is not 
bounded by place , becauſe it contains all 
Immenfity. Night hath no power to cover 
it, becauſe ir is light it ſelfz It cannot be ſhur 
upin any deceitfull ſhadow, becaule it ſcatters 
and diſcovers all falſhood : It cannot be com- 
prehended within our ſenſes becauſe it exceeds 
their Capacity; and it is preſent in all 


' Places being omnipotent and eternall in all 


time, 


Aſpirations. 


() Jeſus, Father of all blefſed unions, who 
baſt ſuffered death to unite all the chil- 
dren of God together, who are ſcattered over 
all the countreys of the world; wilt thou have 
no pity of my heart , ſo many times torn in 
pieces, and ftrayed among a great multi- 
tude of obje&s, which eſtrange and draw 
me from the firit of all unities * My foul 
melts through all the Gates of ny ſenſes, by 
running after ſo many creatures which do 


kindle covetoulnefle , but never ſerve " "7 
re 


OO —_— m_ 
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freſh or cool the heat ofic, Draw me (O 


Lord ) from the great throng of ſo many ex- 
reriour things, that I may retire into my own 
heart, and from thence ariſe to thine, where 
I may find that peace , which thou haſt ci- 
mented faſt with thy moſt precious bloud. 
When ſhall I ſee the farſt beams of that liber- 
ty, which thou granteſt to thy children? When 
ſhall my thoughts return from wandering in 
thoſe barren regions, where thou art not ac- 


knowledged ? When ſhall I be reunited, and 


ſo purified by thy favours, that they may ce- 
lebrate continuall dayes of feaſt in my ſoul ? 
T am already there in deſire, and ſhall be 
there in preſence, when by help of thine 
infinit grace and mercy,I can be wholly thine, 


The Goſpel upon Saturday, the fifth 
week in Lent, S. John 12, 


T he chief Prieſts thought to kill Laqarus,be- 
cauſe the miracle upon him made 
many follow Jeſus. 


B" the chief Prieſts deviſed for t0 kill Lt- 
zarus alſo; becauſe many for hem of the 
Tews went away, and believed in Teſus. 

And on the morrow 4 great multitude that 
vas come toa feſtival day , when they bad 
hcard that Tefus cometh 10 Teruſalem, they = 

; 
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the boughs of Palms, and. went forth to meet 
him, and crted, Hoſanna, bleſſed i he that com-+ 
. cth in the name of our Lord, the King of Tſra- 
© | &. And Feſus found a young Aſie, and ſate 
upon it, 4s it is written ,, Fear not daughter of 


VN Sion: behold, thy King cometh fitting upon an 
4 Aſſes colt. Theſe things bk Diſciples did 1a 
mn } know at the fir : but when Jeſus wes glorifi- 
- ed, then they remembred that theſe things had 


F been written of him, and theſe things they did 
n* | tobim. The multitude therefore gave teſtimo- 
ny, which was with him when he called La\4- 
be | 708 of the grave, and raiſed him. fromthe 
; dead. For therefore all the multizude came to 
une | meet him, becauſe they beard.thas. ha bad done 
une. y this fign. The Phariſees therefore ſaid amon 
Nr thendives » Do you ſee that we prevail nathing 

Behold, the. whole world 4 gone after him. 
ifth And there were certain Gentiles of them 

that came uf. to adore in the feflivall day. _ 

therefore came to Philip , who was of Beth- 
1c be- ſaida of Galilee, and 1rd him, ſaying, Sir, 

: we are deſirous to ſee Feſus. Philip cometh and 

pers - mp0 Again, Aw —_—— 

; told Feſus : but Feſus anſwered them, ſaying, 
1 er The hour is —_ fe pontes of man Nall be 
of glorified. Amen, Amen, I ſay to you, Anleſſe 
va the grain of 'wheat falling into the ground, dy, 

- bed it [elf remaineth alone: but if it die,it. bringeth 
hey oy fruit. He that loveth bis life, ſhall loſe 
4nd he that hateth his Ii fe in this _— 

aoth 


Cr ESR 9 G8 © 
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doth keep it to life everlafiing. If any man mi- 
nifter 10 me let him follow me: and wherc I am 
there alſo ſhall my minifter be, If any man mi- 
niſter ta me, my Fathcr will bonour him. 


MoralitiCes. 


T7 A Dmire here the extaſies of our ſweet Sa- 

viour ! He is raviſtied by the obje& of 
his dearh, and is tranſported by the Idea of 
his ſufferings, The trumpet of heaven ſounded 
in the voice which was heard by this great 
multitude. He encourages:-himſelt to his com- 
batz he looks confidently upon the Croſle, as 
the fountain of his glories,and planted his ele- 
vation upon the loweſt abaſements. Shall nor 
we love this Crofle, which Jeſus hath cheriſh» 
ed as his Spouſe ? He gave up his ſoul in the 
arms of it to conguer our.ſouls, We ſhall ne- 
ver be worthy of him, till we bear the Enſigns 
of his war,and the ornaments of his peace, E- 
very thing is Paradiſe to him,that knows bow 
tolove the Crofle : andevery thing is hell to 
rhoſe, who flie from it 5 and no body flies it, 
bur ſhall find it. Ir is the gate of our mortali- 
ty, whither we muſt all come though we turn 
our backs to ir. | 

2. What a great ſecrer ir is,to hate our ſoul 

rhat we may Jove ir; ['o hate it for a timezthat 
we may love it for all eternity; to puniſh it in 
this |ie, to give it thereby a perpetuall reſt in 


that to come 3 To deſpile it that we may ho- 
20ur 


' 
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nour it: To handle it roughly, that it may be 
perfe&ly eſtabliſhed in all delights > And yet 
this is the way which all juſt men have paſſed 
to arive at the chiefeſt point of their reſt. 
They have reſembled the Flowers de-Luce, 
which weep for a time, and out of their own 
tears produce ſeeds which renew their beauties. 
The ſalt ſea for them becomes a flouriſhing 
feld,as ir did to the people of God when they 
came forth of the chains of Egypt. The cloud 
which appeared to the Prophet Ezckiel, carri- 
ed with it winds and ſtorms, but it was envi=- 
roned with a golden circle,to teach us that the 
ſtorms of aftligion which happen to Gods 
children,are encompaſſed with brightneſle and 
ſmiling felicity. They muſt rot as a grain of 
wheat,that they may bud out & flouriſh in the 
ear. They muſt abide the diverſity of times, 
and endure the ſythe and flail 3 T hey muſt be 

round in a mill, and paſſe by water and fire, 

fore they can be made bread pleaſing to Je- 
ſus Chriſt, Our loſſes are our advantages; we 
loſe nothing bur to gain by itz we humble and 
abaſe our ſelves to be exalted, we defpoil our 
{elves to be better clothed,and we mortifie our 
{c|ves to be revived. O what a grain of wheat 
is Jeſus Chriſt, who bath paſt all theſe trialls, 
t0 make the heighth of all beavenly glories 
bud out of his infinit ſufferings. 


I 2 Aſpirations 


— -- 
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eAſpiraztions. 

O God , T have that paſſionate defire 

" which theſe ſtrangers had to ſee Jeſus. I 
do Not ask it of Philip, nor ſhall Philip have 
cauſe toask Andrew. My Jeſus, I ask it of 
thy (elf Thou art beaurifull even in the way 
of the Crofle ; Thou didft ſhew thy (elf cou- 
ragious in the Abyſle of thy pains : thou art 
admirable in the contempt of death. The hez- 
venly trumpet hath already ſounded for thee, 
and chearfulnefle gives wings to carry thee to 
this great combar, where death and life fight 
fingly together : which. makes life die for a 
time, and death live for ever. I will forſake my 
very ſoul to foliow thee in this Agonie , and 
find -my life in thy death, as thou haſt extin- 
ouiſhed death in thy life. 


COS GG TIO Im" 


The Goſpel upon Palm- Sunday, 
S, Matthew 21. 


Our Saviour came in triumph to Jeruſalem 3 
little before his Paſlion. 


ARM when they drew nigh to Feruſalem> 
and were come 10 Fetbpbs , 1en60 maunt 
Olivet, then Feſus ſent two Diſciples, ſ@y1"g 10 
them, Goye into the town that is againſt 0 
ani immediaily you ſhall find an 4 e tied, 


and a colt with her : looſe them and gf 
; 


Lon 4 


Ps Py, og 


Entertainments for Lent. I73 


them to me. And if any man ſball ſay ought unto 
you, ſy yee, That our Lord hath need of them, 
and forthwith he will let them go, And this 
ws done that it might bc fulfitked which was 
ſpoken by the Prophet, ſaying , Say ye to the 
daughter of Sion, Behold thy King cometh 
to thee, meck, and fting upon an eAſſe , and 
a Colt the feal of her that is uſed to the yoke. 
And the Diſciples going , did as Feſus com- 
mandcd them : and they brought the Aﬀe, 
and the (jolt, and laid their garments upon 
them, and made him 10 fit thereon. And 4 ve- 
ry great multitude fpred their garments inthe 
way: and others did cut boughs from the trees, 
ard firawed them in the way, and the mulri- 
tudes that went before, and that foiltwe!!, 
cried, ſaying, Hoſanna to the ſoune of David : 
3/5 % he that cometh in the name of the 
ord. | 


' Moralities. 


T. QE Saviour goes to his death in tti- 

umph : he appears to be a King, but a 
King of Hearts, who requires nothing of us 
but our- ſelves, onely ro make us happy and 
contented in him. He triumphs before che 
viſtory, becauſe none but he conld be ſure of 
the future certainty of his happinefſe. Bur 
he watered histriumphs with tears , to weep 
for our joyes, which were to proceed our of 
his ſadnetfe. Tt is related by an ancient Ora- 
SI tour, 
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rour that when '(onflantine made his entry in- 
to great Britany , ( where be was born) the 
people received.him with ſo great applauſe, 
that they kiſſed the Sails and Oars of the 
veflell which brought him, and were ready to 
pave the ſtreets with their bodies, for him to 
tread on. If they did ſo for a mortall man, 
What ſhould we not do for an eternall God, 
who comes to buy us with his precious bloud, 
and demands entrance into our hearts, onely 
to give us Paradile. 

2. He walks towards his Crofle, amongſt 
the cries of favour and joy , to teach us with 
what chearfulnef}e we ould conform our 
ſelves to abide our own ſufferings; imitating 
the Apoſtles, who receivcd their firſt reproch- 
es aS Manna from heaven. He would have us 
prepared and reſolved alwayes to ſuffer death 
patiently 3 whether ir be a death which 
raiſerh up our ſpirit to forſak@ ſenſuality, 
or a _naturall death. Whetha ſoever it be, 
we ſhould embrace it as the day which mult 
bring us to our lodging after a troubleſome 
pilgrimage. Doth it not appear plainly, 
that thoſe who are loth to forſake the world, 
are like herbs put into an carthen pot among 
ſtraw and dung, and yer would be unwilling 
rocome forth of ir. The furniture of our 
worldly lodging grows rotten , the root is 
ready tc fall upon our heads, the foundation 


ſhakes under our feet, and we fear that day 
| which 


Entertaiuments for Lent. 175 


which ( if w2 our ſelves will ) ſhall be the 
morning of our eternall happinefle. Ir is 
not death, bur onely the opinion of ir 
which is terrible, and every man conſiders it 
Korg to the diſpoſition of his own 
irit, 

F 3. The Palme branches which we carry in 
our hands, require from us the renewing of a 
life purified and cleanſed in the bloud of the 
holy Lambe. In the beginning of Lent we 
take upon our heads the aſhes of Palme bran- 
ches, to teach us that we do then, enter { asir 
were ) into the Sepulchre of repentance : Bur 
now we carry green bows, to make us know 
that now we come out of the tombe of Aſhes, 
to. enter again into the firength of doing 
good works, in imitation of the trees which 
having been covered with ſnow,and buried in 
the ſharpneſle of winter,do again begin to bud 
out in the Spring time. 

4+ The garments ſpred under the feet of 
Jeſus declare , that all our temporal| goods 
thould be employed toward his glory 3 and 
that we muſt forſake our affe&ions to all 
things which periſh , that we may be parta- 
kers of his kingdome. No man can ſtand 
brm that is delighted with moveable things. 
He that is ſubje& to worldly affeRions 
binds himſelf to a wheel which turns about 
continually. Jeſus accepted this triumph 
onely to deſpiſe it ; he reſerved the honour of 
I 4 ir 
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it in his own hands, todrown it in the floud 
of his tears, and the in the (ea of his precious 
bloud. If you be rich and wealthy do not 
publith ir vainly, bur let the poor feel ir. You 
muſt live amongſt all the greatneſſe and jolli- 
ty of this world, as a man whoſe onely buki- 
nefle mult be to go to God. 


eAſpirations, 

O SoVeraign King of hearts , after whom 

all chaſte loves do languiſh, I am filled 
with joy to ſee thee walk amonglit the cries of 
joy, and the palms and garments of thy ad- 
mirers, which ſerved for carpets. Iam ra- 
viſhed with thy honours , and the delights of 
thy glory, and I applaud thy triumphs. Alas, 
that all the carth is noc obedient to thy laws; 
and that the rongues of all people do not 
make one voice to acknowledge thee ſole Mo- 
narch of heaven andearth. Triumph at lealt 
ia the hearts of thy Faithfull ſerranrs (O my 
magnificent Maſter ) make a triumphall Ar 
compoſed of hearts ; Pur fire roit with thy 
adored band 3 Poure out one ſpatk of that 
heat which thou cameſt to ſpread upon the 
earth, Let every thing burn for thee, and 
conſume it ſelf in thy love. Ido irrevocably 
bind my heart to the magnificence of thy t1- 
umph, and I love better to be thy ſlave , then 
to be falured king of the whole world. 


The 
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The Goſpel upon Munday in holy 
week S. John 12, 


Saint Mery Magdalen anointed our Saviougs 
feet with precious ointment : at 
which Fudas repined. 


Ja therefore fix dayes before the Paſche, 
came to Bethania, where Lazarus was, that 
had been dead, whom Feſus raiſed : and they 
made him a ſupper there , and Martha mim- 
ſtred, but Latarus was one of them that ſate 
at the table with him. Mary therefore 100k 4 
pound of ointment of right Spikenard, preci- 
615, and anointed the feet of Feſus, and wiped 
his feet with her hair : and the houſe was filled 
of the odour of the Ointment, One therefore of 
bis Diſciples, Fudas Tſcariot,he that was to be- 
tray him, ſaid, Why was not this ointment ſold 
for three hundred pence, and given to the poor ? 
eAnd he ſaid this, not becauſe he cared for the 
poor, but becauſe he was a thief, aud having 
the purſe, carried the _ that were put in it- 
Feſus therefore ſaid, Let her alone that ſhe may 
keep it for the day of my buriall : for the pocr 
you have alwayes with you, but me you ſhall not 
bave alwayes. tA great multitude of the Fews 
krew that he was there : and they came, not fer 
Feſts onely, but that they might ſee Latarus 
whom he raiſed from thc dead. 


I 5 Aſo- 
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Moralities. 

I. '£ AFarus being raiſed from his grave 

converſeth familiarly with Jeſus , and 
to preſerve the life which be had newly recei- 
_ he ties himſelf continually to the foun- 
tain of lives : to teach us that fince we have 
begun to make a ſtrong converſion from ſinne 
to grace, we mult not be out of the fight of 
God : we mult live with him , and of him; 
with him, by applying our ſpirit, our prayers, 
our fervours, our paſſionate ſighs toward him: 
and live of him by often receiving the bleſſed 
Sacrament. Happy they(ſaith the Angel in 
the Apecutyp ) who are invited to the wed- 
ding ſupper of the Lambe. Bur note that he 
who invites us to this feaſt , ſands upright 
amidit the ſunne, to ſignifie that we ſhould be 
as pure aSthe beams of light, when we come 
. untothe moſt holy Sacrament. Le3arm did 
eat bread with his Lord, but ( to ſpeak with 
Saint Auguſtine) he did not then eat the 
bread of our Lord. And yet this great favour 
is reſerved for you when you are admitted to 
that heavenly banker, where God makes him- 
ſelf meat, to give you an Antepaſt of his Im- 
mortality. 

2. God will have us acknowledge his be- 
nefits by the faithfulnefle of our ſervices. 
Saint Peters mother in law as-ſoon aghe was 
healed of her Feaver , preſently. ſerved her 


Phyſician. And obſerve that Martha ſerved 
W” the 
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the Authour of life, who had redeemed her 
brother from the power of death. The faith- 
full Mary who bad ſhed tears , gave what ſhe 
had molt precious, and obſerves no meaſue 
in the worth, becauſe Jeſus cannot be valued. 
Cleopatra's pearl ( eſtimated to be worth two 
hundred thouſand crowns ) which ſhe made 
her friend ſwallow at a Banquet , this holy 
woman thought too baſe; She melts her hear: 
ina ſacred Limbeck of love , and diftillsir 
out by her eyes. And Jeſus makes ſo great 
account of her waters and perfumes, that he 
would ſuffer no body ro waſh his feer when 
he inſtitured the blefied Sacrament, as not 
being willing to deface the ſacred charaQers 


' Cf his ſacred Lover. 


3- Fudas murmures and covers his villa- 
nous paſſion of Avarice under the colour of 
Charity, and mercy toward the poor. And 
juſt ſo do many- cover their vices with a fpc- 
cious ſhew 'of virtue. The proud man 
would be thought Magnanimous ; the pro- 
digall would pafle for liberall, the coverous 
for a good husband ; the brainſick raſh man, 
would be reputed couragious ; the glutton, 
2 hoſpitable good fellow 3 Sloth puts on the 
tace of quictneſle, timorouſneſſc of wiſdome, 
impudence of boldnefle , inſolence of li- 
berty, and over confident or ſawcy pratiag, 
would be taken for eloquence. Many men 
( for their own particular intereſts ) borrow 
ſome 
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ſome colours of the publick good, and very 
many aQions both unjuſt and unreaſonable 
take upon them a ſemblance of piety. Saint 
Treneus faith, that many give water coloured 
with ſleckt whitelime or plaſter, inſtead of 
* Afaſſe a French milk, * And all their lik 
f is wherein the fi- | but a farſe whereBlack- 
s of all rhe affours G 
ae whited over wath 3MOres are Whited over 
meal, with meal. Poor truth ſuf- 
fers much amongſt theſe couſanages : But you 
muſt take notice that in the end, wicked and 
diſſembling Fudas did burſt and ſhew his 
damned ſoul ſtark naked. Yet ſome think 
fairly to cover foul intentions,who mult needs 
know well that Hypocriſfie hath no vail to 
couzen death. 


Aſpirations. 


See no altars inall the world more amt- 
able then the feet of our Saviour; I will go 
by his ſteps to find bis feet 3 and by the ex- 
cellencies of the beſt of men, I will go find 
out the God of gods. Thoſe feet are admi- 
rable and Saint 7eþn bath well deſcribed them 
to be made of metall burning in a furnace, 
they are feet of mcrall by their conitancy,and 
fcet of fire by the enflamed afteRions of thar 
Miſter. Let Fadas murmure at it what be 
will; but if I had a ſea of ſweet odours, and 
odoriferous perfumes, I would enipty them all 
upon an obje& ſo worthy of love. Give, ( O 
mine 
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mine eyes ) Give at leaſt tears to this preci- 
ous Holocauſt, which goes to ſacrifice it felf 
for ſatisfa&ion of your libidinous concupi. 
ſcences, Wafh it with your warers before it 
waſh you with its bloud. O my foul, feek not 
after excrements of thy head to dry it : Thy 
hairs are thy thoughts , which muſt onely 
think of him, who thought ſokindly and paſ= 
fionately of thee on the day of his Etermty. 


—— —_—_— 


The Goſpel upon Maundy Thurſday, 
S. Johnthe 13. 


Of our Saviours waſhing the feet of his 
Apoſtles. 


AX d before the feſtival day of the Paſch, 

if efus knowing that hi hour was come, 
that he ſhould paſſe out of this world to hk Fa- 
ther : whereas he had loved his that were in 
the world, unto the end he loved them. And 
when ſupper was done, whereas the Devil new 
had put into the heart of Fud as Tſcariot the ſon 
of Simon to betray him, knowing that the F a- 
ther gave him all things into Fis bands, and 
that he came from God, and gocth.to God : he 
riſeth from ſupper, and layeth afide his gar- 
ments, and having taken a towell,girded him- 
ſelf. After that he put water into a baſon, aud 
began to waſh the feet of the Diſciples , and to 
wipe . 
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wipe them with the towell wherewiith be was 
girded. He cometh therefore to Simon Pe- 
zer 3 and Peter ſaithto him, Lord, doft thou 
waſh my feet? Feſua anſwered and ſaid to 
him , That which F do, thou knowe$ not now, 
hercafier thou ſhalt know. Peter ſaith to him, 
Thou ſalt not waſh my feet for ever. Feſus ate 
ſwered bim, if 1 waſh thee not, thou _ 7108 
have part with me. Simon Peter ſaith to him, 
Lord,not onely my fect,but alſo hands and head. 
Feſus ſaith to him, He that is waſhed, needeth 
not but to waſh his feet , but i clean wholly : 
and you are clean, but not «ll; for hc knew who 
he was that would betray him , therefore be 
ſaid, Tou are wot clean all. » 

Therefore afier he bad waſhed their fect, 
and taken his garments, being ſet down, 
again be ſaid ro them, Know you what T have 
done toyou? Toa call me Maſter, and Lord, 
end you ſay well, for T am ſo. 1f then T have 
waſhed your feet , Lord and Mafter , you alſo 
ought 10 waſh one anothers fect. For Thaw 
given you an example , that as I have done 
you, ſo you do alſo. 


Moralittes. 


1. TEſus loves his ſervants for an cnd , and 
| till che full accompliſhment of that end, 

The world loves his creatures with a love 
which cends to concupiſcencez but that 15 nt 


the end for which they were made or _—_ 
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be loved. There is a very great difference be- 
tween them : for the love of worldly men, 
playes the Tyrant in the world;ſnatching and 
turning all things from the true ſcope and 
intention for which they were made by God, 
diverting them to prophane uſes, by tur- 
bulent and forcible wayes. The world plea- 
ſeth it ſelf to ſet up Idols every where to 
make it ſelf adored in them as chief Soye- 
raign. It makcs uſe of the Sun to light his 
crimes ; of the fatnefle of the earth to fatten 
his pleaſures, of apparrell for his luxury, of 
all metals to kindle Avarice , and of the pu- 
relt beauties to ſerve ſenſuality. And if by 
chance ir love any creature, with a well- 
wiſhing love, end as it ought to be loved, 
that 1s not permanent, The wind is not 
more inconitant, nor a calm at Sea more 
unfaithfull , then worldly friendſhip. For 
ſometimes it begins with Fire', and ends 
ta Ice. It is Rs as between a pot and a 
laſle, and is broken ſooner then a olafle, 

be ancient Almans tried their children in 
the Rhine, but true friendſhip is tried in a ſea 
of Tribulation. Ir is onely Jeſus (the pre- 
lerver and reſtorer of all things) who loves 
us from Eternity to Eternity. We.muſt fol- 
low the ſacred ſteps of his examples to re- 
duce our ſelves to our firſt beginning and to 
bring our ſelves tothe finall point of -our 
bappineſle, | 
So The 
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2. The water at firſt was a mild element, 
which ſerved the Majeſty of God, as a floting 
Chariot , ſince (as the Scripeure ſaith } his 
Spirit was carried upon the waters, from 
whence he drew the ſeeds which produced all 
the world. But after man had hnned, [ikea 
ſupreme Judge he made uſe of the gentleſt 
things to be the inſtruments of our puniſh- 
ments. T he water which carried the divine 
mercies, was choſen at the deluge, to drown 
all mankind. Now at this time Jeſus ſanQi- 
fied it by his facred touch : He took the Ba- 
ſon, which being in his hands, became grea- 
terand more full of Majeſty , then all the 
Ocean, Our ſpots, which eternity could nct 
waſh clean , are taken away at Bapti me by 
one onely drop of water (anQified by bis 
bleſling. He prevents the bath of his bloud, 
by the bath of an element : which he doth 
expreſly before his inſtitution of the blcfied 
Sacrament; to teach us, what purity of life,of 
heart, of faith, of intentions and affe&ions 
we muſt bring ts the holy Euchariſt. Ic 1s 
neceflacy to chaſe away all ſtrange gods 
(which are fins and paſſions) before we re- 
ceive the God of Iſrael : we muſt waſh our 
ſelves in the waters of repentance, and change 
our attire by a new converſation, Is it t00 
much for us to give fleſh for fleſh, the body of 
a miſerable man for that of Jeſus Chrilt ? 
The conlideration of our fins ſhould bring 
up 
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vp the bloud of bluſhing into our checks, ſince 
they were the n cauſe why he ſhed his 
moſt precious bloud upen the Crofle for us. ' 
Alas, the heavens are not pure before his 

moſt pure Spirit , which purtfies alt-nature : 

Then how can we goto him , with ſo many 

voluntary ſtains and deformities ? Is it not 

to caſt flowers upon a dunghill , and to drive 

Swine to clear fountain , when we will go to 

Jeſus (the Authour of innocency) carrying 

with us the ſteps and ſpots of cur hainous 

fins ? 

3- Jeſus would not onely take upen him- 
ſelf the form of man , bur alſo of a baſe ſer- 
vant, aS Saint Paul faith, It was the office 
of ſlaves to carry water to wath bodies; which 
maJe David ſay that Moab ſhould be the Ba- 
ſon of his hope, exprefling thereby , that he 
would humble the Moabites ſo low, that they 
ſhould ſerve onely to bring water to waſh un- 
clean houſes. Alas,who would have ſaid that 
the Meſſias was come amonelt us to execute 
the office of a Moabite ? What force hath 
conquered him, what arms have brought him 
under , but onely love? How can we then 
become proud, and burn incenſe to thar Idoll 
called point of honour, when we ſee how our 
God humbled himſelf in this a&ion ? Ob- 
ſerve with what preparation the Evan eliſt 
ſaid that his heavenly Fatber had put all into 


his hands : that he came from God , and 
went 
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went to God z yet inſtead of taking the 
worlds Scepter, he rakes a Baſon and humbles 
himſelf to the moſt ſervile offices. And if 
the waters of this Baſon cannot burſt in us, 
the foul impoſtume of vanity, we mult ex- 


pet no other remedy , but the crernall flames 
of hell fre, 


Affirations. 


O King of Lovery, and Maſter of all holy 

Loves , Thou loveſt for an end, andill 
the accompliſhment of that end. Ir apper- 
tains onely to thee to teach-the Arc of loving 
well , ſince thou haft praiſed it ſo admira- 
bly. Thouart none of thoſe delicate friends, 
who onely make love to beauties, to goſd,and 
hlk 3 thou lovelt our very poverty , and our 
miſeries 3 becauſe they ſerve for objeds of 
thy charity. Let proud Michol laugh (while 
ſhe liſt) to ſee my dear David made as a 
water-bearer 3 I honour him as much in that 
poſture, as I would , fitting upon the throne 


of all the world. I look upon him Ros 


this Baſon , as upon him that holds the va 

Seas in his hands. O my mercifull Jeſus, I 
beſeech thee waſh ; waſh again , and make 
clean my moſt finfull ſoul.Be it as black as hc], 
being in thy hands, it may become more 
white then that Dove (with filver wings) of 
which the Propher ſpeaks. I go, I.run to the 
fountains 3 I burn with love amongſt tby 


= 
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purifying waters. I deſire afteRionately to 
humble my ſelf, but I know not where to find 
ſo low a place as thine , when thou thus waſt 
humbled before Fudas , tov waſh his traitours 
ket, 


#4pon the Garden of Mount Oltvet. 


Moralities. 


1. TEſus enters into a Garden, to expiate the 
lin committed in a Garden by the firſt 
man. The firſt Adam ſtole the fruit, and 
the ſecond is ordained to make ſatisfaQion. 
I: isa ſtrange thing , that he choſe the places 
of our delights , for ſuffering his pains z and 
never lookt upon our moſt dainty ſweets, 
but to draw out of them moſt bitter ſorrows. 
Gardens are made for recreations , but our 
Saviour finds there onely deſolation, The 
Olives which are tokens of peace , denounce 
warunto him. The plants there do groanz 
the flowers are but flowers of death, and 
thoſe fountains are but fountains of ' ſweat 
and bloud. He that ſhall ſtudy well this Gar- 
den, muſt needs be aſhamed of all his plea» 
{ant Gardens ; and will forſake thoſe refined 
curioſities of Tulips , to make his heart be- 
come another manner of Garden, where Jeſus 
ſhould be planted as the onely tree of life, 
which brings forth the moſt perfe& fruirs of 
juſtice, 
2, Te 
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2, It was there that the greateſt Cham» 
pion of the world undertook ſo great com- 
bars, which began with ſweat and bloud, but 
ended with the loffe of his life. There were 
three marvellous agonies, of God and Death; 
of Joy and Sorrow ; of the Soul and Fleſh of 
Jeſus. God and Death were two incompa- 
tible things ; fince God is the firſt , and the 
moſt unjverſall of all lives, who baniſheth 
from him all the operations of death, and yet 
his love finds means to unite them together 
for our redemprion. 

The joy of beatitude was a fruition of all 
celeſtiall delights , whereunto nothing which 


difpleafed could have accefle ; and yet Jefus - 


ſuffered ſorrow , to give him a mortall blow 
even in the SanQuary of his Divinity. He 
affli&ed himſelf for us , becauſe we knew not 
what it was to affli& our ſelves for him, and 
he deſcended by our ſteps to the very angui- 
ſhes of dearh , ro make us riſe by his dearh to 
the greateſt joyes of lite. 

To beſhort , there was a great duell be- 
tween the affeQionate love and the virginall 
fleſh'of Jeſus. His ſoul did naturally love a 
body which was ſo obedient ; and his body 
followed wholly the inclinations of his foul : 
There was ſo perfe& an agreement berween 
theſe two parties , that their ſeparation mult 

needs be moſt dulorous. Yet Jeſus would 


bave it fo , and figned the decree by ſweating 
blous. 
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bloud. Andas.if it had been toa little . to 
weep for our fins with two eyes ,. he ſuffered 
as many eyes as he had veins, to be mad<in 
his body, toſhed for us tears of his own 
bloud. \ 

3. —_— here _— foul of. ary a> 
mo thoſe great angwilhes, continued al - 
RG —_— like the Needle of a Sea- 
compaſle in. a ſtorm, He prayes,he exhorts, 
he orders, he reproves, and he encourages; he 
is like the heavens, wbich (amongſt ſo many 
motions and agitations) loſe no part of their 
meaſure or proportion. Nature and obedi- 
ence make great convulſions in his heart 3 but 
he remains conſtamly obedient to the will of 
bis heavenly Father : he tears bimſelf from 
himſelf, ro make himſelf a voluntary ſacrifice 
for death, amongſt all his inclinations to life; 
to teach us that principall leflon of Chriſtia- 
nity, which is to deſire onely what God will, 
and to exccute all rhe decrees of his divine 
providence , as our chiefeſt helps to obtain 
perſeion. | 


Aſpirations. 


Beaureous garden of Olives, which 
from henceforth ſhalt be the moſt delici- 

ous gbje& of my heart, I will loſe my ſelf in 
thy walks, I will be loſt with God that I may 
never be loſt, I will breathe onely thy air, 
lince it is made noble by the fighs of re _ 
I, 
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Maſter. I will gather thy flowres, ſince Jeſus ' 


hath marked them with his bloud.I will waſh 
my ſelf in thoſe fountains ſince they are ſan- 
ified by the ſweat of my Jeſus.I will haveno 
other joy but the ſorrow of the Sun of God, 
nor any other will but his. O my ſweet Savi- 
our, Maſter and teacher of all humain kind, 
wilt thou be abridged of thine own will 
(which was ſo reaſonable and pure) to gire 
me anexample of mortifiing my paſſions,and 
ſhall I (before thy face) rerain any wicked or 
diſordinare appetites ? Is ir poſſible I ſhould 
deſire to be Lord of my ſelf (who am ſo bad 
a Maſter) when I ſee the Author of all good- 
neſle ſeparate bimſelf from himſelf, onely to 
make me and all mankind partakers of his 
merits ? 


Of the apprehenſion of Feſus. 

IN that obſcure and dolorous night, where” 

in our Saviour was apptehended,three ſorts 

of darkneſſes were caſt ; upon the Jews, upon 

Fudas, and upon Saint Peter : A darknefſle of 
obduration upon the hearts of the Jews 3 3 

darknefſe of ingratefull malignity upon Fu- 

das; and a dane of infirmiry upon Saint 

Peter. Was there ever any blindnefle like that 
of the Jews, who ſought tor the ſhining Sunne 

with lighted torches, without knowing him by 
ſo many beams of power which ſhined from 


him? They are ſtrucken down with the _— 
0 
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of the Son of God,as with lightening;and they 
riſe again upon the earth to arm themſelves 
againit heaven. They bind his hands to take 
no {| away the uſe of his forces, bur they could nor . 
od, ©} ſtop the courſe of his bounties. To ſhew that 
vis @ fic is totally good, he is'good and charitable 
nd, | <ren amongR his mercilcfle execurioners, and 
vill be loſt all he bad (ſaving his Godhead) one- 
vine ly to gain patience. | | 
aogd When Saint Petcr ſtroke the bigh Prieſts 
1 or I {ervantthe patience of our Lord Jeſus received 
ld © the blow, and had no patience. till he was 
bad © healed. .1f goodnefle did ſhew forth any one 
od. | Þcam in the garden, modeſty ſent forth ano- 
y ro therin the houſe of eAnnas, when his face was 
his I firucken by a ſervile hand, his mouth opened 
It ſelf as a Temple from whence nothing came 
but (weetnefle and light, The God of'T ruth 
ſpeaketh to }Caiphas, and they ſpit upon his 
ore” || Prightnefſe, ard cover that face which muſt 
xrts |} diſcover heaven for us. The mirrour of Angels 
pon || Scarniſhe with the ſpittle of infernall mouths, 
of | 2d wounded by moſt facrilegious hands, 
- a | Vithour any diſturbance of his conſtancie. 
Fu Tharwas invincible by his virtue, as the wil- 
int |} fulneſie of the Jews Rood unmoyeable by 
hat | *feir obduration. There are ſouls which after 
ane | '8cy bave filled the earth with crimes, expe& 
1by || 7? cure of their difeales, but by the hell of the 
OM [eprobate. 
oice 2, The'ſecond darknefle appearcth by the 
of black 
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black paſſton of Fudas, who falls down into 
hell with his cycs open, and after he had fold 
his ſoul, ſold Jeſus, and'both all he had; and 
. all he was, to buy an infamous halter to bang 

himſelf. A ſoul Grime paſſonate with wan- 
ton lave, with ambition oravarice, is ba- 


nithed: into it ſelf as into a direR hell, and de- 


livered to her own pafhons as tothe Furies, 
The Poets Hydra had bur ſeven heads 3 but 
the ſpirit of Avarice (S. JohnClimecns laith) 
hath ten. thauſand. The converſation of 
Jeſus, which was ſo full of infinit attra&tions, 
could never win-the ſpirit of Fuds , when it 
was once bewitched with: eovetoulſnefle; The 
tinkling of ſilver kepe him from righrly under- 
 fanding Jeſus. He makes uſe of the moſt 
holy things to-betray Holineffe it felf, He 
employes the kiſle of peace to _ war. He 
catries poyfon in his heart, and hony in his 
mouth 7 he puts on the- Spirit of Jeſus to be- 
tray him, "TI his ſhews us plainly , that cove- 
tous and traiterous perſons are fartheſt from 
God, and neareſt to the Devils, 
The thicd power of darknefſe appeared in 
the infirmity- of Saint-Percy , who after (0 


many. proteitations of fidelity , for fear of | 


death, renounced the-Authour of life. One 


of the Ancients ſaid', ' The greateſt frailty of 


Humanity was, thar the wifeſt men were nt 
infailibly wiſe at all times. And all men arc 
aſtoniſhed to ſee, that the greateſt ſpirits yo 
i 
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ing left to themſelves ) become barren, and 
fuffer ecliples which give example to the 
wiſett, and terrour to all the world. God hath 
ſuffered the fall of Saint Peter to make us have 
in horrour all preſumption of our own forces; 
and to teach us that over great afſuranceis oft 
times mother of an approching danger.  Be- 
ſides, it ſeemeth he would by this example, 
conſecrate the virtue of repentance in this 
fault of him, whom he choſe to be head of 
his Church ; to make us ſee, that there is no 
dignitie ſo high, nor holinefſe ſo eminent, 
which doth not ow Tribute to the mercy 
of God, 


Aſpirations; 
11pon Saint Peters tears. 


JT is moſt true ( ſaith Saint Peter ) that a 
proud felicity hath alwayes reeling feer. 
Thou which did(t defie the gates of hell, haſt 
yielded thy ſelfto the voice of a fimple wo- 
man. All thoſe conqueſts which thou did(t 
promiſe to thy ſelf, are become tae rrophees 
vt fo weak a hand. Return to the combat,and 
lince the bath triumphed over thee, do thouat 
leaſt rriumph over thy ſelf, Alas? I am a- 
fraid even to behold the place of my fall, and 
the weak ſnares of a ſimple woman appear to 
me as boiſterous chains. Yet what can he fear 
Wh9 1s reſolute to die ? If thou find death 
K amoneſt 
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amongſt theſe maſſacres, thou ſhouldſt rather 
embrace then decline it : For what can it 4o 
but make the companien of life it ſelf ? Our 
ſoul is yet too foul to be a ſacrifice for God z 
Jet us firſt waſh it with tears. I fell down be- 
fore the fire, and I will riſe by water. I have 
walked upon the ſea to come to Teſus, and I 
will now return to him by the way of my 
rears.[ will ſpeak now onely by my tears, ſince 
I have lately talked ſo wickedly with- my 
mouth. Since that which ſhould open to ſpeak 
Ocacles for the Church, hath becn employed 
ro commit foul treaſon 3 ſince we have no- 
thing left free to us, but ſighs and groans, {ct 
us make ule of rhe laſt liberty which is left us, 
and when all is ſpent return to the mercy of 
Jeſus, which all the finnes of the world can 
never evacuate. I will from henceforth be a 
perpetuall example ro the Church by my 
fall, and rifing again from death ; for the 
comfort of finners; and the fault of one 
night ſhall be lamented by me all the dayes 
ot my lite. 


Moralitics upou the Pretorian 6r 
Fudgemert Hall. 


I. ] N the paſſion of our Saviour all things 

are divine, and it ſeemeth they go as high 
as They could be raiſcd by that Soveraign 
power, joyned with extream love. Teſus tbe 


moſt iupream and redoubted judge, who will 
come 
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come in his great Majeity to judge the world, 
fire and lightning ſtreaming from his face, 
and all things trembling under his feet , 
was pleaſed at this time to be judged as a 
criminall perſon. Every thing is moſt admira- 
ble in this judgement: "The Accuſers ſpeak no- 
thing of thoſe things, which they had reſolved 
in their counſels, but all ſpake againlt their 
conſciences. As ſoon as they are heard,they are 
condemned z juſtice forſaketh them, and they 
are wholly poſleſt with rage. Pilatc before he 
gave judgement upon Teſus, pronounced ir 
againſt himſelf : for after he had ſo many 
times declared him innocent, he could not 
give judgement without proteſting himſelt rv 
be unjuſt. "The filence of Ieſus is more admi- 
red by this infidell, then the eloquence of all 
the world 3 and truth without ſpeaking one 
word, triumpherth over falſhood. A Pagan 
Lady ( the wife of Pilate ) is more knowing, 
then all the Laws : more religious then the 
Prieſts, more zealous then the Apoſtles,more 
couragious then the men of Arms : whenthe 
ſleeperh,Teſus is in her ſleep: when ſhe talketh, 
Teſus is upon her tongue ; if ſhe write, Iclus 
1s under her pen : her letter defended him a: 
the judgement Hall, when all the world con- 
demned him ; ſhe calleth him holy, when they 
uſed him like a thief ; She maketh her huſ- 
band waſh his hands before he touched that 
blou, the high price of which ſhe proclairned. 
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She was a Roman Lady by Nation, cal. 
led Claudia Procula, and it was vety fit ſhe 
ſhould defend this Jeſus, who was to plant the 
ſeat of his Church in Rome, All this while Je» 
ſus doth good amongit ſo many evils : He 
had cauſed a place to be bought newly for the 
buriall of Pilgrims ar the price of his bloud ; 
he reconciles Hered and Pilate, by the loſfe 
of his life. He ſets Barrabas at liberty,by the 
lofle of his honovr : he ſpeaks not one word 
ro him that had killed Saint Fohn the Baptiſt, 
who was the voice. And the other to reveng: 
himſelf ( without thinking what he did } 
ſhewed him as a king. He appears before ÞP1- 
late as the king of dolours, rhat he might be- 
come for us the King of glories. But what a 
burrour 1s it to conſider that in this judge- 
ment, he was uſed like a ſlave, like a ſorcerer, 
like an accutſed ſacrifice ? Slavery made him 
{ubjeR to be whipped, the crown of thorns 
was given onely to Enchanters,and that made 
him appear as a Sorcerer : And ſo many cur- 
ſes pronounced againſt him, made him as the 
diſmifiive Goat mentioned in Leviticw, 
which was a miſerable beaſt, upon which 
they caſt all their execrations, before they {cnt 
itro die in the deſart. He that bindeth the 
ſhowers in clouds to make them water the 
earth, is bound and drawn like a criminall 
perſon : He that holds the vaſt ſeas in his 
fat, and ballanceth heaven with his fingers, !s 
{trucken 
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{trucken by ſervile hands, He that enamels 
the boſome of the earth with a rare and plea- 
hng diverſitie of lowers, is molt ignomini- 
ouſly crowned with a crown of thorns. O hi- 
deous prodigies which rook away from us tte 
tight of the Sun, and covered the Moon with 
a (orrowfull darkneite. Behold what a garland 
ot flowers he hath taken upon his head,to ex- 
piare the finnes of both Sexes. It was made 
of briers and thorns, which the ea:th of our 
fleſh had ſowed for us, and which the virrue 
of his Crofle rock away. All rhe pricss ot 
death were thruſt upon this prodigious pati- 
ence , which planted her throne upon the 
head of our Lord, Conſ:der how the Sonne 
of God wonld be uſed for our lins, ., while we 
live in delicafies ? and one little offenltive 
word goetffto our hearts;to which though he 
tat (pake it, g1ve the ſwiftneſle of wings, yet 
ve keep it fo ſhut up in our hearts, that it 
-tteth leaden heels, which make it continue 


there fi "23 
; eAſpirdticns. 


L 3s,\hat do I ſee here? a crown of thorns 
grafted upon a man of thorns : A man 

cf dolours who burns between two fires, the 
one of love,” the other of tribulation 3 both 
which do inflame and devour him equally, 
and yet never can conſume him. O thou the 
moſt pure of all beauties, where have my fins 
| K 3 placed 
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pou thee ? Thouart no more a man, but a 
loudy skin taken from the tceth of Tygers 
and Leopards. Alas, what a ſpeRacle is this 
* Fygo ſum to diſpoil this filk * worm which 
wrmu & at this day attires our Churches 
rhe "0.0, and Altars? How could they make 

jalmanli. 

| thoſe men { who looked upon thy 
chaſte body) ſtrike and disfigure it ? O white 
Alabaſter, how haſt thou been ſo changed in- 
ro ſcarier ? Every ſtroke hath made a wound, 
and every woun4 a fountain of bloud. And 
yet ſo many fountains of thy ſo precious 
bloud, cannot diaw from me one tear. Burt O 
facred Nightingalc of the Crofle, who hath 
put thee within theſe thorns, to make ſo great 
harmonies onely by thy ſilence? O holy thorns 
I do not ask you where are y-ur roſes. I know 
well they are the bloud of Jeſus, and I am not 
ignorant that all roſes would be thorns, if 
they had any feeling of that which you have. 
Jeſus carricd them upon his bead, bur I will 
bear them at my heast : and thou (O Jeſus) 
ſhalt be the obje& of my preſent dolours that 
thou mailt after be the Fountain of my ever- 
laſting joyes. 


Moralities for Good Friday upon the death 
of Feſus Chriſt. , 

MJ Oune Calrary is a marvelvus ſcaftold, 

where the chiefelt Monarch of all the 


worid, lofeth his life, to reſtore our ſalvation 
which 
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which was loſt, and where he makes the Sun 
ro be eclipſed over his head, and ſtones to be 
cloven under his feet 3 to teach us by inſen(i- 
ble creatures, the feeling which we ſhould have 
of his ſufferings, 

This is the ſchool where Jeſus teacheth that 
great Leflon,which is the way to do well. And 
we cannot better learn it then by his exam- 
ples,fince he was pleaſed to make himſelf paſlie 
ble and mortall, to overcome our paſlions, 
and tobe the Authour of our immortality. 

4 he qualities of a goo d death may be redu- 
duced to three points ; of which the firſt is to 
have a right conformity to the will of God, 
for the manner, the houre and circumſtances 
ot our death. 

The ſecond is to forſake as well the affcRi- 
ons, as the preſence of all creatures of this baſe 
world, 

The third is to unite our ſelves to God by 
the practiſe of great virtues, which will ſerve 
as ſteps to glory. 

Now theſe three conditions are to be ſcen 
in the death of the Prince cf Glory upon 
mount Calvary ; which we will take as the 
pureſt Ideaes, whereby to regulate our paſiage 
out of this world, 

1. (© Oalider in the firſt place, that every 

© manliving hath a naturall inclination 
to life, becauſe ic hath ſome kind of divinity 
init, We love it when it ſmilcth upon us, 
K 4 as 
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aSif it were our Paradiſe 3 and if it be trou- 


bleſome, yer we ſtrive to retain it,though itbe 
accompanied with very great miſertes, Andif 
we mult necds forſake this miſerable body, we 
then deſire to leave it by ſome gentle and caſie 
death. This maketh us plaialy ſee the gene- 
poſity of our Saviour, who being Maſter of 
life and death, and having it in his powerto 
ehuſe that manner of death which would be 
leaſt hideous, ( being of ir ſelf full enough 
cf horrour ) yet nevertheleſſe, to conform 
himſelf ro the will of his heavenly Father, and 
to confound our dzlicacies : he would needs 
leave his life by the molt dolorous and igno- 
minious which was to be found amongtit all 
the deaths of the whole world. The Crofle 
amonglt the Gentiles was a puniſhment for 
flaves, and the moſt deſperate perſons of the 
whole world. The Crofle amongſt the He- 
brews was accurſed : It was the ordinat; 
curſe which the moſt uncapable and moſt ma- 
licious mouths did pronounce againſt their 
oreateſt enemies, The death of a crucified 
man, was the moſt conrinuall, languiſhing, 
and tearirg ofa ſoul from the body, with 
moſt exceflive violence and agony . And 
yet the cternall wiſedome choſe this kind 
of puniſhment, and drank all the ſorrows of 
a cup fo birter, He ſhould have died upon 
ſome Trophee, and breathed out his latt a- 


monelſt lowers,and left bis foul in a moment: 
an 
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and if he muſt needs have felt death, to have 
had the leaft ſenſe of ir that might be. But 
he wonld tric the rigour of all greateſt ſuffer- 
ings: he would fall to the very bottom of dif- 
houour : and ( having ever ſpared from him- 
ſelf all the pleaſures of this life ) ro make his 
death compleat, he would ſpare none of thoſe 
infinit dolours. The devout Simon of Cafhia 
asketh our Saviour,going toward mount Cal. 
vary, ſaying, O Lord, whicher go you with 
the extream Weight of this day and barren 
piece of wood ? Whither do you carry it, and 
why 2 Where do you mcan to ſet it? Upon 
mount Caſvary ? That place is moſt wild 
and ſtony « How will you plant ir? Who 
thall water it ? Jeſus anſwers, I bear upon 
my ſhoulders a piece of wood, which muſt 
conquer him, who mult make a farre greatcr 
congueſt by the ſame piece of wood : I carry 
i:to mount Calvary, to plant it by my death, 
and water it with my bloud. This wood 
which I bear, muſt bear me, to bear the (alva- 
tion of all the world , and to draw all after 
me. And then ( O faithfull ſoul ) wilt not 
thou ſuffer ſome confuſion , at thine own de. 
licacies ? to be fo fearfull of death by an or- 
Gtnary diſeaſe, in a doun bed , amonglt ſuch 
nice ary ſervices, ſuch favourable helps, con- 
lotions and kindnefles of friends ſo ſenttble 
ot thy condition ? We bemoan and complain 
our (elves of beat, cold, diſtaſte, of diſquier, 

Rk 5 of 
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of grief : Let usallow ſome of this to Na« 
ture 3 yet muſt it be confeſt, that we lament 


our ſelves very much : becauſe we have never 


known how we ſhould lament a J eſus Chriſt 
crucified. Let us die as it ſhall pleaſethe di- 
vine providence :; If death come when we are 
ald, it is a baven : If in youth, ir is a dire& 
benefit antedated : If by ſickneflle , it is the 
nature of our bodies : If by externall vio- 
lence, it is yet alwayes the decree of heaven. 
It is no matter how many deaths there are, we 
are ſure there can be but one for us. 

2. Conſider farther, the ſecond condition 
of a good death, which conliſts in the forſa» 
king 0: all creatures, and you ſhall find ir 
moſt punQually obſerved by our Saviour at 
the time of his death. Ferrara,a great Divine, 
who hath written a book of the hidden Wore, 
roucheth twelve things abandoned by our Sa- 
viour. 

1. His apparrcll leav 7 7. The power of Atl 
ing himſelf naked. gels. 

2. The marks cf his | 8. The perfe joyes of 
dignity. his ſoul. : 

3 The Colledge of his | 9g. The proper clarity 
Apoſtles. > of his body. 

4. The ſweetneſſe of all | 10. The honours due 10 
com fort. him. : 

5.His own proper will. | 11. His own Skin. 

6. The authority of | 12, All bjs bloud. 

virtues. Ss 

Now 


low 
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Now do but conſider his abandoning the 
principall of thoſe things how bitter it was. 
Firſt the abandoning of neareſt and moſt 
faithfull friends, is able to affli& any heart : 
Bchold him forſaken by all his ſo well beloved 
diſciples, of whom he had made choice ( a- 
mongſt all mortall men) to be the depoſita- 
ries of his dorine, of his life, of his bloud: 
It Fudas be at the myſtery of his paſſion, it 
is to betray him, If Saint Peter be there afſ1- 
ting, it is to deny him : Tf his forrowfull 
mother ſtand at the foot af thecrofle, it is to 
cncreaſe the grief of her Sonne 3 and after 
he had been ſo ill handled by his cruell exccu- 
tioners, to crucihe him again by the hands of 
Love. The couragious Mother to triumph 
over her ſelf by a magnanimovs conſtancie, 
was preſent at the exccution of her dear Son. 
dhe fixed her eycs upon all his wounds, ro 
engrave them deep in her heart, She opened 
her ſoul wide to receive that ſharp piercing 
ſword with which ſhe was threatned by 
that venerable old Simcon at ber purification : 
And Jcſus who ſaw her ſo aftlited for his 
lake, fel himſcif doubly crucicitied, upon the 
wood of the crofſe, and the heart of his dear 
Mother. We know it by experience that 
Wien we love one tenderly , his afflitions 
and diſgraces will trouble us more then our 
own, becauſe he living in us by an afteQio- 
vate life, we live in him by a. !:* 2£ :24fon 
and 
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and eleQion. Jeſus lived and repoſed in the 
heart of his blefled Mother,as upon a T hrone 
of love, and as within a Paradiſe of his moſt 
holy delights. This heart was before as a bed 
covered with flowers: But this ſame heart go 
the day of bis paſſion ) became like a ſcaffold 
hanged with mourning , whereupon our Sa- 
viour entred, to be tormented and crucified 
upon the Crofle of love, which was the Crofle 
of his Mother. This admirable Merchant, 
who deſcended from heaveri to accompliſh the 
bulineſle of all ages 3 ( who took upon him 
our miſcries to give us felicities ) was plunged 
within a fea of * bloud; and in this fo precious 
ſhipwrack, there remained one onely ineſtima- 
ble pearl ( which was his divine Mother } and 
yet he abandons her , and gives hec into the 
hands of his Diſciple. After he had forſa- 
ken thoſe neareſt to him , ſee what he does 
with his body; Jeſus did ſo abandon it ( a lit» 
tle before his death ) that not being content 
onely to deliver it as a prey to.ſorrow, but he 
Caffered it to be expoſed naked to the view of 
the world. And amonglt his ſharpeft dolours, 
( after he had been refuſed the drink which 
they gave to malcfactours to ſtrengthen them 
in their rorments ) he took for himſelf vi 
negar and gall. - @ what a ſpectacle was 
it to ſee a body torn in picces which reſted 
it ſelf upon its own wounds , which was dy- 
ing every moment , but could not die, — 
CAauic 
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cauſe thar life diſtilled by drops? What Mar- 
tyr did ever endure in a body {o ſenſible and 
delicate, baving an imagination fo lively, and 
in ſuch piercing dolours mixt with ſo few 
comforts ? And what Martyr did ſuffer for 
all the finnes of the whole world as he did, 
proportioning his torments according to the 
fruits which were to proceed from his crofle ? 
Perhaps, O faichfull ſoul , thou lookeſt for a 
mans body in thy Jeſus, bur thou findeſt no- 
thing but the appearance of one, cruſted over 
with gorebloud: Thou ſeckeſt for limmes,and 
tindeit nothing but wounds : Thou lookeſft 
fora Jeſus which appeared glorious upon 
mount Tabor,as upon a Throne of Majeſty, 
with all the enſigns of his glory, & thou find- 
eſt onely a skin all bloudy faſtned toa croſle 
between two thieves. And if the conſidera- 
tion of this cannot bring _ of bloud 
from thy heart,it muſt be more inſeafible then 
a diamond. 

3- To conclc:Je, obſervethe third quality 
of a good death which will declare ir ſelf 
dythe exerciſe of great and heroick virtues. 
Conſider that incomparable mildneſle 
which hath aſtoniſhed all ages, hath encou- 
raged all virtues, hath condemned all reven- 
ges, hath inſtructed all Schools and crowned 
all good ations: He was raiſed upon the 
crolſe, when his dolours were moſt ſharp 
and Peng y when his wounds did open 

% on 
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on all ſides, when his precious bloud ſhed up. 
on the earth, and moiſtened it in great abun- 
dance 3 when he ſaw his poor clothes torn in 
pieces, and yet bloudy in the hands of thoſe 
who crucified him. He conſidered the extreme 
malice of that cruell people, how thoſe which 
could not wound him with iron, pierced him 
with the points of their accurſed tongues, He 
could quickly have made fire come down from 
heaven upon thoſe rebellious heads, And 
yet fo-gerting all his pains to remember his 
mercies, he opened his mouth, and the firſt 
word he fpake was in favour of his enemies, 
to negotiate their reconciliation , before his 
ſoul departed. The learned Cardinall Hu- 
gues admiring this exceſſive charity of our 
Saviour toward his enemies , applies excel- 
lent well that which is ſpoken of the Sunne 
in Ecclefiaſticus. ayes. news to all the 
world at his riſing , and at noon-day he 
burns the earth, and heats thoſe furnaces 
of Nature, which make it produce all her 
feats, 

So Jelus the Sun of the intelligible world, 
did manifeſt himſelt ac his Nativity, as in the 
morning. But the Crofle was his bed at noon, 
from whence came thoſe burning ſtreams of 
Love, which inflanic the hearts of all ble{{cd 
perſons, who are like- furnaces of thar etcrnall 
fire which burns in holy Sion. 

On the other pait admire that great magna” 

| nimify 
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nimity which held him ſo long upon the 
Crofle, as upon a Throne of honour and 
power 3 When he beſtowed Paradiſe upon a 
man that was his companion in ſuffering. I 
cannot tell whether in this aRion we ſhould 
more admire the good fortune of the good 
thief, or the greatneſſe of Jeſus. The happi- 
nefſe of the good thief,who is drawn for a cut- 
throat to priſon 3 from priſon tothe judge- 
ment hali 3 from thence to the Crofle 3 and 
thence goes to Paradiſe, without needing any 
other gate but the heart of Jeſus, 

On the other fide, what can be more admi- 
rable then to'ſee a man crucified, todo that 
a& , which muſt be performed by the living» 
God,when the world Fall end? To fave ſome, 
to make others reprobate, and to judge from 
the heighth of his Crofle, as if he (are upon 
the chiefeſt throne of all Monarchs. 

But we muſt needs affirm that the virtue of 
patience in this, holds a chief place,and teaches 
very admirable lefſons. He endures the tor- 
ments of body, and the pains of ſpirit, in all 
the faculties of his ſoul, in all the parts of his 
virgin fleſh; and by the cruelty and multi. 
flicity of his wounds , they all become one 
onely wound, from-rhe ſole of his foot,to the 
top of his head: 

His delicae body ſuffers moſt innocently, 
ind all, by moſt ingrate and bypocriticall per- 
lons, who would colour their vengeance with 
an 
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an apparence of bolineſſe. He ſuffers wichout 
any comfort at all, and (which is more) with- 
out bemoning himſelf 3 be ſuffers whatſoever 
they would or could lay upon him, to the very 
laſt gaſpe of his life. Heaven wears mourn: 
ing upon the Crofle ; all the Citizens of hea- 
ven weep over his torments; the earth quakes; 
ſtones rend them(elves; Sepulchres open ; the 
dead ariſe : Onely Jeſus dies unmovable up- 
on tliis throne of patience. 

To conclude, who would not. be aſtoniſh- 
ed at the tranquillity of his ſpirit,and amongſt 
thoſe great convultions of the world which 
moved round about the crofle, amongſt ſuch 
bloudy dolours, inſolent cries, and inſupport- 
qb'e blaſphemies, how he remained upon the 

rofle, as in a SanQuary at the foor of an 
Altar; blecding,weeping,and praying,to min- 
ele his prayers with his bloud and tears. I do 
now underſtand why the Wiſeman ſaid, He 
planted Ifles within the Abyfle 3 fince that, in 
ſo great a Gulf of aifliions, he ſhewed ſuch 
a ſerenity of ſpirit 3 thereby making a Para- 
diſe for bis Father ( amongſt ſo great pains ) 
by the (weet perfame of his virtues, After 
he had prayed for bis enemies , givea a pro- 
mile of Paradiſe to the good thief, and rc- 
commended his mother to his Diſciple, bc 
(hut up his eyes from ail humain things , en- 
tertaining himſclf onely wich prayers and 
tighs ro his heavenly Father, O that , 
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the time of our deaths we could imitate the 
death of Jeſus , and then we ſhould be ſure to 
find the ſtreams of life. 


Aſpirations. 


SpeQacles of horrour , but Abyſle of 

goodnefle and mercy. I feel my heart di- 
viced by horrour, pity, bate, love, execration 
and adoration, But my admiration and be- 
Ins raviſhed , carries me beyond my ſelf, Is 
this then that bloudy ſacrifice which hath 
been expeRed from all ages * This hidden 
myſtery, this profound knowledge of the 
Croſſe; this dolorous Jcſus, which makes the 
honourable amends between heaven and 
earth, to the eternall Father , for expiation 
of the fins of humaia kind. 

Alas poor Lord , thou hadſt bur one lite, 
and I fee a thouſand inſtruments of dearh, 
which havetaken it away. Was there need of 
opening ſo many bloudy doors , toler out 
thine innocent ſoul 2 Could it not part from 
thy bedy without making (on all ſides) fo 
many wounds ? which after they have ſerved 
for the «bje&s of mens cruelty , ſerve now 
for thoſe of thy mercy ? O my Jeſus, | know 
not to whom | ſpeak, for I do no more know 
thee in the ſtate thou now art; crif I do, it 
s onely by thy miſeries , becauſe they are fo 
exceſliye , that there was need of a God to 


ſuffer what thou baſt endured. I look _ 
coy 
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thy disfigured countenance,to find ſome part 
of thy reſemblance, and yer can find none but 
that of thy love. Alas, O beautifull head, 
which doſt carry all the glory of the higheſt 
heaven, divide with me this dolorous Crown 
of Thorns ; they were my fins which ſowed 
them , and ir is thy plcaſure that thine inno- 
cency ſhould mow them, Give me, O Sacred 
mouth , give m2 that Gall which 1 ſee _ 
thy lips : ſuffer me to ſprinkle all my plcr- 
ſures with ir , ſince after a long concinuance, 
it did ſhut up and conclude all thy dolous. 
Give me O Sacred hands , and adored feet, 
the Nails which have pierced you : low 
binds you faſt enough to the Crofle without 
them Bat do thon, O Lord, told metfatt 
ro thy ſelf, by the chains of thine immenſe 
charity. 

O Lance,cruell Lance,why didſt thon open 
that moſt precious (ide? Thou didſt think per- 
haps to find there the Sons life , and yet thou 
foundeſt nothing but the Mothers heart. But 
wichourt ſo much as thinking what thau didlt, 
in playing the murderer, thou haſt made a &e- 
puichre, wherein I will from henceforth buy 
my ſoul. When I behold theſe wounds of my 
dear Saviour, 1 do acknowledge the itrokes of 
my owa hand.I will therefore likewiſe engrave 
there my repentance : I will write my conver- 
ſion ith an cternall Chara&er. And it | 
muſt liye., I will never breathe any other _ 

ut 
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but that onely , which ſhall be produced from 
the death of my Jeſus crucified. 


* ———— OC II 


The Goſpel for Eaſter day, 
S. Mark 16. 


/ N4 when the Sabbath was paſt, Mary 

Magdalene, and Mary of Fames , and Sa- 
lene bought. ſpices, that commg they might a= 
reint Feſus. And very early thefirſt of the 
S1bbaths, they come 10 the Monument : the Sun 
being now riſen, And they ſay one t0 another, 
who ſhall roll us back the ſtone from the door of 
the Monument ? And looking, they ſaw the © 
ſtone rolled back. For it was very great, And 
eniring into the Monument , they ſaw 4 young 
man y ro on the right hand , covered with 4 
white Robe 3 and they were aflonied. Who 
ſaith to them, Be not diſmaied, you ſeck Feſus 
of Naxareth that was crucified : he # riſen, 
be ks not here, behold theplace where they laid 
him, Burt go, tell bis Diſciples , and Peter, 
that he goeth before you into Galilce: there you 
ſhall ſee him, as he told you. 


Moralities. 


"7 Sepulchre of Jeſus becomes a 
fountain of life which carries, in 
power , all theglories of the higheſt heaven. 


Our Sawour riſeth from thence,as day out a 
the 
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the Eaſt , and appears as triumphant, in the 
ornaments of his beauties, as he had been 
humbled, by the exceſle of his mercies, Ih: 
rage of the Jews loſeth here its power, death 
bis ſting, Sathan his kingdome,the Tomb his 
corruption, and hell his conqueſt, Mortality 
is deliroyed, life is illuminated; all is drown- 
ed in one day of glory, which comes from the 
elorious light of our Redeemer. It 1s now 
({aith Tertullian) that he is reveſted with his 
Robe of Honour, and is acknowledged as the 
eternall Prieft, fora{l eternity. It 1s now 
(faith Saint Gregory Naxiangen) that he re- 
aſlembles humain kind (which was ſcatteres 
ſo many years by the fin of one man) and 
placeth tt berweenthe Arms of his Divinity: 
This is the Maſterepiece of bis profound hu- 
mility; and I dare boldly affirm, ſaith S. 4m- 
broſc) that God bad loſt the whole world, if 
this Sacred virtue , which he made ſo clearly 
ſhine in his beloved Son, had not put bim in- 
zo poſieſtion of his Conqueits. We ſhould all 
languiſh after this Triumphant ſtate of 
the Reſurretion , which will make an end 
"Pn our pains, and make our Crowns ever- 
aſt ing. 

2. Lerusloveour Jeſus as the Marics did, 
that, with them , we may be honoured with 
his viſats. T heir love is indefatigable, coura- 
gious and inlatiable, They had all the day 
walk: round about the Judgement-Hal!, 


Mount | 
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Mount Calvary , the Croſſe and the Sepul- 
chre. They were not wearied with all that : 
And night had no ſleep to ſhut up their eyes. 
They forſook the Image of death , which is 
lleep, to find death it ſelf, and never looked 
after any bed , except the Sepulchre of their 
Maſter ; They travell amongſt darkneſſe, 
pikes, lances, the affrights of Arms , and of 
the night , nothing makes them affraid, If 
there appear a difficulty ro remove the ſtones, 
love gives them arms. They ſpare ans for 
their Maſtec and Saviour : They are above 
Nichodemas and Foſeph,they have more equi- 
lite perfumes , for they are ready to melt and 
diſti]] their hearts upon the Tomb of their 
Maſter, O faithfull lovers, feek no more for 
the living amongſt the dead : That cannot 
ie for love, which is the root of life. 

3- The Angel informof a young man 
(covered with a white Robe ) ſhews us that 
all is young and white in immortaliry. The 
ReſurreRion hath noold age 3 iris an age, 
Which can neither grow, nor diminiſh. Theſe 
holy Maries,enter alive in the Sepulchre,where 
they thought to find death, bur they learn 
news of the chefeſt of lives. Their faith is 
tzere confirmed , their piety ſatisfied , their 
promiſes aflured , and their love receives con- 
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AFirations. TI 
Do not this day look toward the Eaſt , 0 
my Jeſus;I conſider the Sepulchre, it is from 
thence this fair Sun is riſen. O that thou ap- A 
peareſt amiable, dear Spouſe of my ſoul. Thy? 
head which was covered with thorns , is nov gy 
crowned with a Diadem of Stars, and Lights, 4, 
and all the glory of the higheſt heaven reſts 4; 
upon it. 7] hine eyes which were eclipfed in yþ 
bloud , bave enlightned them with fires and 
delicious brightnell 


e , Which melt my heart: 
Thy feet and hands , ſo far as ] can ſee, are 
enameld with Rubies , which after they hare 
been the obje&s of mens cruelty, are now be- 
come eternall marks of thy bounty. 0 
Jeſus , no more my wounded , but my gloti- 
fied Jeſus, wheream1? What do]1 ? I ie 
I flic, I (wound, Idie, I revive my {elf 
with chee, I do beſcech thee, - my molt 
Sacred Jeſus, by the moſt triumpbant of 
thy glories, let me no more fall into the image 
of death , nor into thoſe 'appetites of {mou 
and earth which have ſo many times buri 
the light of my ſoul. Whar have I to do with 
the illuſions of this world ? I am for heaven, 
for Glory, and for the ReſurreQion, which] 
will now make bud our of my thoughes,that ! 

may hereafter poflefle them with a full frul- 

tion. | 
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The Goſpel upon Munday in Eaſter 
week, S. Luke the 2 4, 


Nd behold, two of them went the ſame day 

into a Town which was the ſpace of fixty 
furlongs from Feruſalem,named Emmaus. And 
they talked betwixt themſclues of all thoſe 
things that had chanced. And it came 10paſſe, 
while they talked and reaſoned with themſelves, 
Feſus alſo himſelf approching went with them, 
but their - eyes were held that they might not 
know him. And he ſaid tothem , what are 
theſe communications that you confer one with 
with another walking, and arc ſad ? And one 
whoſe name was Cleophas , anſwering, ſaid to 
him, Art thou onely 4 ſtranger in Feruſalem,and 
haſt not known the things that have been done 
mit, theſe dayes? To whom he ſaid , what 
things? And they ſaid , concerning Feſus of 
Naxereth, who was a man, 4 Prophet, mighty 
in work and word before God and all the peo- 
ple. And how our chief Prieſts aud Princcs 
delivered him into condemnation of death, and 
rucified him.Bnt we hoped that it was he that 
ſrould redeem Tſracl : And now beſides all this, 
to day is the third day fince theſe things were 
line, But certain women alſo of ours, made us 
efraid ; who before it was light, were at the 
Monument, and not finding his body, came,ſay- 
"g » that they ſaw a viſion alſo of Angels, 
who ſay that he is alrvc. eAnd Certain mcu 


of 
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of ours went to the Monument; and they found 
it ſo as the women ſaid , but him they found 
10t, eAnd hcſaid to them, O fooliſh, and ſlow 
of hcart to believe in all things which the Pro- 
phets have fpoken. Ought not Chriſt to have 
ſuffered theſe things , and ſo emer into his 
glory ? And beginning from Moſes and all the 
Prophets , he did interpret to them in all the 
Scriptures the things that were concerning 
him. And they drew nigh to the Town whither 
they went; and he made ſemblance to go ſur- 
ther. eAnd they forced him, ſaying, tarry with 
% , becauſe it ks toward night, and the day 
now far fent, and he went in with them. And 
zt came to paſſe, while he ſate at the table 
with them , he took bread , and bleſſed, and 
brake, and did reach ts them. And their eyes 
were opened, and they knew him : and he va- 
niſhed out of their ſight. And they ſaid one t0 
the ether , was not our heart burning in, 
whiles he fake in the way, and opened untom 
the Scriptures? And riſing up the ſame bout 
they went back inte Feruſalem; and they found 
the eleven gathercd together , and thoſe that 
were with them , ſaying , that our Lord % 
riſen indeed , and hath appeared to Simon. 
And they told the things that were done it 
the way : and how they knew him in the 
breaking of bread. 


Moralines: 
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Moralites. | 

a] T isa &range thing , that God is alwayes 

with us, and weareſo little with him. 
We have our being , our moving, our life 
from him: He-arries us in his Arms,he keeps 
usaS a Nurſe does her dear child; and-yet all 
this while we ſcarce know what he is, and uſe 
him ſo often as a ſtranger. He is in'ourbeing, 
andyet we keep him far from our heart, as a 
dead man who is quite forgotten. And Enoch 
walked with him , and for that he was taken 
from the converſation of men, and reſerved 
for Paradiſe. To ſpeak truth, vur ſoul ſhould 
alwayes be languiſhing after her Jefus , *and 
count it a kind of Adultery to be ſeparated 
from him , - fo much asby thought. -Ler us 
learn a little to talk with hiniz' we commonly 
have that in our tongue which we keep in ouc 
heart, -Ler- us ſweeten the fadnefle of our 
pilerimage , by'the contemplation of his 
beauties, Let us look upon him as God and 
man; the God of gods; the Man of men;' our 
great Saviour and Prophet, powetfull both 
In word and work 3 for if his word be thune 
der, his life is a lightning. He' trach 'been here 
doing good to all the world , and ſuffering 
hurt from all the-world ; doing good with- 
out reward , and enduring evill without 'im> 
patience. We all paſſe here as Torrents 


| into "_ z the onely queſtionis of our ira 
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poogs as on waters. which paſſe under a 


bridge, and as upon the furniture of an Inng 


which is.none of, ours, If we be imbaiked in 
theVeſlell of lite,let us.not. amuſe eur ſelves to 
gather. Cockles upon the ſhore ; but ſo, that 
we may alwayes have our eyes,fixt upon Pa- 
radiſe. 

2, Two things do hinder thoſe Pilgrims 
from knowing Jclus as they ſhould, The one, 
is, theireyes are dazled,; and.the other is 
the- little. account they make. of- the. Croſle, 


.which drives them ingq a, miltruſt of the Re- 
: ſurretian, And. this is it which crofleth 
- us all our life , and.ſo oft diverts us from the 


oint.of our bappineſſe. Our. eyes are dazled 
with.falſe lights of the world , they are datk- 
ned with ſo many..miſts and vapours of-our 
own appetites and paſſions , that, we cannot 
ſce the goods, of heayen in the brighteſt of 
their day. Worldly chains. have a certain 
effe ive vigourand pleaſure , which is onely 
paintcd, but they-haye a moſt certain ſorrows 
and a moſt, ugcertain.conteatmeng : - They 
havea painfull labour , and a timprous reſt.: 
A poſicfion fall.of miſery, and void of all 
bearitudes, If we hag our eyes well opened, 
raPenerate and ſee what it. is, we ſhould then 
ſay.of. all the, moſt: raviſhing obje&s of the 
world,, How. ſenſlefle was I when I courted 
yau,? O deceirfull world , thou didſt appear 
great t6,me, when ſaw. thee not ag thou _—_ 
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But ſo ſoon as I did ſee thee rightly,T did then 
ceaſe to ſee thee : for thou waſt no more to 
me but juſt nothing. We run in full career 
after all that pleaſeth our ſenſe, and the 
Crofſe , which is ſo much preached to us, is 
much' more upon our Altars, then in our 
hearts. We will net know, that the throne'of 
Mount Calvary , is the path-way to heaven; 
and as this truth wanders from our hearts, 
Jeſus departs from our eyes. Let us at leaſt 
pray Jeſus to ftay with us, for it is late in our 
hearts, and the nighr is far advanced, by our 
want of true light. We ſhall not know Jeſus 
by diſcourſe,but by feeding him in ihe perſons 
of his poor, ſince he gives the continuall nou- 
r(hment of his body. 


Aſpirations. 


Oo Onely Pilgrim of the world, and firſt 
dweller in the heart of thy heavenly Fa- 
ther, what a pilgrimage haſt thou made , de- 
ſcending from heaven to earth, and yet with- 
out forfaking heaven ? Thou haſt markt thy 
ſteps by thy conqueſts: made viſible thy wayby 
thine own light, thou haſt watered ic with thy 
precious bloud,and paved it with thy wounds. 
O what a goodly thing it is to walk with thee, 
when thou openeſt thy ſacred mouth , as the 
opening of a'temple , to diſcover the beauties 
and myſteriesof it. O that it is moſt plea- 
ling to underſtand that mouth, which diſtils ſs 

'L 2 much 
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.much honey-through lips of Roſes. But 
wherefore (My ood Lord) art thou pleaſed 
to hidethy ſelf from a ſoul which: languiſhes 
after thee ? Take away the vail: from mine 
eyes,and ſuffer thy (elf to be ſeen in the veſture 
of thy heavenly beauties. If I muſt bear the 
crolle, and paſſe by the throne of mount Cal- 
vary, to come to Heaven, moſt humbly ſub- 
mit to thy divine pleaſure,that t may poſleiſe 
all chat thou arr. 


_ OS —_ 
—_— 


The Goſpel upon Tueſday in Eafter 
week, S, Luke the 24. 


AN# whiles they fake theſe things , Feſu 
ſtood in the midi of them , and he ſaith to 
them, Peace be to you, It is 1, fear not. But 
they being troubled and frighted , imagined 
they ſaws a Spirit, And be ſaith to them, Why 
ere you troubled , and cogttations ariſc in your 
mearts ? Sec my hands and feet , thatitis 1 
Pr by handle, and ſee : for a fpirit hath no! 
fleſh and bones, as you ſec me to have. Ard 
when he had ſaid this,he ſhewed them his hands 
and feet, But they yet not believing, and mar- 
velling for joy,he ſaid, Have you here any thin 
70 be eaten? But they offered him a piece of fi 
broiled, end a hony-comb. And when be had 
. 821en before them, taking the remains he gave 


30 them, And he ſaid 10 them, Theſe are thc 
words 


ow Fay -) [aw ! i. cc r—_— — _ 


Entertatuents for Lent. 221 


words which T fake to you when I was yet with 
you , that all things muſt nceds be fulfilled 
which are written in the Law of Moſes , aud 
the Prophets, and the Pſalms, of me. Then he 
opcued their underſtanding , that they might 
underfland the Scriptures. Aud he ſaid tothem , 
That ſo tt s written , and ſoit bchoved ('hriſt 
ro ſuffer, and to riſe again from the dead the 
third day, and penance to be preached in his 
Name , aud remiſſion of ſins unto all Na- 
tions. 


Moralitics. 


1.VYE think” ſometimes that Jeſus is far 
from us , when hes in the midſR- of 

our heart : he watches over us, and ſtretches 
out his divine hands for our proteion, Let 
us live alwayes as if we were aQually in his - 
preſence, before his eyes, and in his boſome. 
An ancient Tradition doth obſerve, that after 
our Lords Aſcenſion, the Apoſtles did never 
eat together, bur they left the firſt napkin, for 
their good Maſter, conceiving that according : 
to his promiſe , he was alwayes with them : 
Let us accuſtome our ſelves to this exerciſe of 
Gods preſence: [t is a happy necellity to make 
us do well , to believeand apprehend that our 
Judge is alwayes preſent. It reſpe& make him 
formi 'able, love will teach us that he is the 
Father of all (weernefſe. There can be no 
greater comfort in this world, then to be pre- 
L ;. nt -- 
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nt in heart and body with that which we 
love belt. 

2, Jeſus is taken by his Apoſtles for a 
Spirit, becauſe after the ReſurreRion he picr- 
ced the walls , and appeared ſuddenly as Spi- 
rits do. Saint Paul alſo ſaith, in the ſecond to 
the Corinthians, that now we do no more 
know Chriſt according to the fleſh,\that is to 
fay , by the paſſions of a mortail Body , as 
Saint Epiphanizs doth expound it, We muſt 
make li:tle uſe ot our bodies to converſe with 
our Jeſus, who hath taken upon him the rare 
qualities of a Spirit. We muſt raiſe our ſelves 
above our ſenſes when we go to the Father of 
light, and the Creatour of ſenſe. He teaches us 
the life of Spirits , and the commerce of An- 
gels,and makes afſayes of our immortality ,by 
a body now immortall.Why are we fo tyed to. 
our ſenſe , and glued to the earth 7 Muſt we 
ſuffer our ſelves to enter into a kingdome of 
death, when we are told of the reſurre&ion of 
him, who is the Authour of all lives ? 

3+ Admire the condeſcending and bounties 
of our Lord to his dezr Diſciples. He that 
was entred into the kingdome of ſpirits , and 
immorrall converſation , (ſuffers his feet and 
hands to be touched, to prove in him the rea- 
lity of a true body He eats in preſence of his 
Apoſtles, thouh he was not in more eſtate to 
digeſt meat,then the Sun is to digeſt vapours. 
He did nv more nouriſh himſelf with our 

cor- 
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corruptible meats , then the Stars do by the 
vapours of the earth. And yet he took them 
to confirm our belief, and ro make vs fami- 
liar with bim. Iris the aR'of great and ge- 
nerous ſpirits to abaſe themſelves , and con» 
deſcend to their inferiours. So David being 
anvinted King , and inſpired as a Propher, 
doth not ſhew his perſon terrible in the height 
of his great glory, but ſill rerained the 
mildencſije of a Shepherd, So Jeſusthe true 
Son of David (by his condeſcending to us) 
hath confecrated a certain degree,whereby we 
may aſcend to heaven. Are not we aſhamed 
that we have ſo little humility or reſpe& ro 
our inferiours , but are alwayes ſo full of our 
ſe]vesz fince our Lord fitting in his throne of 
Glory and Majeſty, doth ver abaſe himſelf co 
the aRions of our mortall life? Let ir be ſeen 
by our hands whether we be reſuſcirated , by 
doing good works , and giving liberallealms: 


Let ir appear by our feet that they follow the 


paths of the moft holy perſons. Let it be ſeen 


by our nouriſhment (which ſhould be moſt of ' 


honey ) that is of that celeſtiall ſweerneſſe 
which is extrated from prayer. And if we 


ſeem to refuſe fiſh, let us at leaſt remain in - : 


the element of piety,as fiſh is in water, 


AFirations. 
THy love is moſt render, and thy cares moſt 


generous (O mild Saviour.) Amongſt 
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all the Torrents of thy Paſſion, thou haſt net 
raſted the water of forgetfulneſſe. Thou re- 
rurneſt to thy children as a Nightingale to 
ber little neſt : Thou doſt cemfort them with 
thy viſits, and makeft them familiar with thy 
glorious life. Thou eateſt of a honey combe 
by juſt right, having firſt taſted the bitter gall 
ot that unmercifull croſſe. Ir is thus, that our 
{ orrows ſhould be turned into ſweets. T hou 
muſt alwayes be moſt. welcome to mein my 
croubles, for I know well: that thou onely 
canſt pacifie and give them remedy. I will 
govern my ſelf roward thee as to the fire 2 roo 
much near familiarity will burn us 5 and the 
want of it will let us freez -: I will eat honey 

with thee in the bleſſed Sacrament ; I know 

that many there Jo chew. vat for receive thee 
worthily. Make me O Lord) I beſeech thee, 
capable of thoſe which here on earth ſhall be 
the true Antepaſts to our future glory. 


The Gofpel upon Low Sunday. . 
Saint johz tne 20, 


Herefore when it ws late that day the firſt : 
of the Sabbaths, and the doors were ſhut, 


where the Diſciples were gathcred together for 
fear of the Icws, Feſus came and ſtood in the 
middeſt, and faith to them, Peace be 10 you, 
Ani 


t, 
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And when he had ſaid this, he ſhewed them 
>k hands and fide.The Diſciples therefore were 
glad when they ſaw our Lord. He ſaid there- 
fore to them again, Peace be to you. As my 
my Fathes hath ſent me, T alſs do ſend you, 
when he had ſaid this, he breathed upon them, 
aud he ſaid to them, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt; 
Whoſe fnnes you ſhall forgive, they are for- 
giucnihem ; . and whoſe yau ſhall retain, they. 
are retained, But Thomas, one of the twelve, 
who 3 called Didymus, was not with them 
when Feſus came : the other . Diſciples there-+ 
fore ſaid to-him, We have ſeen our Lord. But 
he ſaid to them, Yuleſſe 1 fee in his hauds the 
print of the nails, and put my finger intothe 
place of the nails, and put my band into his ſide, 
I will 16 believe. 

And aftey eight dayes, again hi Diſcipies 
were within, and Thomas with them. 7eſus 
concth, the doers being ſhut, and ſtood.in the 
midſt, and faid, Peace be #0 you. Then he ſaith 
to Thomas, Put in thy finger hither, and ſee 
my hands, gud bring hither thy hand, and pug. 
it into my fide, and be not- incredulous,. but 
faithfull. Thomas anſwered and ſaid -to him, 
My Lord and my God : Feſus ſaith to him, 
Becauſe thou. haſt ſeen me, Themas, thou baſt 
balicved : Bleſſed are they that have not ſeen, 
and have believed, 


Mor alities 
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1, TEſus the Father of all blefled harmonies 
(after ſo many combars) makes a gene- }} b 

rall peace in all nature. He pacifieth Limbo, }} « 

taking the holy Fathers ourof'darknefle, ro | < 

enjoy an eternall light, and ſending the dam- |} a 

ned co the bottom. of hell. He. pacifieth the I d 

earth, making ir from thenceforth to breathe I} 5 

the aire of his mercies. He pacifieth his Apo- I t 

ftles, by deliveriug them from that profound } t 

ſadneffe, which they conceived by the imagi- Þ}| « 

nary lofle of their dear Maſter. He pacifieth F « 

Heaven, by (weetning the ſharpnefſe of bis JF | 

heavenly Father,quenching by his wounds,the | | 

fire which was kindled of his juſt anger. Every 

thing (mileth upon this great Peace- maker; | | 

Nature leaverh her mourning, and putteth on | 

robes. of chearfulnefte , ro congratulzte 

with him his great and adinirable conqueſts. 

It is in him that the heavenly Father ( by a 

ſingular delight) bath poured out the fulnefle 

of all Graces,to make us an eternal] dwelling, 

and to reconcile 21] in him and by-himzpaci- 

fying by his bloud from the Crofſe, all that is 

upon eatth, and in heaven, This is our Foſneh 

of whom the Scripture ſpeaketh, that he clears 

all differences, and appeaſerh all battels. No 

ftroke of any hammer or other iron, was 

heard at the building of Solomons Temple 3 

and behold the Church ( which is the Tem- 


pic 
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ple of the living God) doth edifice ſouls with a 
marvelous tranquility. 


2. The Sun is not ſo well ſet forth by his 
beams,as our Saviour is magnificently adorn- 
ed, with his wounds. Thoſe are the Chara- 


ers which he hath engraved upon his gelh, , 


afcer a hundred ingenious faſhions. The La- 
dies count their pearls and diamonds, bur our 
Saviour counts his wounds, in the higheſt at- 
tice of his Magnificences, It is from thence, 
that the beauty of his body, taketh a new ſtate 
of glory, and our faith in the reſurreRion is 
confirmed : that the good,fill themſelves with 
hope, Miſcreants with terrour, and Martyrs 
find wherewith to enflame their courage. 


Theſe divine wounds open themſelves as ſo - 
many mouths, to plead our cauſe before the. 


Celeſtiall Father, Our SFiour Jeſus never 
ſpake better for us, then by the voice of his 
precious Bloud. Great enquiry hath been made 
for thoſe mountains of mirrh and frankin-. 
cence, which Solomon promiſeth in the (anti- 
cles, but now we have found them in the 
wounds of Jeſus. It is from thence that there 
cometh forth a million of (anRified exhala- 
tions of {weetneſle, of peace and propitiation, 
as from an eternall ſanuary. Aman may 
ſlay they are like the Carbuncle which melteth 
the wax upon which it is imprinted, for they 
melt eur hearts by a moſt profitable imprefli- 
on, Arthis ſight the cternall Father _ 

is 
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his countenance, and the-ſword of his juſtice 
returneth into the ſheath. Shall not we'be 
worthy of all miſeries, if we do arm theſe 
wounds againſt us, which are fo effcuall in 
our behalt ? And if this bloud of our eAbe! 
(after ic hath reconciled his eruel] executio- 
ners ) ſhould find juſt matter to condemn us 
for our ingratitudes ? Fobn the ſecond king 
of Portugall had made a ſecret vow, never to 
refuſe ay thing which ſhoul# be asked of him 
in the virtue of our Saviours wounds ; which 
made him give all bis ſilver veſicll to a poore 
gentleman'that had found out the word. And 
why ſhould not we give our ſelves to God, 
who both buyeth and requireth us by the 
wounds of Tefas ? 

3. Jeſus inſpireth the ſacred breath of his 
mouth upon his Apoſtles, as upon the firſt 
fruits of Chriſtianuy : to repair the firſt 
breath, and reſpiration of lives, which the 
Authour of our race did ſo milerably loſe. It 
we can obtain a part of this, we ſhall belike 
the wheels of Ezekicls myſterious chariot, 
which are filled with the Spirit of life. T hat 
great Divine called Mathias V icrna, ſaid,that 
light was the ſubſtance of colours, and the 
Spirit of Jeſus is the ſame of all our virtues- 
It we live of bis fleſh, there is great reaſon we 
ſhould be animated by his Spirit. Happy 3 
r000, times are they, who are poſlefied with 
the Spirit of Jeſus, which is to their ſpirit - 
the 
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the apple of the eye. Saint Thomas .was de- 
prived of this amorous communication, 
reaſon of his incredalicy. He would fee wit 
his eyes, and feel with his.bands, that which 
ſhould rather be comprehended by faith: which 
is, aneye bleſſedly blind : which knoweth all 
within its own blindneſfſe, and is alſo a band,” 
which remaining on earth, goeth to find God 
in Heaven, | 
A firations. 
Reat Peace-maker of the world, who b 
the effuſion of rhy precious bloud, ha 
pacified the wars of fourty ages, which wenr 
| before thy death, This word of peace hath 
colt thee many bartails, many ſweats and la- 
bours, to ciment this agreement of Heaven 
andearth, of ſence and reaſon, of God and 
man, Behold thou arr at this preſent like the 
Dove of Nochs Ark , thou haſt eſcaped a 
creat delupe of paſſions, and many torrents 
e dolours thrown headlong upon one ano- 
ther. Thou bringeſt -us the green Olive 
branch, to be the mark-of thy arernall alian- 
ces. What ? Shall my ſoul be ſo audatious 
and diſordered as to talk to thee of war, when 
thou ſpeakeſt to her of peace ? To offer thee a | 
weapon when thou offcreſt her the Arricles of 
her reconciliation, ſigned with thy precious 
. bloud ? Oh, what earth could open. wide 


enough her boſome to (wallow me, if I _— 
ive 
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live like a little Abiron, with a hand armed 
again{f” Heaven, which pours out for me no- | 
thing but flowers and roſes ? Raign / O my 
Gweer Saviour) within all the conquered pow= 
ers of my ſoul, and within my heart as a con» 
ueſt which thou haft gotten by ſo many ti- 
* Lwill ſwear upon thy wounds, which 
afterthey havebecn the monuments of thy fi- 
delity, ſhall be the adored Altars of my vows 
and ſacrifices. I will promiſe thereupon, an 
inviolable fidelity to thy ſervice. I will live 
no more-but for-thee, ſince theu baſt 
kild wy dearh in thy life, and mas 
keſt my life flouriſh within 
thy triumphant Re- 
ſarreQion. 


